
JUDGES


THE LEGACY BIBLE OUTLINE SERIES


  (  Harvestime International Institute

THE LEGACY BIBLE OUTLINE SERIES

The Legacy Bible Outline Series is a study of the Bible using the text of the Bible itself.  The series outlines books of the Bible in simple format, providing commentary only as needed to enhance understanding. Text-based questions are also included for every chapter.

We suggest you create a notebook for each book of the Bible.  Insert the outlines in your notebooks and add your own study notes.  Each time you study a book, you can easily append the outlines to continuously expand the materials.  

The Legacy Bible Outline Series is designed so you can easily personalize it.  The files for the series are in MS Word format to enable you to revise, input your own notes, change page numbers, and alter the layout as needed. You can also create your own outlines for other books of the Bible using this format

The text of the King James Version is included in The Legacy  Bible Outline Series to enable you to underline and make notes in the actual text as part of your study.  Unlike a Bible which will eventually wear out, you can photocopy worn pages if they need to be replaced--which means you won’t lose your notes and underlining.  Be sure to read the text in other versions of the Bible also, as different translations will greatly enhance your study.  

You can print copies of the outlines for your students or--a more cost-effective method--copy the files to a CD ROM and let each student print out their own outlines.  If you want students to have only the study questions and not the outlines, then copy the questions to a separate file and print them out for distribution.

For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line…

(Isaiah 28:10, KJV)

...His word burns in my heart like a fire. It's like a fire in my bones!...

(Jeremiah 20:9, NLT)


TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page Number

Introduction To The Book Of Judges






3
Outline Of The Book Of Judges
Judges 1








4
Judges 2








12
Judges 3








18
Judges 4








25
Judges 5








31
Judges 6








37
Judges 7








46
Judges 8








52
Judges 9








59
Judges 10








68
Judges 11








71
Judges 12








79
Judges 13








82
Judges 14








87
Judges 15








91
Judges 16








95
Judges 17








102
Judges 18








105
Judges 19








111
Judges 20








117
Judges 21








124
Supplemental Studies

Supplemental Study One:
Chronological Chart Of The Judges

128
Supplemental Study Two: 
Oppressions In The Era Of The Judges
129
Supplemental Study Three:
The Holy Spirit In The Book Of Judges
130
Supplemental Study Four: 
Spiritual Defeat



132

Supplemental Study Five:
The People God Uses



135
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF JUDGES
AUTHOR:  Unconfirmed, but probably Samuel.
TO WHOM:  Israel, but applicable to all believers.
PURPOSES:  A historical record of the rule of the judges which occurred after the close of the book of Joshua and before the rule of the kings.  It also demonstrates how God uses ordinary people to do great things and how His mercy endures forever despite our failures.
KEY VERSES:   
In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes. (Judges 17:6)

Nevertheless the Lord raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them. (Judges 2:16)

LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLES:   This book answers the questions: 

1.
What are the causes of spiritual defeat?

2.
What are the results of spiritual defeat?

3.
How can one recover from spiritual defeat?
MAIN CHARACTERS:  The judges:  Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson.  Others are Barak, Abimelech, Gael, Jael, Zebul, and Micah.
A BRIEF OUTLINE:

Part One:
The failure of Israel to complete the conquest of Canaan:
1:1-2:23
Part Two:
The cycles of the judges:




3:1-16:31
Part Three:
The historical appendix of Israel's failures:


17:1-21:25

QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote the book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What are the purposes of the book?

4.
What are the key verses?

5.
What are the life and ministry principles of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES
PART ONE

THE FAILURE OF ISRAEL 
TO COMPLETE THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN


1:1-3:4
Judges 1
1 Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the children of Israel asked the Lord, saying, Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight against them?

2 And the Lord said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand.

3 And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, that we may fight against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot. So Simeon went with him.

4 And Judah went up; and the Lord delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand: and they slew of them in Bezek ten thousand men.

5 And they found Adoni-bezek in Bezek: and they fought against him, and they slew the Canaanites and the Perizzites.

6 But Adoni-bezek fled; and they pursued after him, and caught him, and cut off his thumbs and his great toes.

7 And Adoni-bezek said, Threescore and ten kings, having their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered their meat under my table: as I have done, so God hath requited me. And they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died.

8 Now the children of Judah had fought against Jerusalem, and had taken it, and smitten it with the edge of the sword, and set the city on fire.

9 And afterward the children of Judah went down to fight against the Canaanites, that dwelt in the mountain, and in the south, and in the valley.

10 And Judah went against the Canaanites that dwelt in Hebron: (now the name of Hebron before was Kirjath-arba:) and they slew Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai.

11 And from thence he went against the inhabitants of Debir: and the name of Debir before was Kirjath-sepher:

12 And Caleb said, He that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter to wife.

13 And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took it: and he gave him Achsah his daughter to wife.

14 And it came to pass, when she came to him, that she moved him to ask of her father a field: and she lighted from off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What wilt thou?

15 And she said unto him, Give me a blessing: for thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the nether springs.

16 And the children of the Kenite, Moses' father in law, went up out of the city of palm trees with the children of Judah into the wilderness of Judah, which lieth in the south of Arad; and they went and dwelt among the people.

17 And Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they slew the Canaanites that inhabited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. And the name of the city was called Hormah.

18 Also Judah took Gaza with the coast thereof, and Askelon with the coast thereof, and Ekron with the coast thereof.

19 And the Lord was with Judah; and he drave out the inhabitants of the mountain; but could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because they had chariots of iron.

20 And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as Moses said: and he expelled thence the three sons of Anak.

21 And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day.

22 And the house of Joseph, they also went up against Bethel: and the Lord was with them.

23 And the house of Joseph sent to descry Bethel. (Now the name of the city before was Luz.)

24 And the spies saw a man come forth out of the city, and they said unto him, Shew us, we pray thee, the entrance into the city, and we will shew thee mercy.

25 And when he shewed them the entrance into the city, they smote the city with the edge of the sword; but they let go the man and all his family.

26 And the man went into the land of the Hittites, and built a city, and called the name thereof Luz: which is the name thereof unto this day.

27 Neither did Manasseh drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shean and her towns, nor Taanach and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns: but the Canaanites would dwell in that land.

28 And it came to pass, when Israel was strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute, and did not utterly drive them out.

29 Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them.

30 Neither did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the Canaanites dwelt among them, and became tributaries.

31 Neither did Asher drive out the inhabitants of Accho, nor the inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehob:

32 But the Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land: for they did not drive them out.

33 Neither did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, nor the inhabitants of Beth-anath; but he dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land: nevertheless the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and of Beth-anath became tributaries unto them.

34 And the Amorites forced the children of Dan into the mountain: for they would not suffer them to come down to the valley:

35 But the Amorites would dwell in mount Heres in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim: yet the hand 
of the house of Joseph prevailed, so that they became tributaries.

36 And the coast of the Amorites was from the going up to Akrabbim, from the rock, and upward.

Outline 1:

(The era of Joshua ends on a positive note: Joshua 24:16 and Judges 3:7. The period of the Judges, however, describes the repeated cycle of failure of God's people, Israel, after the death of Joshua.   The questions the book of Judges raises include:  When everyone around us is doing right in his own eyes, how do we keep doing what is right in God's eyes? How do we live in a society without fixed standards?  What causes spiritual decline and what are the results?  How can we recover from spiritual failure?  Judges is truly a book paralleling the times in which we are living, so there is much we can learn from it.  It certainly challenges us that we ..."may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; Holding forth the word of life..." (Philippians 2:15-16a).
Israel's failures, as recorded in the book of Judges, serve as examples from which we can learn:  1 Corinthians 10:11.  Their problems begin in this opening chapter which records attempts waged by Israel to possess their promised land.  At the death of Joshua, much land remained to be possessed:  Joshua 31:1.  God had said to eliminate the heathen inhabitants completely because these nations were unspeakably evil and had repeatedly refused God's mercy: Deuteronomy 20:16-17.  Israel compromised by not totally eliminating the enemy as God had commanded.)

I.
Now after the death of Joshua, the children of Israel asked the Lord:  (1-2) 



A.
Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? 



("Canaanites" is a general term used for all of the enemies in the promised 


land.) 



B.
And the Lord said, Judah shall go up: Behold, I have delivered the land into his 


hand.  (Judah was the largest tribe, and their victories would serve as an 



inspiration to the other tribes.  God can deliver by many--as in the case of Judah-


-or by few, as we will see later in the example of Gideon's 300 men.)
II.
Battles and failures of the tribe of Judah.  (3-11)

A.
And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, that we 


may fight against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go with you into your lot. So 


Simeon went with him.  (Simeon's inheritance bordered Judah's, so it was logical 

that they go up together.  Also, the original heads of their tribes, Simeon and 


Judah, were blood brothers, both having been birthed by Leah.)

B.
And Judah went up and the Lord delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into 


their hand: 


1.
They slew 10,000 of them in Bezek.



2.
They found Adoni-bezek in Bezek and they fought against him.



3.
They slew the Canaanites and the Perizzites.


C.
But Adoni-bezek fled:



1.
And they pursued after him, caught him, and cut off his thumbs and his 



great toes.


2.
And Adoni-bezek said, Seventy kings, having their thumbs and their great 



toes cut off, used to gather scraps under my table: As I have
done,  so God 



has repaid me.  (Adoni-bezek had done this to enemy kings, and now he 



reaps what he sowed:  Galatians 6:7.)


3.
And they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died.




(Cutting off  the thumbs and big toes was an effective way of ending a 



military career, but mutilation was a pagan practice in which Israel 



should 
not have engaged.)
(Another application of this is that your spiritual enemy, Satan, wants to disable you so you cannot walk in God's ways--exemplified by the cutting off of the toes.  He wants to hinder you so you cannot work for God--exemplified by the cutting off of the thumbs. Satan also wants you to live on the scraps of this world rather than the abundance that God has provided for you at His table.) 


D.
Now the children of Judah fought against Jerusalem, took it, conquered it with 


the edge of the sword, and set the city on fire. 

E.
Afterward the children of Judah went down to fight against the Canaanites that 


dwelt in the mountain, in the south, and in the valley.



1.
And Judah went against the Canaanites that dwelt in Hebron--a city which 



was previously named Kirjath-arba--and they killed Sheshai,  Ahiman, and 



Talmai.



2.
And from there Judah went against the inhabitants of Debir: And the name 


of Debir previously was Kirjath-sepher.
III.
Caleb's daughter.  (12-15)


A.
Caleb said, He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, I will give to him 



Achsah my daughter to wife.


B.
And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took it: And Caleb gave 


him Achsah his daughter to wife.  (Later, Othniel became the first judge of 


Israel.)

C.
It came to pass, when Caleb's daughter came to him, that she asked her father for a 

field.  


1.
And when she dismounted from off her ass, Caleb said unto her, What do 



you want?



2
And she said unto him, Give me a blessing: For you have given me a south 


land; give me also springs of water. 


3.
And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the nether springs.

(Caleb's daughter provides an example of strategic intercession. She approached her 
father respectfully, made her request clearly, and received her answer.)  

IV.
And the children of the Kenite, Moses' father-in-law, went up out of the city of palm trees 
 (Jericho) with the children of Judah into the wilderness of Judah, which lies in the south 
of Arad; and they went and dwelt among the people.  (16)

(They did not rid the land of the inhabitants, but rather settled in among them.)

V.
Additional battles and failures of the tribe of Judah.  (17-20)


A.
Judah went with Simeon his brother, and they slew the Canaanites that 



inhabited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. And the name of the city was called 


Hormah (meaning "destruction").

B.
Also Judah took Gaza with the coast thereof, Askelon with the coast thereof, 


and Ekron with the coast thereof.


C.
And the Lord was with Judah: And he drove out the inhabitants of the mountain.


D.
But he could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because they had 



chariots of iron.   (Judah did not drive out the enemy living in the valley 



because they had iron chariots. It seems logical because the chariots made 


them superior militarily.  Later on, however, Deborah gained victory 



against 900 iron chariots. Judah's excuse was not valid.  They presumed 



they could not win the battle because they looked at the circumstances by 



sight instead of by faith.  They lost the divine perspective that would have 



enabled them to see the invisible, do the impossible, and remain 




invincible. In so doing, they set a pattern of compromise for the other 



tribes.)

D.
And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as Moses said: And he expelled the three sons 


of Anak from there.
VI.
Battles and failures of the tribe of Benjamin.  (21)

A.
The children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem.


B.
But the Jebusites dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day.


(Instead of expelling the enemy, they lived passively with them.  Are you living a 


settled-for life and trying to peacefully co-exist with the enemy?  If so, you, as 


Israel, will be deprived from receiving God's blessing.)

VII.
Battles and failures of the tribe of Joseph.  (22-26)


A.
And the house of Joseph also went up against Bethel:  And the Lord was with 


them.


B.
And the house of Joseph sent to descry (spy out) Bethel--a city previously named 


Luz.


C.
And the spies saw a man come forth out of the city and they said unto him, Show 


us, we ask you, the entrance into the city, and we will show you mercy.



1.
And when he showed them the entrance into the city, they smote the city 



with the edge of the sword; but they let the man and all his family go free.



2.
And the man went into the land of the Hittites, built a city, and called the 



name thereof Luz, which is the name thereof unto this day.
VIII.
Battles and failures of the tribe of Manasseh.  (27)

Neither did Manasseh drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shean and her towns, nor Taanach 
and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and 
her towns, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns: But the Canaanites would dwell 
in that land.  
IX.
And it came to pass, when Israel was strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute 
(working at forced labor), and did not utterly drive them out.  (28)

(Israel was strong enough to drive them out, but instead they decided to use them for 
profit.  They were more concerned with materialism than with pleasing God.  We have 
the resurrecting power of God within us, so what prevents us from conquering the 
enemy?)

X.
Battles and failures of the tribe of Ephraim:  They drove out the Canaanites that dwelt in 
Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them.  (29)
XI.
Battles and failures of the tribe of Zebulun:  Neither did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants 
of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the Canaanites dwelt among them, and 
became tributaries.  (30)
XII.
Battles and failures of the tribe of Asher. (31-32)


A.
Neither did Asher drive out the inhabitants of Accho, nor the inhabitants of Zidon, 

Ahlab, Achzib, Helbah, Aphik, and Rehob.

B.
The Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land: For they 


did not drive them out. 
XIII.
Battles and failures of the tribe of Naphtali (33)


A.
Neither did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, nor the 



inhabitants of Beth-anath.


B.
Naphtali dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land.


C.
The inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and of Beth-anath became tributaries (servants) 


unto them.

XIV.
Failure of the tribe of Dan.  (34)


A.
The Amorites forced the children of Dan into the mountain: For they would not let 

them come down to the valley.

B.
The Amorites dwelt in mount Heres in Aijalon and in Shaalbim.

XV.
Failure of the tribe of Joseph.  (35)


Yet the hand of the house of Joseph prevailed, so that they became tributaries. 


(They did not eliminate the enemy, but made them forced laborers). 
XVI.
And the coast (borders) of the Amorites was from the going up to Akrabbim, from 

the rock, and upward.   (36)
(Note that each tribe became progressively weaker than their predecessor. Eventually, the Cannanites dispossessed them of their land.)

Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
When do the events of the book of Judges occur?  (1)
2.
What did Israel ask the Lord?  (1)

3.
What was the Lord's answer and what did He promise?  (2)

4.
Who did the tribe Judah ask to go with them and what was their mission?  (3)
5.
Using verses 4-7 and the outline notes, answer the following questions.



-Who was delivered into Judah's hands?



-Who actually delivered the enemy into the hands of God's people?



-Who was slain?



-Who did they pursue and what did they do to him when they caught him?


-Why was their treatment of the enemy contrary to God's will?


-What statement did Adoni-bezek make in verse 7 regarding his fate?
6.
According to verse 8, against whom did Judah fight and what were 
the results?

7.
Using verses 9-10, describe the other battles of Judah.

8.
Using verses 11-15, answer the following questions.  


-What city was the target of this attack?


-What did Caleb promise to the man who took this city?



-Who took the city and what was his reward?


-What did the daughter of Caleb request of her father and what was his response?
9.
According to verse 16, where did the children of the Kenite and the children of Judah 
dwell?
10.
To whom were the Kenites related?  (16)

11.
What final phrase in verse 16 summarizes the disobedience of the Kenites?

12.
Using verses 17-19 and the outline, answer the following questions.  



-Who was with Judah?  



-What cities did they conquer?  



-Who did they not conquer and what was their excuse for not doing so?



-Was their excuse valid?  Why or why not?

13.
What two failures are recorded in verses 6 and 9?

14.
Who received Hebron as an inheritance?  (20)

15.
What did Caleb do to the sons of Anak who were inhabiting his land?  (20)

16.
According to verse 21, what did the tribe of Benjamin fail to do and what were the 
results?

17.
Using verses 22-26, answer the following questions:



-Against whom did the house of Joseph go up and who was with them?


-What did the spies ask of the man coming out of the city and what did they 


  promise him?



-What did the man do for them?



-What happened to the inhabitants of the city?



-Where did their informant go and what did he do there?

18.
According to verse 27, what did the tribe of Manasseh fail to do?

19.
What was one of Israel's motives for not eliminating the enemy?  (28)

20.
According to verse 29, what did the tribe of Ephraim fail to do?

21.
According to verse 30, what did the tribe of Zebulon fail to do?

22.
According to verses 31-32, what did the tribe ofAsher fail to do?

23.
According to verse 23, what did the tribe of Naphtali fail to do?

24.
According to verses 34-35, what did the Amorites do to the tribe of Dan?  

25.
When the house of Joseph prevailed over the enemy, what did they still fail to do?  What 
did they do instead?  (35)  
26.
What territory was occupied by the Amorites?  (36) 

27.
Review this chapter again and note the repeated use of the words "did not"; "neither, nor"; 
and "but". All of these words indicate the failure of God's people to obey His command 
and eliminate the enemy from their midst.  Are there any spiritual enemies that you have 
failed to eliminate from your midst?

28.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 2

1 And an angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you.

2 And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this?

3 Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you.

4 And it came to pass, when the angel of the Lord spake these words unto all the children of Israel, that the people lifted up their voice, and wept.

5 And they called the name of that place Bochim: and they sacrificed there unto the Lord.

6 And when Joshua had let the people go, the children of Israel went every man unto his inheritance to possess the land.

7 And the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the Lord, that he did for Israel.

8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being an hundred and ten years old.

9 And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the mount of Ephraim, on the north side of the hill Gaash.

10 And also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel.

11 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim:

12 And they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the people that were round about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the Lord to anger.

13 And they forsook the Lord, and served Baal and Ashtaroth.

14 And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of their enemies round about, so that they could not any longer stand before their enemies.

15 Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the Lord was against them for evil, as the Lord had said, and as the Lord had sworn unto them: and they were greatly distressed.

16 Nevertheless the Lord raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them.

17 And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they went a whoring after other gods, and bowed themselves unto them: they turned quickly out of the way which their fathers walked in, obeying the commandments of the Lord; but they did not so.

18 And when the Lord raised them up judges, then the Lord was with the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge: for it repented the Lord because of their groanings by reason of them that oppressed them and vexed them.

19 And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they returned, and corrupted themselves more than their fathers, in following other gods to serve them, and to bow down unto them; they ceased not from their own doings, nor from their stubborn way.

20 And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel; and he said, Because that this people hath transgressed my covenant which I commanded their fathers, and have not hearkened unto my voice;

21 I also will not henceforth drive out any from before them of the nations which Joshua left when he died:

22 That through them I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the way of the Lord to walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, or not.

23 Therefore the Lord left those nations, without driving them out hastily; neither delivered he them into the hand of Joshua.

Outline 2:

(This chapter is the key to the book of Joshua.  God told Israel to totally destroy the enemy, not to live in co-existence with them.  They refused and were soon worshipping the gods of the heathen nations around them, adopting their customs, and intermarrying with them.)

I.
A message from the Angel of the Lord.  (1-3)


(The Angel of the Lord which appeared here and in other Old Testament accounts 

performed actions such as revelation, deliverance, and judgment.  The Angel of the Lord is 
actually an appearance of the Lord Himself in a form that prevents man from seeing his 
face and dying: Exodus 33:20.  Note that the message in this passage doesn't say "God" did 
these things, rather "I" did them, confirming that this was an appearance of the Lord 


himself.  The Angel Of the Lord first appeared to Hagaar in Genesis 16:7-10.)


And an angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal  (where Israel had experienced victory) to 
Bochim (which means a place of weeping).  He said:


A.
I made you go up out of Egypt.


B.
I have brought you unto the land which I swore unto your fathers.


C.
I said, I will never break my covenant with you.  (God was faithful to the 



covenant, but Israel was not.)

D.
I said that you shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; you shall 


throw down their altars.  (Israel was to have no relationship with the heathen 


nations.)

E.
But you have not obeyed my voice: Why have you done this?


F.
Wherefore I also said:



1.
I will not drive them out from before you.



2.
They shall be as thorns in your sides.



3.
Their gods shall be a snare unto you.  (A snare is a trap set for an unwary 



victim.)

(This message was delivered at Bochim, a place of weeping.  Partial obedience is 

disobedience and always results in sorrow.)
II.
The response of Israel.  (4-6)

A.
And it came to pass, when the angel of the Lord spoke these words unto all the 


children of Israel, that the people lifted up their voice and wept.  

B.
And they called the name of that place Bochim (which means a place of weeping): 

And they sacrificed there unto the Lord.


(They wept, but it was a superficial sorrow that did not change anything.  They 


were sorry for the consequences of their sins rather than the sin itself.  This is 


evidenced by their subsequent refusal to change. They even sacrificed, but God 


wants obedience rather than sacrifice: 1 Samuel 15:22.)


C.
And when Joshua had let the people go, the children of Israel went, every man 


unto his inheritance, to possess the land.  (They were to return and possess their 


land and totally eliminate the enemy, but they did not do so.  They tried to co-exist 

with them, but there is no such thing as peaceful coexistence with the enemy) 
III.
The death of Joshua.  (7-9)


A.
And the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the 


elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the Lord that He 


did for Israel.  (Note what a great impact that one man, committed to God, can 


have on his generation, even after his death.)

B.
And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being 110 years old.


C.
And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the 


mount of Ephraim, on the north side of the hill Gaash.


(Joshua did not appoint a successor because Israel was to live as a theocracy 


with God as their king.  The priests, Levites, and prophets were to represent man 


to God and God to man and there were civil leaders in each tribe that were 


appointed to handle routine matters.)

IV.
Sins of a new generation.  (10-13)

A.
And when all of that generation were gathered unto their fathers, there arose 


another generation after them, which did not know the Lord, nor the works which 


He had done for Israel.  (They did not understand or acknowledge the Lord or His 

works.  They had no personal experience and no knowledge of Him by



observation.)

B.
And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim:



1.
They forsook the Lord God of their fathers, which brought them out of the 



land of Egypt.



2.
They followed other gods, of the gods of the people that were round about 



them, bowing themselves unto them and provoking the Lord to anger.



3.
They forsook the Lord, and served Baal and Ashtaroth (Baal and 




Ashtaroth were false gods of 
the Cananites believed to be gods of  



fertility, sensuality, and reproduction.  Their worship included 




prostitution, drunken sexual orgies, idolatry, homosexuality and human 



sacrifice.)


(Note that unresolved sin leads to following after other gods, and in the end, 


forsaking the true and living God.  When you forsake God, you will always fill the 

spiritual void with an idol.)

V.
Judgment from God.  (14-15)


A.
And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and He delivered them into the 


hands of spoilers that spoiled them.


B.
And He sold them into the hands of their enemies round about, so that they could 


no longer stand before their enemies.


C.
Wherever they went out, the hand of the Lord was against them for evil, as the 


Lord had said.


D.
And as the Lord had sworn unto them, they were greatly distressed.

VI.
The repeated cycle of the book of  judges.  (16-19)


A.
Nevertheless the Lord raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of 


those that spoiled them.  (In civil proceedings, a judge was a mediator between 


two people who were at odds with each other.  In the era of the judges, a judge 


served 
between the people and God, calling them back from their evil ways to the 


righteous ways of the Lord.  As you study about these men, you will note that 


they were not self-appointed, elected by man, or chosen on the basis of their 


talents, education, or abilities.  They were raised up by God, as so should be our 


spiritual leaders.)


B.
Yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they went a whoring after 


other gods, and bowed themselves unto them.


C.
They turned quickly out of the way which their fathers walked in obeying the 


commandments of the Lord:  But they did not do so.


D.
And when the Lord raised them up judges:



1.
Then the Lord was with the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of 



their enemies all the days of the judge: For the Lord repented because of 



their groanings by reason of them that oppressed them and vexed them.



(This does not mean God repented of evil, as we repent, rather that God  
repealed the judgment because of peoples' repentance. God responds to 
you on the basis of your response to Him. See also Hebrews 6:18; 
Numbers 23:19; 1 Samuel 15:29; Genesis 6:6; Exodus 32:14; 2 Kings 20. 
Amos 7:3; Luke 11:30; Matthew 12:39.)


2.
And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they returned and 



corrupted themselves more than their fathers in following other gods to 



serve them and to bow down unto them; they did not cease from their own 



doings, nor from their stubborn way.

(This is a summary of the recurring cycle of the book of Judges:  



-Rest:  The people are at rest and serving God.



-Rebellion:  The people rebel against God.



-Retribution:  God sends judgment.



-Recognition: The people acknowledge their sin.



-Repentance:  The people repent of their sin.



-Restoration:  God's people are restored to....



-Right relationship: Which results in rest and the cycle begins again.


See Psalm 106:40-46 where the psalmist reviews this cycle.)  
VII.
The judgment of God.  (20-23)


A.
And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel and He said:



1.
Because this people have transgressed my covenant which I 




commanded their fathers, and have not hearkened unto my voice; I also 



will no longer drive out from before them any of the nations which 




Joshua left when he died.



2.
Through them I will prove Israel to see whether they will keep the way of 



the Lord to walk therein, as their fathers did not keep it.




(When permitted by God, the presence of an enemy always has divine 



purpose. The people had disobeyed by not eliminating the enemy, so God 



allowed the enemy to remain and used them for His purposes.) 


B.
Therefore the Lord left those nations, without driving them out hastily; neither 


did He deliver them into the hand of Joshua.
Study questions on chapter 2:
1.
Using verses 1-3, summarize the message of the Angel of the Lord.
2.
In what specific ways had God been faithful to Israel?  (1-3)

3.
In what ways had Israel disobeyed God? (1-3)

4.
What was the response of the children of Israel to this message?  (4-5)

5.
Where did the people go after this assembly was concluded?  (6)
6.
How did the people live during the remaining days of Joshua?  (7)

7.
How old was Joshua when he died?  (8)

8.
Where was Joshua buried?  (9)

9.
What do you learn about the spiritual condition of the generation that arose after the time 
of Joshua?  (10-13)



-Who did they not know?



-What had they not seen?



-What did they do?



-Who did they serve?



-Who did they forsake?

10.
Why was Israel open to worshipping the gods of Baal and Ashtaroth?  (13 and outline. 
See also 2 Kings 23:4-7.)
11.
Using verses 14-19, answer the following questions.



-How did God feel about Israel's transgressions?



-What did God do because of Israel's sin and idolatry?


-What did God do that showed His great mercy despite their sin?



-Who raised up the judges of Israel?



-What were conditions like when a godly judge ruled?



-What happened each time the godly judge died?



-What cycle did Israel continuously repeat?

12.
Using verses 20-23, answer the following questions:  



-Why was God angry with Israel?



-What did God finally declare He would not do?



-For what purpose did God leave the heathen nations around Israel?

13.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

PART THREE

THE CYCLES OF THE JUDGES

3:1-16:31

Judges 3

1 Now these are the nations which the Lord left, to prove Israel by them, even as many of Israel as had not known all the wars of Canaan;

2 Only that the generations of the children of Israel might know, to teach them war, at the least such as before knew nothing thereof;

3 Namely, five lords of the Philistines, and all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the Hivites that dwelt in mount Lebanon, from mount Baal-hermon unto the entering in of Hamath.

4 And they were to prove Israel by them, to know whether they would hearken unto the commandments of the Lord, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses.

5 And the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites, and Hivites, and Jebusites:

6 And they took their daughters to be their wives, and gave their daughters to their sons, and served their gods.

7 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and forgat the Lord their God, and served Baalim and the groves.

8 Therefore the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of Chushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia: and the children of Israel served Chushan-rishathaim eight years.

9 And when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer to the children of Israel, who delivered them, even Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother.

10 And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war: and the Lord delivered Chushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim.

11 And the land had rest forty years. And Othniel the son of Kenaz died.

12 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in the sight of the Lord.

13 And he gathered unto him the children of Ammon and Amalek, and went and smote Israel, and possessed the city of palm trees.

14 So the children of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years.

15 But when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, the Lord raised them up a deliverer, Ehud the son of Gera, a Benjamite, a man lefthanded: and by him the children of Israel sent a present unto Eglon the king of Moab.

16 But Ehud made him a dagger which had two edges, of a cubit length; and he did gird it under his raiment upon his right thigh.

17 And he brought the present unto Eglon king of Moab: and Eglon was a very fat man.

18 And when he had made an end to offer the present, he sent away the people that bare the present.

19 But he himself turned again from the quarries that were by Gilgal, and said, I have a secret errand unto thee, O king: who said, Keep silence. And all that stood by him went out from him.

20 And Ehud came unto him; and he was sitting in a summer parlour, which he had for himself alone. And Ehud said, I have a message from God unto thee. And he arose out of his seat.

21 And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly:

22 And the haft also went in after the blade; and the fat closed upon the blade, so that he could not draw the dagger out of his belly; and the dirt came out.

23 Then Ehud went forth through the porch, and shut the doors of the parlour upon him, and locked them.

24 When he was gone out, his servants came; and when they saw that, behold, the doors of the parlour were locked, they said, Surely he covereth his feet in his summer chamber.

25 And they tarried till they were ashamed: and, behold, he opened not the doors of the parlour; therefore they took a key, and opened them: and, behold, their lord was fallen down dead on the earth.

26 And Ehud escaped while they tarried, and passed beyond the quarries, and escaped unto Seirath.

27 And it came to pass, when he was come, that he blew a trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim, and the children of Israel went down with him from the mount, and he before them.

28 And he said unto them, Follow after me: for the Lord hath delivered your enemies the Moabites into your hand. And they went down after him, and took the fords of Jordan toward Moab, and suffered not a man to pass over.

29 And they slew of Moab at that time about ten thousand men, all lusty, and all men of valour; and there escaped not a man.

30 So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the land had rest fourscore years.

31 And after him was Shamgar the son of Anath, which slew of the Philistines six hundred men with an ox goad: and he also delivered Israel.

Outline 3:

I.
Heathen nations in Canaan.  (1-4)


A.
A lesson for the new generation.  


1.
Now these are the nations which the Lord left, to prove Israel by them, 



even as many of Israel that had not known all the wars of Canaan.


2.
He left these nations so that the generations of the children of Israel might 



know, to teach them war, at the least those who knew nothing thereof.


(The presence of the enemy taught Israel to war.  Our spiritual enemies allow us 


to learn strategies of spiritual warfare.) 


B.
Who remained in the land. 


1.
Five lords of the Philistines.



2.
The Canaanites.



3.
The Sidonians.



4.
The Hivites that dwelt in mount Lebanon, from mount Baal-hermon unto 



the entering in of Hamath.

C.
The purpose. And they were to prove Israel, to know whether they would listen


and obey the commandments of the Lord, which He commanded their fathers 


by the hand of Moses.

II.
The repeated cycle of failure.  (5-8)

A.
And the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 



Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites.  (They dwelt among them instead of eliminating 


them as God had commanded.)

B.
And they took from these heathen nations their daughters to be their wives, and 


gave their daughters to their sons, and served their gods.  (If you are not obeying 


God's Word and you live in the midst
of evil, you will soon embrace evil.)

C.
And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and forgot the Lord 


their God, and served Baalim and the groves (groves were sacred areas near the 


idols).


D.
Therefore the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel:



1.
And He sold them into the hand of Chushan-rishathaim king of 




Mesopotamia.



2.
And the children of Israel served Chushan-rishathaim eight years.




(The name "Rishathaim" means doubly wicked.)

III.
Judge Othniel.  (9-11)


A.
And when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer 

to the children of Israel, who delivered them, even Othniel the son of Kenaz, 



Caleb's younger brother.  (Here we see an example of the purpose of chastening 


described in Hebrews 12:5-11.  It leads us to return to God.  Also note that 


Othniel came from a good family background, unlike Shamgar and Jepthah about 

whom you will study later. God does not choose people based on whether or not 


they have a great family heritage.  Do not let a dysfunctional family background 


prevent you from embracing God's destiny for your life.) 

B.
The Spirit of the Lord came upon Othniel and:



1.
He judged Israel.



2.
He went out to war and the Lord delivered Chushan-rishathaim king of 



Mesopotamia into his hand and his hand prevailed against him.


3.
Under him the land had rest for 40 years. 

C.
Then Othniel the son of Kenaz died.
(Othniel first appears in Joshua 15, a story repeated in Judges 1:11-15.  Caleb had conquered the heart of Canaanite power at Hebron and he issued a challenge that he would give his daughter to whoever conquered the other stronghold of Debir.  Othniel accomplished this feat.  He was the son of Caleb's brother, so he had a good family background. He was a man of proven ability, having gone into battle and conquered a powerful foe, as Debir was a stronghold of giants.  Othniel was apparently not concerned with material gain for himself--his wife had to ask for the springs they needed for their land.  Othniel served Israel for 40 years. See also 1 Chronicles 4:13 and 27:15. )

IV.
The repeated cycle of failure.  (12-14)


A.
And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord.


B.
And the Lord strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because 



they had done evil in the sight of the Lord.


C.
And he gathered unto him the children of Ammon and Amalek and they went and 


smote Israel and possessed the city of palm trees (Jericho).

D.
So the children of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab for 18 years.

V.
Judge Ehud.  But when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, the Lord raised them up 

a deliverer, Ehud the son of Gera, a Benjamite, a left-handed man.  (15)
VI.
Ehud's present for the king.  (15-18)

A.
By Ehud, the children of Israel sent a present unto Eglon the king of Moab. 


 (It was a gift or tribute money to appease him.)

B.
But Ehud made himself a dagger which had two edges, a cubit in length; and 


he concealed it under his raiment upon his right thigh.


C.
And  he brought the present unto Eglon king of Moab, who was a very fat 



man.


D.
And when Ehud had offered the present, he sent away the people that bore 



the present (the people who had come with him to provide security and help 


deliver the present safely).

VII.
Ehud conquers the king.  (19-22)


A.
But he himself returned from the quarries that were by Gilgal, and said, I 



have a secret errand unto you, oh king.


B.
The king told those around him to keep silence, and all that stood by him 



went out from him.


C.
And Ehud came unto him where he was sitting in a summer parlor, which 



he had for himself alone. 

D.
And Ehud said, I have a message from God unto you. And the king arose 



out of his seat.  (He rose out of respect to another god, not out of respect to the 


true God.)

E.
And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the dagger from his right thigh, 



and thrust it into the king's belly.


1.
And the haft of the dagger went in after the blade.



2.
And the fat closed upon the blade, so that he could not draw the 




dagger out of his belly.



3.
And the dirt came out.  (This refers to the contents of his intestines.)
VIII.
Ehud escapes:  Then Ehud went out through the porch, and shut the doors of the parlor 
upon the king, and locked them.  (23-26)

(Ehud knew that the king's servants would not enter without the king's permission.)


A.
When Ehud had gone out, the king's servants came.



1.
And when they saw that the doors of the parlor were locked, they said, 



Surely he covers his feet in his summer chamber.  (They thought he was 



relieving himself.)


2
And they tarried until they were ashamed and still, he did not open the 



doors of the parlor.



3.
Therefore they finally took a key, opened the doors, and there they saw 



their lord lying dead on the earth.


B.
And Ehud escaped while they tarried, and passed beyond the quarries, and 



escaped unto Seirath.
IX.
Ehud leads Israel to subdue Moab.  (27-30)

A.
And it came to pass, when Ehud came, that he blew a trumpet in the mountain of 


Ephraim, and the children of Israel went down with him from the mount, and he 


went before them.


B.
And Ehud said unto them, Follow after me: For the Lord has delivered your 


enemies the Moabites into your hand. 

C.
And they went down after him, and took the fords of Jordan toward Moab, and 


did not allow any man to pass over.  (The fords of Jordan were the way the 


Moabites could have escaped, so Ehud's men secured these first and then went to


battle.)

D.
And they slew at that time about 10,000 men of Moab, all lusty, and all men of 


valor; and no one escaped.


E.
So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. 

F.
And the land had rest for 80 years.
(Ehud served as a judge for 80 years.  He was born with a great limitation, in that he was left-handed and only right-handed men were considered good warriors. The fact that he was left-handed--actually rendered as "hindered in the right hand"--was ironic, as he was from the tribe of Benjamin which means (son of my right hand".  Ehud not only accepted what was considered in those days to be a limitation, he used it. What others thought a defect, he turned into a weapon for God.  Ehud was a courageous man. He apparently could not raise an army to go with him to confront the enemy, so went alone. Meeting the king in the summerhouse, he claimed to have a message for him from God.   Then he put his left hand under his robe, drew out a dagger, and killed him.  Upon entering the king's presence, Ehud's right side would have been searched for a weapon, as that is where the majority of men kept their weapons. Ehud's disability enabled him to get his weapon past palace security.)
X.
Judge Shamgar.  (31)


A.
And after Ehud, Shamgar the son of Anath served as judge.  (Anath, Shamgar's 


father, was named after a Canaanite god of sex and war.  Unlike Othniel, 



Shamgar probably did not come from a godly heritage.) 

B.
He slew 600 Philistine men with an ox goad.  (An ox goad was a sharp stick used 


to urge a reluctant beast to move.  Israel had been disarmed, so this was the only 


weapon available: Judges 5:8)

C.
He also delivered Israel.

(Shamgar used an ox goad to slay 600 Philistines.  We think we must have the latest technology or sufficient funds to do what God has commanded.  God can use what you have, even if it is crude. Moses used a shepherd's rod.  David used a sling shot.   In the book of  Judges, Jabel used a single nail;  Samson used the jawbone of an ass;  Gideon went to battle with trumpets, pots, and candles; and an unnamed woman used a millstone.   What is in your hand that you can use for God?)

Study questions on chapter 3:
1.
According to verses 1-4, who was left among Israel by God and for what purpose?
2.
Who did Israel dwell among?  (5)

3.
With whom did Israel intermarry?  (5-6)

4.
According to verse 7, what were the sins committed by Israel?

5.
For what reason was God angry with Israel?  (7-8)

6.
To whom did Israel go into bondage?  (8)

7.
What did God do when Israel cried out to Him for help?  (9)

8.
Using verses 9-11 and the outline notes, summarize what you learn about Judge Othniel.

9.
What cycle is repeated in verse 12 and what were the results according to verses 12-14?

10.
According to verse 15, what happened this time when Israel cried to the Lord?
11.
Using verses 15-30, answer the following questions.



-What specific physical characteristic is noted about judge Ehud?


-What did Ehud make?



-How did Ehud conceal his weapon?



-How did Ehud gain a private meeting with the king?



-What did Ehud do to the king?



-How did Ehud escape?



-What happened when the servants finally checked on the king?



-What did Ehud do when he arrived in Ephraim?



-Who responded to his call?



-What was Ehud's challenge to the people in verse 28?



-Who did Ehud and Israel conquer and how many men were slain?


-For how long did Israel have rest after this great victory?

12.
Who followed Ehud as a judge and what do you learn about him in verse 31? 
13.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 4

1 And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord, when Ehud was dead.

2 And the Lord sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; the captain of whose host was Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles.

3 And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord: for he had nine hundred chariots of iron; and twenty years he mightily oppressed the children of Israel.

4 And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time.

5 And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in mount Ephraim: and the children of Israel came up to her for judgment.

6 And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him, Hath not the Lord God of Israel commanded, saying, Go and draw toward mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun?

7 And I will draw unto thee to the river Kishon Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, with his chariots and his multitude; and I will deliver him into thine hand.

8 And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will go: but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not go.

9 And she said, I will surely go with thee: notwithstanding the journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honour; for the Lord shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh.

10 And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and he went up with ten thousand men at his feet: and Deborah went up with him.

11 Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the children of Hobab the father in law of Moses, had severed himself from the Kenites, and pitched his tent unto the plain of Zaanaim, which is by Kedesh.

12 And they shewed Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor.

13 And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the people that were with him, from Harosheth of the Gentiles unto the river of Kishon.

14 And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this is the day in which the Lord hath delivered Sisera into thine hand: is not the Lord gone out before thee? So Barak went down from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after him.

15 And the Lord discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and all his host, with the edge of the sword before Barak; so that Sisera lighted down off his chariot, and fled away on his feet.

16 But Barak pursued after the chariots, and after the host, unto Harosheth of the Gentiles: and all the host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword; and there was not a man left.

17 Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite: for there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite.

18 And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not. And when he had turned in unto her into the tent, she covered him with a mantle.

19 And he said unto her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water to drink; for I am thirsty. And she opened a bottle of milk, and gave him drink, and covered him.

20 Again he said unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be, when any man doth come and inquire of thee, and say, Is there any man here? that thou shalt say, No.

21 Then Jael Heber's wife took a nail of the tent, and took an hammer in her hand, and went softly unto him, and smote the nail into his temples, and fastened it into the ground: for he was fast asleep and weary. So he died.

22 And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said unto him, Come, and I will shew thee the man whom thou seekest. And when he came into her tent, behold, Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in his temples.

23 So God subdued on that day Jabin the king of Canaan before the children of Israel.

24 And the hand of the children of Israel prospered, and prevailed against Jabin the king of Canaan, until they had destroyed Jabin king of Canaan.

Outline 4:

(Here are the key people mentioned in the account recorded in chapters 4-5:


-Deborah, a judge in Israel.


-Barak, a reluctant Israeli general.


-Jabin, king of Hazor in Canaan, a tyrant who enslaved Israel. 


-Heber, a Canaanite neighbor at peace with Jabin.


-Sisera, captain of Jabin's army.


-Jael, wife of Heber.

The conditions of this time are described in Judges 5:6-8.)
I.
The repeated cycle of failure.  (1-3)


A.
And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord when Ehud was 


dead.  (Your spiritual experience cannot be based on man, for when that man 


fails, moves elsewhere, or dies as Ehud did, your experience will suffer.)

B.
And the Lord sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in 


Hazor; the captain of his host was Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of the 



Gentiles.


C.
And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord: 


1.
For he had 900 chariots of iron.  (This was the latest in military technology 


at the time.)


2.
For 20 years he mightily oppressed the children of Israel.



(This captivity was longer than previous ones.  Each time you return to 



sin, the
bondage strengthens and lengthens: Galatians 5:1.)

II.
Judge Deborah.  (4-5)


A.
Her spiritual status:  She was a prophetess.


B.
Her domestic status:  She was the wife of Lapidoth.


C.
Her professional status:  She  judged Israel at that time.


D.
Her dwelling:  She dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and 


Bethel in mount Ephraim.


E.
Her clients:  And the children of Israel came up to her for judgment.

(Deborah did not have a fancy office or a secretary. She simply ministered under a palm 
tree, yet people came to her and she devoted her life in service to God's people. 
Regardless of the dark circumstances of the time, Deborah could hear the voice of God.  She reflects a powerful, dynamic woman who not only fulfilled her responsibilities as a wife, but also did great things for God. What qualifies you for service is not your sex, your geographic location, or your education--rather it is your relationship with God. God knows right where you are and will bring to you the people to whom you are to minister and raise you up for service at strategic times.)

III.
Deborah's challenge to Barak.  (6-9)


A.
And Deborah sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, 


and said unto him: Has not the Lord God of Israel commanded, saying:



1.
Go and draw toward mount Tabor, and take with you 10,000 men of the 



children of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun.


2.
And I will draw unto you to at Kishon River Sisera, the captain of Jabin's 



army, with his chariots and his multitude; and I will deliver him into your 



hand.



(Deborah issued a call to Barak, but the Lord had already given him a command 


to go.  God still calls men and women today.  What will be your response?  God 


had also called the enemy so that His people could defeat them.  Barak was to 


"go" and "take".  God would "draw" and "deliver".  We are not told who took the 


message to Barak from Deborah.  There are many unnamed, faithful people that 


regularly expedite the work of God.)


B.
And Barak said unto her, If you will go with me, then I will go: But if you will not 

go with me, then I will not go.  (Barak was reluctant to go, but is still listed as an 


example of faith in Hebrews 11:32.  It is better to go reluctantly and fearfully than 

not to go at all.)

C.
And she said:



1.
I will surely go with you, but the journey that you take will not be for your 



honor.



2.
For the Lord shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. 

D.
And Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh.

(Deborah was ready to go.  Barak responded with reservation.  What will be your 
response when the Lord speaks to you?  Will you respond with reservation or with 
readiness?  There was nothing improper about Deborah and Barak working together.  It 
was not inconsistent with the conduct of mature people of God of the time, such as Elijah 
living in the home of a widow or Ruth spending the night with Boaz on the threshing 
floor.  There is a place of spiritual maturity where one is so governed by their 

experience with God that there is no temptation in such a working relationship.  
Believers should, however, always shun the appearance of evil and never put themselves 
in a place where they know they are weak and will be tempted.)
IV.
The battle with Sisera.  (10-16)

A.
And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and he went up with 10,000 


men at his feet (following him on his heels) and Deborah went up with him.


B.
Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the children of Hobab the father-in-law of 


Moses, had severed himself from the Kenites and pitched his tent unto the plain 


of Zaanaim, which is by Kedesh. And the Kenites warned Sisera that Barak the 


son of Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor.


C.
And Sisera gathered together all his chariots--900 chariots of iron--and all the 


people that were with him, from Harosheth of the Gentiles unto the river of 


Kishon.


D.
And Deborah said unto Barak:  


1.
Rise up--for this is the day in which the Lord has delivered Sisera into 



your hand.



2.
Is not the Lord gone out before you? 

E.
So Barak went down from mount Tabor, and 10,000 men after him.


F.
And the Lord discomfited Sisera,  his chariots, and all his host with the 


edge of the sword before Barak, so that Sisera finally jumped down off his chariot, 

and fled away by foot.  (Probably because the chariots were getting stuck in the 


mud in the rain and flood sent by God as recorded Judges 5.)

G.
But Barak pursued after the chariots and the host unto Harosheth of the Gentiles.


H.
And all the host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword; and there was not a man 

left.

V.
The death of Sisera.  (17- 22)


A.
Sisera, however,  fled away by foot to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the 


Kenite:  For there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of 


Heber the Kenite.


B.
And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to 


me; fear not. And when he had turned in unto her into the tent, she covered him 


with a mantle.


C.
And Sisera said unto her:



1.
Give me, I ask you, a little water to drink; for I am thirsty. And she 




opened a bottle of milk, and gave him a drink, and covered him.



2.
Again he said unto her, Stand in the door of the tent, and when any man  



comes and inquires of you and asks, Is there any man here? You shall say, 



No.


D.
Then Jael, Heber's wife, took a nail of the tent, and took an hammer in her hand, 


and went quietly unto him, and smote the nail into his temples, and fastened it into 

the ground: For he was fast asleep and weary. So he died.



(This fulfilled the prophetic word of Judges 4:9;  What began as a normal day for 


this housewife turned 
into a tremendous opportunity.  What opportunities await 


you in the midst of your routine today?) 


E.
And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said unto 


him:



1.
Come, and I will show you the man you are seeking.



2.
And when he came into her tent, behold, Sisera lay dead and the nail was 



in his temples.


(Sisera planned to destroy Israel with iron chariots, but he was defeated with one 


iron nail!  If you rise up in God's name and His power, He will take what was 


meant to destroy you and turn it against the enemy!)

VI.
King Jabin of Canaan is defeated.  (23-24)

A.
So God subdued on that day Jabin the king of Canaan before the children of Israel.


B.
And the hand of the children of Israel prospered, and prevailed against Jabin the 


king of Canaan, until they had destroyed him.

Study questions on chapter 4:
1.
According to verse 1, what happened after Ehud died?
2.
What did God do about this rebellion?  (2)

3.
According to verse 3, what do you learn about Jabin's military forces and the length of his 
oppression of Israel?

4.
What happened when Israel cried unto the Lord for deliverance?  (3-4)
5.
Summarize what you learn about Deborah in verses 4-5.
6.
For whom did Deborah send?  (6)

7.
What message from God did Deborah deliver to Barak?  (6-7)

8.
What was Barak's response to God's message?  (8)
9.
What was Deborah's decision in light of Barak's response?  (9)

10.
Who did Barak call upon to go up with him and Deborah to battle and what was the size 
of the army? (10)

11.
Who was Heber the Kenite and what information did he give the enemy regarding 
Baraak?  (11-12)

12.
Who was attacking Israel and what were his military forces like?  (13)

13.
What was Deborah's prophetic command in verse 14 and what was Barak's response?

14.
How many men were with Barak?  (14)

15.
What were the results of the battle?  (15)

16.
How did Sisera flee?  (15)

17.
Who did Barak pursue and what was the result?  (16)

18.
Where did Sisera flee to?  (17)

19.
What appeal did Jael make to Sisera and why did Sisera accept?  (18)

20.
What did Sisera ask of Jael and what was her response?  (19)

21.
What did Sisera ask Jael to do while he rested?  (20)

22.
What did Jael do while Sisera slept?  (21)

23.
What happened when Barak showed up at Jael's residence in pursuit of Sisera? (22)

24.
What was the final result of the  battle?  (23-24)

25.
How long did Israel prosper and prevail against Jabin?  (24)

26.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 5

1 Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that day, saying,

2 Praise ye the Lord for the avenging of Israel, when the people willingly offered themselves.

3 Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; I, even I, will sing unto the Lord; I will sing praise to the Lord God of Israel.

4 Lord, when thou wentest out of Seir, when thou marchedst out of the field of Edom, the earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds also dropped water.

5 The mountains melted from before the Lord, even that Sinai from before the Lord God of Israel.

6 In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the highways were unoccupied, and the travellers walked through byways.

7 The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in Israel, until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in Israel.

8 They chose new gods; then was war in the gates: was there a shield or spear seen among forty thousand in Israel?

9 My heart is toward the governors of Israel, that offered themselves willingly among the people. Bless ye the Lord.

10 Speak, ye that ride on white asses, ye that sit in judgment, and walk by the way.

11 They that are delivered from the noise of archers in the places of drawing water, there shall they rehearse the righteous acts of the Lord, even the righteous acts toward the inhabitants of his villages in Israel: then shall the people of the Lord go down to the gates.

12 Awake, awake, Deborah: awake, awake, utter a song: arise, Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou son of Abinoam.

13 Then he made him that remaineth have dominion over the nobles among the people: the Lord made me have dominion over the mighty.

14 Out of Ephraim was there a root of them against Amalek; after thee, Benjamin, among thy people; out of Machir came down governors, and out of Zebulun they that handle the pen of the writer.

15 And the princes of Issachar were with Deborah; even Issachar, and also Barak: he was sent on foot into the valley. For the divisions of Reuben there were great thoughts of heart.

16 Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds, to hear the bleatings of the flocks? For the divisions of Reuben there were great searchings of heart.

17 Gilead abode beyond Jordan: and why did Dan remain in ships? Asher continued on the sea shore, and abode in his breaches.

18 Zebulun and Naphtali were a people that jeoparded their lives unto the death in the high places of the field.

19 The kings came and fought, then fought the kings of Canaan in Taanach by the waters of Megiddo; they took no gain of money.

20 They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses fought against Sisera.

21 The river of Kishon swept them away, that ancient river, the river Kishon. O my soul, thou hast trodden down strength.

22 Then were the horsehoofs broken by the means of the pransings, the pransings of their mighty ones.

23 Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; because they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty.

24 Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite be, blessed shall she be above women in the tent.

25 He asked water, and she gave him milk; she brought forth butter in a lordly dish.

26 She put her hand to the nail, and her right hand to the workmen's hammer; and with the hammer she smote Sisera, she smote off his head, when she had pierced and stricken through his temples.

27 At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down: at her feet he bowed, he fell: where he bowed, there he fell down dead.

28 The mother of Sisera looked out at a window, and cried through the lattice, Why is his chariot so long in coming? why tarry the wheels of his chariots?

29 Her wise ladies answered her, yea, she returned answer to herself,

30 Have they not sped? have they not divided the prey; to every man a damsel or two; to Sisera a prey of divers colours, a prey of divers colours of needlework, of divers colours of needlework on both sides, meet for the necks of them that take the spoil?

31 So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord: but let them that love him be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might. And the land had rest forty years.

Outline 5:

(This chapter is a song of praise lifted by Deborah and Barak after the battle described in chapter four.  It is not just a beautiful song, however.  It is also provides an analogy of the various responses of believers to the call of God to service.)

Then Deborah and Barak, the son of Abinoam, sang this song on that day.
I.
Praise to the God of Israel.  (1-3)


A.
Praise the Lord for the avenging of Israel, when the people willingly offered 


themselves.


B.
Hear, oh you kings; give ear, oh you princes; I, even I, will sing unto the Lord; I 


will sing praise to the Lord God of Israel.
II.
What happened when God went forth to battle.  (4-5)


Lord, when you went out of Seir, when you marched out of the field of Edom:


A.
The earth trembled.


B.
The heavens dropped.


C.
The clouds also dropped water.


D.
The mountains melted from before the Lord, even Mt. Sinai, from before the Lord 

God of Israel.

(This passage suggests that God sent a huge rain or flood which made the chariots and 
horses useless, as they would have sunk in the mud.)

III.
Conditions in Israel at the time.  (6-8) 


In the days of Shamgar, the son of Anath, and in the days of Jael:


A.
The highways were unoccupied.


B.
The travelers walked through byways.


C.
The inhabitants of the villages ceased.


D.
These were the conditions in Israel until I, Deborah, arose, as a mother in Israel.



(Note that Deborah did not wait for others to respond to go to battle  We have no 


record of her husband joining the battle, but he apparently gave her freedom to 


respond to the call of God upon her life.)

E.
They chose new gods.  (Note that they chose many gods as idols, not just one.) 

F.
There was war in the gates (where government and justice should have been 


dispensed).


G.
They were disarmed:  There was not a shield or spear seen among 40,000 in Israel.
IV.
Group One:  Those who responded to the call to battle. (9-15a)

A.
The governors of Israel



1.
My heart is toward the governors (commanders) of Israel, that offered 



themselves willingly among the people: Bless the Lord.



(These leaders volunteered. They didn't wait to be recruited.)



2.
Tell of it, you that ride on white asses, you that sit in judgment, and walk 



by the way.



3.
They that are delivered from the noise of archers in the places of drawing 



water, there shall they rehearse the righteous acts of the Lord, even the 



righteous acts toward the inhabitants of His villages in Israel: Then shall 



the people of the Lord go down to the gates.


B.
Deborah and Barak: Awake, awake, Deborah: Awake, awake, utter a song: Arise, 


Barak, and lead your captivity captive, you son of Abinoam.


C.
Then he made him that remained to have dominion over the nobles among the 


people: The Lord made me have dominion over the mighty.


D.
Epraim:  Out of Ephraim there was a root of them against Amalek.


E.
Benjamin came with his kinsmen.


F.
Out of Machir (the half tribe of Manasseh east of Jordan) the governors 



(commanders) came down.


G.
Out Zebulun came those who handle the pen of the writer.


H.
The princes of Issachar were also with Deborah.


I.
Issachar and Barak were sent on foot into the valley. 
V.
Group Two:  Those who did not respond to the call to battle.  (15b-17)

A.
The tribe of Reuben: Reuben reflected (they thought about it, but did not 



respond).


1.
For the divisions of Reuben there were great thoughts of heart.



2.
Why did you remain among the sheepfolds, to hear the bleating of the 



flocks? 


3.
For the divisions of Reuben there were great searching of their hearts.



(These people were great thinkers, but without action.  They are like many 


in the church who have strategy meetings and make plans, but with no



follow-through.  They heard the cries of the flock of God being destroyed 



by the enemy, but did not take action.  Division, debate, and endless 



discussion hindered them from responding to the call.)


B.
The tribe of Gilead:  Gilead retreated.  They remained beyond Jordan.

(Gilead is the name of two tribes of Israel, Gad and the half tribe of 
Manasseh. They had never crossed the Jordan River, but settled on the 
border of the promised land. They were cut off from the other tribes. A 
lack of relationship with other believers produces a lack of enthusiasm for 
God's work.  These people remained in their place of security. They were 
safe--like people who are saved, but because of fear never do great 
exploits for God.)


C.
The tribe of Dan:  Dan remained where they were.  Why did Dan remain in ships? 


(These people were merchants who put their business interests ahead of God.  They 


were a part of Israel, as some believers are a part of the church and hear the call to 

action but do not respond.  They remain behind as others respond to God's call.  They 

think what they are doing is more important than God's mandate.  You can't expect 


people who will not secure their own personal  inheritance, as Dan did not, to assist in 

corporate efforts against the enemy.)
D.
The tribe of Asher rested.  They continued on the sea shore, and stayed in 
his breaches.  (The tribe of Asher lived on the Phoenician coast and were 
focused entirely on their work, ships, docks, and trading. Concerned with 
materialism, they had no vision, understanding, or time for the mission 
of God.)
VI.
Group three:  Those who responded despite peril and without remuneration.  (18-20)

The tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali.  (According to Judges 4:10, 10,000 men responded.)


A.
They were a people that jeopardized their lives unto the death in the high places of 

the field.  (These people deliberately chose the most difficult places to battle.)

B.
The kings came and fought, then the kings of Canaan fought in Taanach by the 


waters of Megiddo.


C.
They took no gain of money (they did not battle for profit or the spoils of war).
VII.
The results of the battle.  (21-22)


A.
They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses fought against Sisera.


B.
The river of Kishon swept them away, that ancient river, the Kishon River. 

C.
Oh my soul, you have trodden down strength.


D.
Then were the horse-hooves broken by the means of the prancing of their mighty 


ones. (God unleashed the forces of nature against them and, most likely, the 


horses' hooves sunk into the mud resulting from the rain and flood.)

VIII.
A curse on Meroz.  (23)


The angel of the Lord said to curse bitterly the inhabitants of Meroz because they did 
not come to the help of the Lord against the mighty.  (It does not say they did not come to 
the help of the army, rather "to the help of the Lord". When you refuse the call of God, it 
is actually refusing Him.)
IX.
A blessing on Jael.  (24-30)

A.
Blessed above women shall be Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite: Blessed shall 


she be above all women in the tent.


B.
He asked for water and she gave him milk; she brought forth butter in a lordly 


dish.  (Most likely, fermented milk.)

C.
She put her hand to the nail, and her right hand to the workmen's hammer; and 


with the hammer she smote Sisera, she smote off his head (crushed it), when she 


had pierced and stricken through his temples.


D.
At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down, and where he bowed, there he fell 


down dead.


E.
The mother of Sisera looked out at a window, and cried through the lattice:



1.
Why is his chariot so long in coming? Why do the wheels of his chariots 



tarry?



2.
Her wise ladies answered her:




a.
Have they (the warriors and chariots) not sped? 



b.
Have they not divided the prey; to every man a woman or two.




c.
To Sisera a prey of divers colors needlework on both sides, 
meet 




(appropriate) for the necks of them that take the spoil?


(They thought Sisera's return was delayed by the dividing of the spoils taken from 


Israel. Her wise ladies weren't so wise.  They spoke what they knew she wanted to 

hear.  Such is the wisdom of the world.)

X.
A closing doxology:  (31)


A.
So let all Your enemies perish, oh Lord.


B.
But let them that love Him be as the sun when he goes forth in his might. 
XI.
A final appendix to the chapter:  And the land had rest 40 years.  (31)
(Deborah served for 40 years as a judge.  She was the wife of an obscure man named Lapidoth. The rabbis say she was a keeper of the tabernacle lamps. If so, what a  humble task of faithful service this was for a woman who was to become so great.  When leadership was lacking among the men in Israel, Deborah rallied to bring deliverance. The one word "arose" is key. She did not just sit at home and ponder the matter when the time came for action.

From her song, we learn that a huge storm burst over the plain. The flood waters were so great that Sisera's 900 heavy iron chariots sank deep in the mud and the charioteers were slain. This battle occurred during the dry season: We know this because Sisera would not have used chariots in the rainy season. God's intervention through a storm was seen as a supernatural act which rendered Sisera's major weapon--iron chariots--a handicap as they sank in the mud: Judges 5:20-21.  Sisera ran for his life through the blinding rain and reached the tent of Jael, wife of Heber the Kenite. Because the Kenites had been at peace with him, he thought he would be safe. While Sisera lay sleeping, Jael took a peg used to secure the tents and with a hammer drove it into Sisera's temples.  Deborah took no credit to herself for this great victory, but gave all glory to God in her song in Judges 5. She saw a need, decided to do something about it, enlisted help, motivated others, and developed a plan to deal with it. Almost anyone can see a need, but it is one thing to see a need and another to execute the divine plan of God to deal with it.)
Study questions on chapter 5:
1.  
According to verse 1, in what literary form is this chapter written?
2.
Who was singing this song and on what occasion  (1)

3.
Who did Deborah encourage to listen to her song and to whom is her song addressed?  (3)

4.
Using verses 4-5, describe the battle and the results.
5.
What were conditions like in the days of Judge Shamgar?  (6-8)

6.
Who offered themselves willingly for the battle?  (9-10)

7.
What was to be rehearsed in the gates of the villages?  (11)
8.
What admonition is given in verse 12 and according to verse 13 what was the blessing for 
those who responded to it?

9.
Using verses 14-18, describe the responses of the various tribes and individuals called to 
battle.


-Ephraim.


-Benjamin.



-Machir.



-Zebulun.



-Issachar.


-Barak.



-Reuben.



-Gilead.



-Zebulon.



-Napthali.

10.
Review these again and apply these responses spiritually in terms of how believers 
respond to God's call today.

11.
How is the battle described in verses 19-22?
12.
Why are the inhabitants of Meroz cursed?  (23)
13.
What blessing is bestowed upon whom in verse 24?  

14.
What heroic act of Jael is described in verses 24-27

15.
What does Deborah hypothesize regarding Sister's mother?  (28-30)
16.
What was the final declaration of Deborah's praise song in verse 31?

17.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 6

1 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years.

2 And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel: and because of the Midianites the children of Israel made them the dens which are in the mountains, and caves, and strong holds.

3 And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the children of the east, even they came up against them;

4 And they encamped against them, and destroyed the increase of the earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass.

5 For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and their camels were without number: and they entered into the land to destroy it.

6 And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites; and the children of Israel cried unto the Lord.

7 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord because of the Midianites,

8 That the Lord sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, which said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of bondage;

9 And I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drave them out from before you, and gave you their land;

10 And I said unto you, I am the Lord your God; fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but ye have not obeyed my voice.

11 And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abi-ezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites.

12 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.

13 And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? but now the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.

14 And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee?

15 And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house.

16 And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.

17 And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign that thou talkest with me.
18 Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again.

19 And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him under the oak, and presented it.

20 And the angel of God said unto him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so.

21 Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the Lord departed out of his sight.

22 And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the Lord, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord GOD! for because I have seen an angel of the Lord face to face.

23 And the Lord said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die.

24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the Lord, and called it Jehovah-shalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites.

25 And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said unto him, Take thy father's young bullock, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the grove that is by it:

26 And build an altar unto the Lord thy God upon the top of this rock, in the ordered place, and take the second bullock, and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove which thou shalt cut down.

27 Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as the Lord had said unto him: and so it was, because he feared his father's household, and the men of the city, that he could not do it by day, that he did it by night.

28 And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was cast down, and the grove was cut down that was by it, and the second bullock was offered upon the altar that was built.

29 And they said one to another, Who hath done this thing? And when they inquired and asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash hath done this thing.

30 Then the men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out thy son, that he may die: because he hath cast down the altar of Baal, and because he hath cut down the grove that was by it.

31 And Joash said unto all that stood against him, Will ye plead for Baal? will ye save him? he that will plead for him, let him be put to death whilst it is yet morning: if he be a god, let him plead for himself, because one hath cast down his altar.

32 Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, saying, Let Baal plead against him, because he hath thrown down his altar.

33 Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east were gathered together, and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel.

34 But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and Abi-ezer was gathered after him.

35 And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh; who also was gathered after him: and he sent messengers unto Asher, and unto Zebulun, and unto Naphtali; and they came up to meet them.

36 And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said,

37 Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said.

38 And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water.

39 And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak but this once: let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew.

40 And God did so that night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground.
Outline 6:

I.
The repeated cycle of failure.  (1-6)


A.
And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord.


B.
And the Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian for seven years.


C.
And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel.


D.
And because of the Midianites, the children of Israel made themselves dens in the 


mountains, caves, and strong holds.  (Each time Israel sinned and returned to 


bondage, the ensuing oppression became stronger. The same is true in our lives.  


Do not be entangled again with the yoke of bondage:  Galatians 5:1. )

E.
And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites, the Amalekites, and the 


children of the east came up against them and destroyed the increase of the earth, 


until one comes to Gaza.  (Rather than invading the land, the enemy simply 


waited until the harvest was ready, swept down and seized it, and impoverished 


the Israelites.  This went on for seven years.)


F.
They left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass.


G.
They came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came like a swarm of 


grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and their camels were without number.  


(Your spiritual enemy may be without number, but God has raised up a deliverer 


that is greater than any of the judges: Jesus Christ.)

H.
They entered into the land to destroy it. (This is why Satan enters into your 


spiritual territory as well.)

I.
And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites.

II.
A prophetic word.  (7-10)

And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord because of the 

Midianites, that the Lord sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, which said 


unto them:  This is what the Lord God of Israel says to you.

A.
I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of 



bondage.


B.
I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all 



that oppressed you, and drove them out from before you, and gave you 



their land.

C.
And I said unto you, I am the Lord your God: Do not fear the gods of the 



Amorites, in whose land you dwell.


D.
But you have not obeyed my voice.

(This unnamed prophet was faithful to deliver God's message even though it was a 
difficult one.  He is an example of all those unnamed heroes of faith that boldly speak 
forth God's message regardless of the consequences.  Israel had cried unto the Lord, but 
it was a cry of regret for their circumstances instead of true repentance.  Godly sorrow 
results 
in repentance which is evidenced by change.)

III.
Judge  Gideon is called.  (11-16)

A.
And there came an angel of the Lord, and sat under an oak which was in 



Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abi-ezrite.


B.
And Joash's son, Gideon, threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from 



the Midianites.  (Normally this was done on a hilltop so that the wind 



could blow the chaff away, but Gideon was hiding in fear of the enemy.)

C.
And the Angel of the Lord appeared and said unto him: The Lord is with 



you, you mighty man of valor.  (See comments on the Angel of the Lord in 



Judges chapter 2.)


D.
And Gideon said unto him:



1.
Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why then is all this happened to us? 


2.
Where are all His miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did 



not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? 


3.
But now the Lord has forsaken us and delivered us into the hands 




of the Midianites.



(Gideon's questions in this challenging time are the same ones we ask in 



our times of difficulty:  "Where is the Lord?  Why did this happen?  How 



can I do anything about it and with what will I do it?"  It is okay to 



question, as even Jesus cried out, "My God, why have You forsaken me?"  



It is what you do after the questioning that matters.  Do you turn to God, 



as Jesus did when He commended His spirit into God's hands, or do you 



turn away from Him?)


E.
And the Lord looked upon him (confirming this was an appearance of the Lord), 


and said, Go in this your might and you shall save Israel from the hand of the 


Midianites: Have not I sent you?


(When God looks upon you and He sends you, you are assured of victory.)


F.
And Gideon  said unto him:



1.
Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? 






2.
Behold, my family is poor in Manasseh.



3.
And I am the least in my father's house.


G.
And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with you and you shall smite 



the Midianites as though they were one man.
(Gideon was in a hidden winepress, under a tree, beating out a few sheaves of wheat in a desperate attempt to save a little food from the enemy.  He was a defeated, discouraged man, but when the Angel of the Lord appeared he called Gideon a valiant warrior--a mighty man of valor.  God sees us not as we are, but as we can be when clothed with His power.  There were two major problems with Gideon: First:  Discouragement--He was talking in terms of "if, why, where, the Lord has abandoned us".   Are not these our own questions and declarations  when we are faced with adversity? Second:  Inadequacy--He claimed he was inadequate for the task, "I am too small, I do not have a base of support, I am poor."  What is your excuse for not responding to God's mandates? 
Gideon was filled with a sense of total inadequacy, and perhaps this was actually beneficial. What we need most in facing our spiritual enemies and the challenges of life is not self-confidence, but God confidence!  "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God":  2 Corinthians 3:5. Many people are too strong and self-sufficient to be used by Him:  1 Corinthians 1:26-27.)
IV.
Confirmation of Gideon's call.  (17-24)

A.
And Gideon said unto the Angel of the Lord:



1.
If now I have found grace in your sight, then show me a sign that you have 


talked with me. 


2.
Do not depart, I pray you, until I come unto you and bring my present and 



set it before you. 


3.
And He said, I will tarry until
you come again.


B.
And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid and unleavened cakes of an ephah of 


flour: 


1.
He put the meat and the bread in a basket.



2.
He put the broth in a pot.



3.
He brought the offering to the Angel of the Lord under the oak, and 



presented it.


 (Although this was a time of famine, Gideon prepares a feast.  He cooked an 


entire kid and used about 35 pounds of flour to bake bread.  This was a costly 


offering.)

C.
And the Angel of God said unto him:



1.
Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and 



pour out the broth. And he did so.


2.
Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end of the staff that was in his 



hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up 



fire out of the rock and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. 


3.
Then the Angel of the Lord departed out of his sight.



(Perhaps in difficult times Gideon returned to this rock marked by fire for 



assurance.  Are there great times of revelation and confirmation in your past that 


you need to return to spiritually?)

D.
And when Gideon perceived that he was an Angel of the Lord, Gideon said, Alas, 


Oh Lord God, for I have seen an Angel of the Lord face-to-face.  

E.
And the Lord said unto him, Peace be unto you. Do not fear, for you shall not die.

F.
Then Gideon built an altar there unto the Lord, and called it Jehovah-shalom 


(meaning God of peace). Unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites.
V.
Gideon's first assignment.  (25-32)


 And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said unto him:


A.
Take your father's young bullock, even the second bullock that is seven years old, 


and throw down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down the grove that 


is by it.  (The grove was also used for idol worship.) 

B.
Build an altar unto the Lord your God upon the top of this rock, in the ordered 


place, and take the second bullock, and offer a burnt sacrifice using
the wood of 


the idolatrous grove which you shall cut down.


(God's altar cannot be rebuilt until the altar of Baal is destroyed.  What needs to 


be destroyed in your life so that God's altar can be rebuilt? The place God 


requires us to begin ministry is in our own backyard--with our own neighbors, 


our family, our friends, our church.  Note that Gideon does not call a 



committee meeting to discuss it or vote on it, neither does he seek the opinions 


of his servants.  He obeys and identifies himself publicly and radically for God  


Before you can fulfill your divine destiny, Jesus Christ must be the Lord of your 


life.)


C.
Gideon's response to his first assignment.


1.
Then Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lord had said unto 



him.  (Gideon was not as poor as he claimed to be if he had ten servants.)

2.
Because he feared his father's household and the men of the city, he did it 



by night instead of by day. (Faith is not always demonstrated by 




fearlessness, but by obedience in spite of fear.  If you sometimes feel 



fearful and weak, you are in good company! The Apostle Paul said: And I 



was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.  And my 



speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man(s wisdom, 



but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:  1 Corinthians 2:3-4.  We 



learn from Gideon and Paul that we should act in faith despite our fears.)

D.
The response of the city to Gideon's actions.



1.
And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar 



of Baal was cast down, the grove was cut down that was by it, and the 



second bullock was offered upon the altar that was built.



2.
And they said one to another, Who has done this thing? And when they 



inquired and asked, they said, Gideon the son of Joash has done this 



thing.



3.
Then the men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out your son, that he may 



die because he has cast down the altar of Baal and because he has cut 



down the grove that was by it.

E.
The response of Joash to the men of the city.


1.
And Joash said unto all that stood against him, Will you plead for Baal? 



Will you save him? 


2.
He that will plead for him, let him be put to death while it is yet morning.



3.
If Baal really be a god, let him plead for himself, because one has cast 



down his altar.



4.
Therefore on that day he called Gideon "Jerubbaal", saying, Let Baal plead 


against him, because he has thrown down his altar.



(Gideon had originally feared his father's response to the destruction of the altar. 


 Now his father becomes his greatest defender. When you take a stand for God, 


He is able to change those you fear to such an extent that they become your loyal 


supporters.)

VI.
The gathering in Jezreel.  (33-35)

A.
Then all the Midianites, the Amalekites, and the children of the east were 



gathered together, went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel.


B.
The Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, he blew a trumpet, and the clan of 


Abi-ezer was gathered after him.  (The translation actually means, (the Spirit of 


the Lord clothed Himself with Gideon.(  In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit 


came upon people for specific purposes. Under the New Testament covenant, 


the Spirit dwells within believers permanently.  Jesus said, He is with you, but 


shall be in you."  In the Old Testament the Spirit was with believers for specific 


times and specific purposes. In the New Testament, the Spirit came to dwell in 


believers permanently.  See Supplemental Study Three.)

C.
Gideon sent messengers throughout all Manasseh, who also was gathered after 


him: And he sent messengers unto Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali and they all 


came up to meet them.  (He did not call the tribe of Issachar, because they were 


so dispersed by the enemy that they could not be easily gathered.  Neither did he 


call Ephraim, the largest of the tribes.)
VII.
Gideon's fleece.  (36-40)

A.
And Gideon said unto God, If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said, 


Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the ground:



1.
If the dew be on the fleece only and it is dry upon all the earth beside it, 



then I shall know that you will save Israel by my hand, as You have said.



2.
And it was so: For he rose up early the next morning, gathered up the 



fleece, squeezed the dew out of it, and had a bowl full of water.


B.
And Gideon said unto God, do not let Your anger be hot against me, and I 



will speak this once more: 


1.
Let me prove You once more with the fleece:  Let it now be dry only upon 



the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew.



2.
And God did so that night: For it was dry upon the fleece only, and there 



was dew on all the ground.
(Read verses 36-37 again and you will find that God had already revealed His will to Gideon, but he still had doubts.  To confirm what God said, Gideon put out a fleece of skin on the ground. One day he asked God to let the dew fall all around it, but not on the fleece. The next day He asked God for dew on the fleece and for the surrounding ground to remain dry.   There is no verse in the Bible that instructs believers to do as Gideon did during this terrible national crisis when great responsibility rested upon him. This event occurred only once in the Bible and--as casting of lots--was used before the New Testament outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Modern "fleeces" are usually put out by saying, "If a certain thing happens, then I will know it is God's will"—but our fleeces are often things that could occur naturally. In this one case of a "fleece" recorded in the Bible, Gideon already knew God's will. The fleece was used only as confirmation, not for direction. In addition, Gideon's fleece was something that could only be answered by supernatural means.
In New Testament days when Zacharias asked for a sign to confirm God's message about the birth of John the Baptist, he was stricken dumb. This was because he did not believe the voice of God and sought a sign: Luke 1:18-20.  Jesus said that "an evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign": Matthew 12:39.
Fleeces indicate pride, an attitude of  "God must do what I ask before I will do what He has asked me to do." A fleece can also be a sign of unbelief or unwillingness to do God's revealed will.  Fleeces which can be answered through natural means can be deceptive and misleading. Fleeces do not produce assurance:  Note that Gideon had to repeat the process.
On occasion, God has graciously answered those who have asked for some indication of what they should do by a fleece or a  sign. This practice, however, has been the exception rather than the rule for seeking guidance in the lives of great saints of God.  God wants men of faith, not men of fleeces. He wants men and women who know His voice when He speaks and have no need to test it by confirming signs.
God has promised His guidance in passages like Psalm 32:8; 37:23-24; 48:14; and Isaiah 58:11. When we set fleeces, we are doubting these promises.  We have the guidance of the Word of God, the Holy Spirit within us, and the counsel received from Godly believers, in addition to special dreams, visions, and prophetic words that may be given for confirmation.  For further information on knowing the will of God, see the Harvestime publication "Knowing God's Voice".)

Study questions on chapter 6:
1.

What did Israel do again and what were the results?(1-2)

2.

In what ways were the Israelites oppressed by the Midianites? (2-6)

3.

How did God respond to the cries of Israel? (6-10)

4.

What message from God did the prophet bring to Israel? (8-10)
5.

Where did the angel of the Lord appear to Gideon, what was Gideon doing, and why was he doing it in that location?  (11)

6.

What message did the angel of the Lord give to Gideon?  (12)

7.

For what reasons did Gideon doubt that the Lord was with Israel? (13)

8.

What did the Angel of the Lord challenge Gideon to do? (14)

9.

How did Gideon respond to the challenge of the Angel of the Lord?   What questions did he 

ask and how did he view himself?  (15)

10.
What encouragement did Gideon receive from the Angel of the Lord? (16)
11.
For what did Gideon ask in verse 17?

12.
What was Gideon's request in verse 18?

13.
What did Gideon prepare for the Angel of the Lord?  (19)

14.
What did the Angel tell him to do with the food?  (20)

15.
What miracle did the Angel of the Lord perform?  (21)

16.
According to verse 22, about what was Gideon concerned and according to verse 23 what 


was the Lord's response to his concerns?
17.
What did Gideon do in verse 24?
18.
What specific instructions did the Lord give to Gideon and how did Gideon respond? (25-27)
19.
How did the Israelites react to what Gideon had done and what does their reaction reveal 


about their spiritual condition? (28-30)
20.
What strategic reasoning did Gideon's father use to save his life? (31-32)
21.
What was Gideon called that day?  (32)

22.
Where did the Midianites and the Amalekites gather together?  (33)

23.
What did Gideon do to prepare for battle?  (34-35)
24.
What further signs did Gideon request from the Lord? Why?  How did God respond? 


(36-40)

25.
What does this chapter reveal about the kind of people God uses to fulfill His purposes?

26.
What should believers do when they need guidance?  (outline)
27.    What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 7

1 Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were with him, rose up early, and pitched beside the well of Harod: so that the host of the Midianites were on the north side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley.

2 And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me.

3 Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early from mount Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty and two thousand; and there remained ten thousand.

4 And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people are yet too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go.

5 So he brought down the people unto the water: and the Lord said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink.

6 And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men: but all the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink water.

7 And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand: and let all the other people go every man unto his place.

8 So the people took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets: and he sent all the rest of Israel every man unto his tent, and retained those three hundred men: and the host of Midian was beneath him in the valley.

9 And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said unto him, Arise, get thee down unto the host; for I have delivered it into thine hand.

10 But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phurah thy servant down to the host:

11 And thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to go down unto the host. Then went he down with Phurah his servant unto the outside of the armed men that were in the host.

12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea side for multitude.

13 And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along.

14 And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel: for into his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host.

15 And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the Lord hath delivered into your hand the host of Midian.

16 And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers.

17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do.

18 When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.

19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands.

20 And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.

21 And they stood every man in his place round about the camp: and all the host ran, and cried, and fled.

22 And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the Lord set every man's sword against his fellow, even throughout all the host: and the host fled to Beth-shittah in Zererath, and to the border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath.

23 And the men of Israel gathered themselves together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and pursued after the Midianites.

24 And Gideon sent messengers throughout all mount Ephraim, saying, Come down against the Midianites, and take before them the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. Then all the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and took the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan.

25 And they took two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb; and they slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress of Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side Jordan.

Outline 7:

(The story of the Judge Gideon, continues in this chapter.)

I.
Preparing for battle.  (1-8)


A.
Then Jerubbaal--who is Gideon--and all the people that were with him, rose up 


early and pitched beside the well of Harod so that the host of the Midianites were 


on the north side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley.


B.
And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people that are with you are too many for me 


to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, 


saying, My own hand has saved me.  (Numbers are no guarantee of success.  Just 


because your work is big doesn't necessarily mean you are successful in God's 


sight.  You can be too big for God to use you, but never too small.)

C.
First reduction:  Now therefore go and proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, 


Whoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early from Mount 



Gilead. And 22,000 returned and yet there remained 10,000.


D.
Second reduction:  And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people are yet too many; 


bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for you there. 


1.
And it shall be, that of whom I say unto you, This one shall go with you, 



the same shall go with you. And of whomsoever I say unto you, This one 



shall not go with you, the same shall not go.



2.
So he brought the people down to the water:  And the Lord said unto 



Gideon, Every one that laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, he 



shall be set by 
himself; likewise every one that bows down upon his knees 


to drink.



3.
And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, 



were 300 men: But all the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees 



to drink water.  (Everyday circumstances and our response in regards to 



them are often the basis of God's selection.  Those who lapped out of their 



hands, bringing the water up to their mouths, were still on the lookout for 



the enemy.  Those who drank from the stream were focused only on 



drinking.)


4.
And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the 300 men that lapped I will 




save you, and deliver the Midianites into your hand.  Let all the other 



people go every man unto his place.



5.
So the people took food from their hand and their trumpets, and he sent all 


the rest of the men of Israel to their tents, and retained those 300 men.  



(The people returning home gave their provisions and trumpets to those 



remaining for battle.)
II.
Moving to the battle field.  (8-12)


A.
And the host of Midian was beneath him in the valley.



(There were 135,000 Midianites and only 300 Israelites.  To face this kind of 


formidable enemy we must be God-reliant and not self-reliant.) 


B.
And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord said unto him, Arise and get 


down unto the host; for I have delivered it into your hand. (Note the past tense: "I 


have delivered..."  It was already done!)  

C.
But if you fear to go down, go with Phurah your servant down to the host and you 


will hear what they say; and afterward shall your hands will be strengthened to go 


down unto the host. 

D.
Then Gideon went down with Phurah his servant unto the outside of the armed 


men that were in the host.


E.
And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east lay along 


in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels were without 


number, as the sand by the sea side for multitude.  (There were 135,000 



Midianites according to Judges 8:10.) 
III.
A dream from God.  (13-15)

A.
And when Gideon came to spy out the camp, behold, there was a man that told a 


dream unto his friend.  He said:



1.
Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, I saw a cake of barley bread tumbled 



into the host of Midian.  (Barley represented Israel, as this is what they 



were eating since the Midianites were stealing their main crops.)


2.
It came unto a tent,  struck it so that it fell, and overturned it so that the 



tent lay flat along the ground.


B.
And his friend answered and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon 


the son of Joash, a man of Israel: For God has delivered Midian, and all the host 


into his hand.


C.
And so it was that when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and the 



interpretation of it, that he worshipped.


D.
He then returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the Lord has delivered 

into your hand the host of Midian.

IV.
The battle.  (16-25)


A.
And Gideon divided the 300 men into three companies, and he put a trumpet in 


every man's hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers.


B.
And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: And, behold, when I come 


to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. When I blow 


with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then you blow the trumpets also on 


every side of all the camp, and say, The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.


C.
So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outside of the 


camp in the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: 


And they blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers that were in their hands.  


(There were three night watches of four hours each, starting at 6 p.m., so this 


probably occurred around 10:30 p.m.)

D.
And the three companies blew the trumpets, and broke the pitchers, and held the 


lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow with: And 


they cried, The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.  (When they broke the pitchers, 


the lights shone, revealing to the enemy that they were surrounded.) 

E.
And every man stood in his place round about the camp: And all the host ran, 


and cried, and fled.  (We each have a place to fill in spiritual battles. May there be 

no gaps through which the enemy can penetrate!) 

F.
And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the Lord set every man's sword 


against his fellow, even throughout all the host: And the host fled to Beth-shittah 


in Zererath, and to the border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath.  (The enemy was 


confused and turned on each other.)

G.
And the men of Israel gathered themselves together out of Naphtali, and out of 


Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and pursued after the Midianites

H.
And Gideon sent messengers throughout all mount Ephraim, saying, Come down 


against the Midianites, and take before them the waters unto Beth-barah and 


Jordan.  (Gideon notified Ephraim that the enemy was headed their way.)  



1.
Then all the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and took the 



waters 
unto Beth-barah and Jordan.  (You will recall that the tribe of 



Ephraim had not been called to the original battle.  Now Gideon called 



them and those who previously returned home from battle to block the 



escape route of the enemy.)


2.
And they took two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb; and they 



slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the winepress of 



Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to 



Gideon on the other side Jordan.   
(Just 300 men equipped with jars, torches, and trumpets defeated an army of 135,000. Gideon's 300 men were outnumbered 450 to1!  We do not need big crowds, big buildings, or big budgets to be victorious for Christ.  There is nothing wrong with these, as they enable us to do great things in ministry, but we can also do much with little.  Do not hesitate because of lack.  Spiritually, we each have a horn to blow, a pitcher to break, a torch to shine, and a voice to shout!
These men held forth the light, and evil self-destructed.  We hold the light in earthen vessels:  2 Corinthians 4:7.  As we allow the light of God's Word and His love to shine through us, evil will self-destruct.  As Gideon's trumpets, our lives must sound forth with a certain sound in order to dispel the powers of darkness:  1 Corinthians 14:8.  We must know who we are in Christ and God's promises to us in order for our lives to give a certain sound to the world.

The battle here was not between 300 men and the enemy.  The battle was the Lord's!  Your battle is not with flesh and blood, but it is with principalities, powers, and wickedness.  Your battle is the Lord's also and He has promised victory if your persevere.) 
Study questions on chapter 7:
1.

What is the geographical setting of this chapter and who were the two armies involved? (1)

2.

Why did God tell Gideon that he had too many fighting men? (2)

3.

What was the first strategy to reduce Gideon's army? (2-3)

4.

What was the second strategy to reduce Gideon's army? (4-6)

5.

How many men remained in Gideon's army after these two reductions?  (7)

6.

What did God promise to do through this small army? (7)

7.

What did the men returning home give to those going to battle?  (8)

8.

What command and promise did God give to Gideon?  (9)
9.

What did God tell Gideon to do if he was fearful, how did Gideon respond to this option, 


and who went with him?  (10-11)

10.
How does this passage describe Israel's enemies? (12)

11.
What was the man's dream and what did it mean? Who was the cake of barley?   (13-14)
12.
How did Gideon react to the interpretation of the dream he overheard? (15)

13.
Describe Gideon's battle strategy against the Midianites.  (16-21)





-How were they divided?





-With what were they armed?  




-What was Gideon's prearranged signal calling them to action?





-What were they to do at Gideon's command?  




-What was their war cry?  




-What did the enemy do when they heard their cry?
14.
What miracle did the Lord do on behalf of Israel? (22 and outline)

15.
Where did the men of Israel gather and what did they do?  (23)
16.
What message did Gideon send throughout Mt. Ephraim, what was the response to his 


summons, and what were the results?  (24-25)

17.
Study this chapter again and note how:


-God uses difficulties to increase our faith.



-God sometimes asks us to do what seems unreasonable.



-God wants to strip us of dependence upon everything but Him.



-God will encourage us when we are fearful.



-God always works in the other camp in our behalf.



-God will give us the victory when we obey His instructions.

18.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 8

1 And the men of Ephraim said unto him, Why hast thou served us thus, that thou calledst us not, when thou wentest to fight with the Midianites? And they did chide with him sharply.

2 And he said unto them, What have I done now in comparison of you? Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abi-ezer?

3 God hath delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb: and what was I able to do in comparison of you? Then their anger was abated toward him, when he had said that.

4 And Gideon came to Jordan, and passed over, he, and the three hundred men that were with him, faint, yet pursuing them.

5 And he said unto the men of Succoth, Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto the people that follow me; for they be faint, and I am pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian.

6 And the princes of Succoth said, Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, that we should give bread unto thine army?

7 And Gideon said, Therefore when the Lord hath delivered Zebah and Zalmunna into mine hand, then I will tear your flesh with the thorns of the wilderness and with briers.

8 And he went up thence to Penuel, and spake unto them likewise: and the men of Penuel answered him as the men of Succoth had answered him.

9 And he spake also unto the men of Penuel, saying, When I come again in peace, I will break down this tower.

10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor, and their hosts with them, about fifteen thousand men, all that were left of all the hosts of the children of the east: for there fell an hundred and twenty thousand men that drew sword.

11 And Gideon went up by the way of them that dwelt in tents on the east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and smote the host: for the host was secure.

12 And when Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pursued after them, and took the two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and discomfited all the host.

13 And Gideon the son of Joash returned from battle before the sun was up,

14 And caught a young man of the men of Succoth, and inquired of him: and he described unto him the princes of Succoth, and the elders thereof, even threescore and seventeen men.

15 And he came unto the men of Succoth, and said, Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, with whom ye did upbraid me, saying, Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, that we should give bread unto thy men that are weary?

16 And he took the elders of the city, and thorns of the wilderness and briers, and with them he taught the men of Succoth.

17 And he beat down the tower of Penuel, and slew the men of the city.

18 Then said he unto Zebah and Zalmunna, What manner of men were they whom ye slew at Tabor? And they answered, As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the children of a king.

19 And he said, They were my brethren, even the sons of my mother: as the Lord liveth, if ye had saved them alive, I would not slay you.

20 And he said unto Jether his firstborn, Up, and slay them. But the youth drew not his sword: for he feared, because he was yet a youth.

21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, Rise thou, and fall upon us: for as the man is, so is his strength. And Gideon arose, and slew Zebah and Zalmunna, and took away the ornaments that were on their camels' necks.

22 Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy son, and thy son's son also: for thou hast delivered us from the hand of Midian.

23 And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: the Lord shall rule over you.

24 And Gideon said unto them, I would desire a request of you, that ye would give me every man the earrings of his prey. (For they had golden earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.)

25 And they answered, We will willingly give them. And they spread a garment, and did cast therein every man the earrings of his prey.

26 And the weight of the golden earrings that he requested was a thousand and seven hundred shekels of gold; beside ornaments, and collars, and purple raiment that was on the kings of Midian, and beside the chains that were about their camels' necks.

27 And Gideon made an ephod thereof, and put it in his city, even in Ophrah: and all Israel went thither a whoring after it: which thing became a snare unto Gideon, and to his house.

28 Thus was Midian subdued before the children of Israel, so that they lifted up their heads no more. And the country was in quietness forty years in the days of Gideon.

29 And Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and dwelt in his own house.

30 And Gideon had threescore and ten sons of his body begotten: for he had many wives.

31 And his concubine that was in Shechem, she also bare him a son, whose name he called Abimelech.

32 And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age, and was buried in the sepulchre of Joash his father, in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites.

33 And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of Israel turned again, and went a whoring after Baalim, and made Baal-berith their god.

34 And the children of Israel remembered not the Lord their God, who had delivered them out of the hands of all their enemies on every side:

35 Neither shewed they kindness to the house of Jerubbaal, namely, Gideon, according to all the goodness which he had shewed unto Israel.

Outline 8:

(The story of Judge Gideon is continued in this chapter.)

I.
Disunity arises.  (1-3)

A.
And the men of Ephraim said unto Gideon, Why have you served us this way, that 

you did not call us when you went to fight with the Midianites? And they chided 


him sharply. (Review the end of chapter 7:  The tribe of Ephraim was not called at 

the beginning of the battle, only in the end of the campaign.)

B.
And he said unto them:



1.
What have I done now in comparison of you? 


2.
Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of my 



clan of Abi-ezer?



3.
God has delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb, and Zeeb.



4.
What can I do in comparison to you? 

C.
Then their anger was abated toward him, when he had said that.


(The Epraimites' complaint resulted from injured pride and greed for the spoils of the 
battle.  Gideon realized that the unity of God(s people is more important than personal 

pride, so he commended them for killing the kings and claimed it was more  important 
than the battle he fought and won.  Are you willing to lay aside your pride in behalf of 
unity?  See Proverbs 15:1. Gideon was fighting the enemy.  He didn't have time to fight 
his own brothers and sisters. This should be our policy also.)

 II.
Pursuing the kings: Zebah and Zalmunna.  (4-12)

A.
Passing over Jordan:  And Gideon came to Jordan and passed over, he, and the 


three hundred men that were with him, faint, yet pursuing them.


B.
Succoth:



1.
And he said unto the men of Succoth, Give, I pray you, loaves of bread 



unto the people that follow me; for they are faint, and I am pursuing after 



Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian.



2.
And the princes of Succoth said, Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna 



now in your hand, that we should give bread to your army?  (This referred 



to the custom of cutting off the hands of kings that were captured and 



defeated.  The people of Succoth refused to help because the kings were 



not yet defeated and they feared retaliation from them should Gideon fail.)


3.
And Gideon said, Therefore when the Lord has delivered Zebah and 



Zalmunna into my hand, then I will tear your flesh with the thorns of the 



wilderness and with briers.


C.
Penuel.



1.
And he went up from there to Penuel, and spoke unto them likewise. 


2.
And the men of Penuel answered him as the men of Succoth had answered 


him.



3.
And he spoke also unto the men of Penuel, saying, When I come again in 




peace, I will break down this tower.


D.
Karkor.



1.
Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor, and their hosts with them, 



about 15,000 men, all that were left of all the hosts of the children of the 



east: For there fell 120,000 men that drew the sword.



2.
And Gideon went up by the way of them that dwelt in tents on the east of 



Nobah and Jogbehah, and smote the host, for the host thought they were 



secure.


3.
And when Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pursued after them, and took the 



two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and discomfited all the host.
III.
Returning from battle.  (13-17)


And Gideon the son of Joash returned from battle before the sun was up,


A.
Succoth:



1.
Gideon caught a young man of the men of Succoth, and inquired of him: 



And he described unto him the princes of Succoth, the elders, a total of 



77 men.



2.
And Gideon came unto the men of Succoth and said, Behold Zebah and 



Zalmunna, about whom you upbraided (ridiculed) me, saying, Are the 



hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in your hand, that we should give 



bread unto your men that are weary?



3.
And Gideon took the elders of the city, and thorns of the wilderness and 



briers, and with them he taught the men of Succoth a lesson.


B.
Penuel.


1.
And Gideon beat down the tower of Penuel.



2.
He killed the men of the city.
IV.
Slaying the evil kings. (18-21)


A.
Then Gideon said unto Zebah and Zalmunna, What manner of men were they 


whom you killed at Tabor? 

B.
And they answered, As you are, so were they: Each one resembled the children of 


a king.


C.
And Gideon said, They were my brothers, even the sons of my mother: As the 


Lord lives, if you had saved them alive, I would not kill you.  (We are not told 


when or why, but these men had killed Gideon's brothers.)

D.
And Gideon said unto Jether his firstborn, Up, and slay them. But the youth did 


not draw his sword: For he feared because he was yet a youth

E.
Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, You rise up and fall upon us: For as the man is, 


so is his strength.   (They taunted Gideon because they did not want it to be said 


they died at the hands of a child. To be killed by a child would have been the 


ultimate humiliation for these men.)


F.
And Gideon arose, and slew Zebah and Zalmunna, and took away the ornaments 


that were on their camels' necks.
V.
Gideon's greatest victory.  (22-23)

A.
Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule over us, both you and your son, and 

your son's son also: For you have delivered us from the hand of Midian. (Israel 


should have been praising God as the King who gave them victory.) 

B.
And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule 


over you: The Lord shall rule over you.


(The people showed no gratitude to God, but rather praised Gideon.  Israel was 


the only nation that did not have a human king because God was their king.  In 


asking Gideon to reign, they were rejecting God as their king. Later, God granted 

their request, but it resulted in sorrow and difficulties.)
VI.
Gideon's greatest mistake.  (24-27)


A.
And Gideon said unto them, I would desire a request of you, that every man 


would give me the earrings of his prey--for the enemy had golden earrings, 


because they were Ishmaelites.


B.
And they answered, We will willingly give them. And they spread a garment, and 


every man cast into it the earrings of his prey.


C.
And the weight of the golden earrings that Gideon requested was 1,700 shekels 


of gold; beside ornaments, collars, purple raiment that was on the kings of 



Midian, and the chains that were about their camels' necks.  

D.
And Gideon made an ephod thereof, and put it in his city, even in Ophrah: 


1.
And all Israel went a whoring after it.



2.
And the thing became a snare unto Gideon and to his house.  



(An ephod was part of the royal garment to be worn only by the high 



priest and was used in seeking guidance: 1 Samuel 23:9-12 and 30:7-8.  



Gideon was not a priest, so it was sinful for him to do this. The priesthood 



was corrupt at the time of the judges, and perhaps Gideon was trying to 



fill the void, but a need does not constitute a call or anointing.  He 




was trying to solve a problem his own way.  He did what he thought would 


fix it, but make it worse.  Always be cautious after a great victory, for that 



is often when you are tempted and make your greatest mistakes.)
VII.
Gideon's final years and his death.  (28-32)


A.
Thus was Midian subdued before the children of Israel, so that they lifted up their 


heads no more. 

B.
And the country was in quietness 40 years in the days of Gideon.


C.
And Jerubbaal--Gideon--the son of Joash went and dwelt in his own house.


D.
And Gideon had 70 sons, for he had many wives.


E.
And his concubine that was in Shechem also bore him a son, whose name he 


called Abimelech.  (You will learn more about Abimelech in chapter 8.)

F.
And Gideon, the son of Joash, died at a good old age, and was buried in the 


sepulcher of Joash, his father, in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites.
(Gideon's sins included polygamy and prosperity without purpose resulting from the wealth he accumulated.  He forgot the warning of Deuteronomy 17:17: "Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away: neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold."  In violation of God's laws, Gideon created an ephod, which was a snare to him and his entire household.  Although he declined the position of king, Gideon lived like one.  He also named one of his sons Abimelech which means (my father is king.(  Every time this boy gave his name, he claimed for his father what Gideon had supposedly renounced.   Gideon's actions were inconsistent with his words.  Before the battles Gideon was humbly dependent upon God.  Afterwards, he acted more like royalty than a servant.  Even great "Gideons" in life can fail. This is why it is important to keep your eyes focused on God instead of man:  Hebrews 12:1-2.)

VIII.
The cycle of sin continues. (33-35)

A.
And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of Israel turned 

again,  and went a whoring after Baalim, and made Baal-berith their god.


B.
And the children of Israel did not remember the Lord their God, who had 



delivered them out of the hands of all their enemies on every side.

C.
Neither did they show kindness to the house of Jerubbaal, namely Gideon, 



according to all the goodness which he had showed unto Israel.

Study questions on chapter 8:
1.
Why were the Ephraimites upset with Gideon? (1 and outline)

2.

How did Gideon respond to the criticism he received? (2-3)

3.

What strategy did Gideon use to appease the Ephraimites? (2-3)

4.

What was the condition of Gideon's army when they passed over Jordan and what did 


Gideon ask of the men of Succoth? (4-5)
5.

Who was Gideon's army pursuing?  (5)
6.

Why did the men of Succoth and Penuel refuse to help the Israelites? (6 and outline)

7.
How did Gideon respond to those who refused to help his army? (7-9)

8.
What happened to the Midianite army against which Gideon had battled? (10)
9.
What additional feats of battle are described in verses 11-12?

10.
Where did Gideon go after conquering the Midianites, what did he do, and why?  (13-17)
11.
Using verses 18-21 and the outline notes, answer the following questions:



-Whom did the kings of Midian admit to killing? 


-Why did Gideon ask his young son to kill these kings?



-Why did the kings taunt Gideon? 


-Who ultimately killed the kings of Midian? 

12.
How did the Israelites respond to Gideon's success in battle? (22)

13.
Why did Gideon refuse to rule over Israel? (23)

14.
What did Gideon ask from the Israelites and what was their response to his request? (24-
26)

15.
What did Gideon do with the wealth he received and what were the results?  (27)
16.
What were conditions like and for how long did these conditions last after the battle with 
the Midianites?  (28)
17.
Where did Jerubbaal (Gideon) dwell during this time?  (29)
18.
What do you learn about Gideon's family in verse 30?

19.
Whose birth is recorded in this chapter, who was his mother and what did his name 
mean?  (31 and outline)
20.
Where was Gideon buried when he died?  (32)

21.
What happened after the death of Gideon?  (33-34)

22.
What sins of Israel are listed in verses 33-35?
23.
Review verses 24-32 and summarize the mistakes Gideon made, all of which we should 
guard against in our own lives.
24.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 9

1 And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem unto his mother's brethren, and communed with them, and with all the family of the house of his mother's father, saying,

2 Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the men of Shechem, Whether is better for you, either that all the sons of Jerubbaal, which are threescore and ten persons, reign over you, or that one reign over you? remember also that I am your bone and your flesh.

3 And his mother's brethren spake of him in the ears of all the men of Shechem all these words: and their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech; for they said, He is our brother.

4 And they gave him threescore and ten pieces of silver out of the house of Baal-berith, wherewith Abimelech hired vain and light persons, which followed him.

5 And he went unto his father's house at Ophrah, and slew his brethren the sons of Jerubbaal, being threescore and ten persons, upon one stone: notwithstanding yet Jotham the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left; for he hid himself.

6 And all the men of Shechem gathered together, and all the house of Millo, and went, and made Abimelech king, by the plain of the pillar that was in Shechem.

7 And when they told it to Jotham, he went and stood in the top of mount Gerizim, and lifted up his voice, and cried, and said unto them, Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, that God may hearken unto you.

8 The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them; and they said unto the olive tree, Reign thou over us.

9 But the olive tree said unto them, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees?

10 And the trees said to the fig tree, Come thou, and reign over us.

11 But the fig tree said unto them, Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to be promoted over the trees?

12 Then said the trees unto the vine, Come thou, and reign over us.

13 And the vine said unto them, Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees?

14 Then said all the trees unto the bramble, Come thou, and reign over us.

15 And the bramble said unto the trees, If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and put your trust in my shadow: and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon.

16 Now therefore, if ye have done truly and sincerely, in that ye have made Abimelech king, and if ye have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have done unto him according to the deserving of his hands;

17(For my father fought for you, and adventured his life far, and delivered you out of the hand of Midian:

18 And ye are risen up against my father's house this day, and have slain his sons, threescore and ten persons, upon one stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his maidservant, king over the men of Shechem, because he is your brother;)

19 If ye then have dealt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal and with his house this day, then rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you:

20 But if not, let fire come out from Abimelech, and devour the men of Shechem, and the house of Millo; and let fire come out from the men of Shechem, and from the house of Millo, and devour Abimelech.

21 And Jotham ran away, and fled, and went to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of Abimelech his brother.

22 When Abimelech had reigned three years over Israel,

23 Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech:

24 That the cruelty done to the threescore and ten sons of Jerubbaal might come, and their blood be laid upon Abimelech their brother, which slew them; and upon the men of Shechem, which aided him in the killing of his brethren.

25 And the men of Shechem set liers in wait for him in the top of the mountains, and they robbed all that came along that way by them: and it was told Abimelech.

26 And Gaal the son of Ebed came with his brethren, and went over to Shechem: and the men of Shechem put their confidence in him.

27 And they went out into the fields, and gathered their vineyards, and trode the grapes, and made merry, and went into the house of their god, and did eat and drink, and cursed Abimelech.

28 And Gaal the son of Ebed said, Who is Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that we should serve him? is not he the son of Jerubbaal? and Zebul his officer? serve the men of Hamor the father of Shechem: for why should we serve him?

29 And would to God this people were under my hand! then would I remove Abimelech. And he said to Abimelech, Increase thine army, and come out.

30 And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words of Gaal the son of Ebed, his anger was kindled.

31 And he sent messengers unto Abimelech privily, saying, Behold, Gaal the son of Ebed and his brethren be come to Shechem; and, behold, they fortify the city against thee.

32 Now therefore up by night, thou and the people that is with thee, and lie in wait in the field:

33 And it shall be, that in the morning, as soon as the sun is up, thou shalt rise early, and set upon the city: and, behold, when he and the people that is with him come out against thee, then mayest thou do to them as thou shalt find occasion.

34 And Abimelech rose up, and all the people that were with him, by night, and they laid wait against Shechem in four companies.

35 And Gaal the son of Ebed went out, and stood in the entering of the gate of the city: and Abimelech rose up, and the people that were with him, from lying in wait.

36 And when Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul, Behold, there come people down from the top of the mountains. And Zebul said unto him, Thou seest the shadow of the mountains as if they were men.

37 And Gaal spake again and said, See there come people down by the middle of the land, and another company come along by the plain of Meonenim.

38 Then said Zebul unto him, Where is now thy mouth, wherewith thou saidst, Who is Abimelech, that we should serve him? is not this the people that thou hast despised? go out, I pray now, and fight with them.

39 And Gaal went out before the men of Shechem, and fought with Abimelech.

40 And Abimelech chased him, and he fled before him, and many were overthrown and wounded, even unto the entering of the gate.

41 And Abimelech dwelt at Arumah: and Zebul thrust out Gaal and his brethren, that they should not dwell in Shechem.

42 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people went out into the field; and they told Abimelech.

43 And he took the people, and divided them into three companies, and laid wait in the field, and looked, and, behold, the people were come forth out of the city; and he rose up against them, and smote them.

44 And Abimelech, and the company that was with him, rushed forward, and stood in the entering of the gate of the city: and the two other companies ran upon all the people that were in the fields, and slew them.

45 And Abimelech fought against the city all that day; and he took the city, and slew the people that was therein, and beat down the city, and sowed it with salt.

46 And when all the men of the tower of Shechem heard that, they entered into an hold of the house of the god Berith.

47 And it was told Abimelech, that all the men of the tower of Shechem were gathered together.

48 And Abimelech gat him up to mount Zalmon, he and all the people that were with him; and Abimelech took an axe in his hand, and cut down a bough from the trees, and took it, and laid it on his shoulder, and said unto the people that were with him, What ye have seen me do, make haste, and do as I have done.

49 And all the people likewise cut down every man his bough, and followed Abimelech, and put them to the hold, and set the hold on fire upon them; so that all the men of the tower of Shechem died also, about a thousand men and women.

50 Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and encamped against Thebez, and took it.

51 But there was a strong tower within the city, and thither fled all the men and women, and all they of the city, and shut it to them, and gat them up to the top of the tower.

52 And Abimelech came unto the tower, and fought against it, and went hard unto the door of the tower to burn it with fire.

53 And a certain woman cast a piece of a millstone upon Abimelech's head, and all to brake his skull.

54 Then he called hastily unto the young man his armourbearer, and said unto him, Draw thy sword, and slay me, that men say not of me, A woman slew him. And his young man thrust him through, and he died.

55 And when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, they departed every man unto his place.

56 Thus God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech, which he did unto his father, in slaying his seventy brethren:

57 And all the evil of the men of Shechem did God render upon their heads: and upon them came the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal.

Outline 9: 
I.
Abimelech becomes the king of Shechem.  (1-6)


A.
And Abimelech. the son of Jerubbaal (Gideon) went to Shechem unto his mother's 

brothers, and communed with them, and with all the family of the house of his 


mother's father, saying, Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the men of Shechem, 


Which is better for you:  That all the 70 sons of Jerubbaal reign over you, or that 


one reign over you? Remember also that I am your bone and your flesh.


(Gideon's sons had made no attempt to reign over the people of Shechem. 



Abimelech gained his power by lies and a lust for power.  We often see this in the 


politics of government, and even at times in the church!)


B.
And his mother's brothers spoke of him in the ears of all the men of Shechem all 


these words: And their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech, for they said, He is 


our brother.


C.
And they gave him 70 pieces of silver out of the house of Baal-berith, and with it 


Abimelech hired vain and light persons, which followed him.

D.
And he went unto his father's house at Ophrah, and murdered his brethren the sons 

of Jerubbaal, all 70 of them, upon one stone.  (Two stones of remembrance:  


Remember that Gideon prepared an altar on a stone which was marked by the fire 

of God.  Abimelech leaves blood on a stone as he selfishly kills his brothers.  Your 

actions will either leave behind  the marks of the works of God or that of selfish 


ambition.)

E.
But Jotham, the youngest son of Jerubbaal (Gideon) was left; for he hid himself.


F.
And all the men of Shechem gathered together, and all the house of Millo, and 


went, and made Abimelech king, by the plain of the pillar that was in Shechem.


(This illustrates the depths of wickedness to which these men had sunk.  They 


should have put Abimelech to death for the atrocity he had committed, not 



crowned him as king.)

II.
Jotham's parable.  (7-21)


And when they told it to Jotham, he went and stood in the top of mount Gerizim, lifted up 
his voice, and cried, and said unto them, Hear and listen to me, you men of  Shechem, 
that God may listen unto you.


A.
The parable.  All of the trees went forth to anoint a king over them:


1.
And the trees said unto the olive tree, Reign over us. But the olive tree said 


unto them,  Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honor God 



and man, and go to be promoted over the trees?



2.
And the trees said to the fig tree, Come and reign over us. But the fig tree 



said unto them, Should I forsake my sweetness, and my good fruit, and go 



to be promoted over the trees?



3.
Then the trees said unto the vine, Come and reign over us. And the vine 



said unto them, Should I leave my wine, which cheers God and man, and 



go to be promoted over the trees?


(These trees knew their proper place and were content to remain productive and 


fulfill God's purposes.  As believers, we too have specific purposes.  It is when we 



aspire to assume other purposes to which we are not called that we often 



meet with disaster.)


4.
Then  all the trees said unto the bramble, Come and reign over us. And the 


bramble said unto the trees:




a.
If in truth you anoint me king over you, then 
come and put your 




trust in my shadow.




b.
If not, let fire come out of the bramble and devour the cedars of 




Lebanon.



(The one tree that gave no shade or fruit is wanting to rule over those that 



are truly productive.  Brambles catch fire easily and cause destruction.  



Those who are like brambles always aspire to rule others even though they 


are not qualified to do so and their rule causes destruction.) 

B.
Application of the parable.



1.
Now therefore, if you have done truly and sincerely, in that you have made 


Abimelech king, and if you have dealt well with Jerubbaal (Gideon) and 



his house, and have done unto him according to the deserving of his hands: 


a.
For my father fought for you, and adventured his life far, and 




delivered you out of the hand of Midian.  (The peace and 





prosperity they were experiencing was because of Gideon.)



b.
And you are risen up against my father's house this day, and have 




slain his 70 sons upon one stone.




c.
You have made Abimelech, the son of his maidservant, king over 




the men of Shechem, because he is your kinsman.


2.
If then you have dealt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal (Gideon) and with 


his house this day, then rejoice in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in 



you.


3.
But if not:




a.
Let fire come out from Abimelech and devour the men of 





Shechem and the house of Millo.




b.
And let fire come out from the men of Shechem and from the 




house of Millo and devour Abimelech.



(Those who come under the leadership of a "bramble king" will be 




betrayed by him, and eventually they will turn on him.)


C.
And Jotham ran away, and fled, and went to Beer and dwelt there, for fear 
of 


Abimelech his brother.

III.
The Sechemite insurrection.  (22-33) 

A.
When Abimelech had reigned three years over Israel, then God sent an evil spirit 


between Abimelech and the men of Shechem.  (Note that three years passed 


before the fulfillment of Jotham's prophecy.  With the passing of time, Abimelech 


and the men of Shechem probably thought Jotham's prophecy had been wrong.) 

B.
And the men of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech, that the cruelty 


done to the 70 sons of Jerubbaal (Gideon) might come, and their blood be laid 


upon Abimelech their brother, which slew them; and upon the men of  Shechem, 


who aided him in the killing of his brothers.


C.
And the men of Shechem set liers (men in ambush) in the top of the mountains 


and they robbed all that came along that way: And this was told to 




Abimelech.  (They were stealing the taxes and tributes designated for Abimelech.)

D.
And Gaal, the son of Ebed, came with his brothers, and went to Shechem:
And 


the men of Shechem put their confidence in him.



1.
And they went out into the fields,  gathered their vineyards, trod on the 



grapes,  made merry, and went into the house of their god, and did eat and 



drink, and cursed Abimelech.



2.
And Gaal the son of Ebed said:




a.
Who is Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that we should serve 




him? 



b.
Is not he the son of Jerubbaal? 



c.
Is not Zebul his officer? 



d.
Why serve the men of Hamor, the father of Shechem?




e.
For why should we serve him?




f.
Would to God this people were under my hand! 



g.
Then I would remove Abimelech. 


3.
And Gaal said to Abimelech, Increase your army, and come out.


(Gaael recognized the bad spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem and 


he took advantage of it to promote himself.)


E.
And when Zebul, the ruler of the city, heard the words of Gaal the son of Ebed, 


his anger was kindled and he sent messengers unto Abimelech privately, saying:



1.
Gaal the son of Ebed and his brethren be come to Shechem; and, behold, 



they fortify the city against you.



2.
Now therefore, come up by night, you and the people that are with you, 



and lie in wait in the field.


3.
And it shall be, that in the morning, as soon as the sun is up, you shall rise 



early, and set upon the city.



4.
And, behold, when he and the people that are with him come out against 



you, then you may do to them as you shall find opportunity.

IV.
Abimelech subdues the insurrection.  (34-49)


A.
The battle for the city.



1.
And Abimelech rose up by night, and all the people that were with him, 



and they laid wait against Shechem in four companies.



2.
And Gaal the son of Ebed went out, and stood in the entering of the gate of 


the city.



3.
And Abimelech and the people that were with him rose up from lying in 



wait.


4.
And when Gaal saw the people, he said to Zebul:




a.
Behold, there come people down from the top of the mountains. 



b.
And Zebul said unto him, You are seeing the shadow of the 




mountains as if they were men.  (Zebul convinced Gaal that he was 



seeing shadows, as it was difficult to see clearly in the early 




morning light.)



c.
And Gaal spoke again and said, See there are people coming down 




by the middle of the land, and another company is coming along 




by the plain of Meonenim.




d.
Then Zebul said unto him, Where is now your big mouth with 




which you said, Who is Abimelech, that we should serve him? Is 




not this the people that you have despised?  Go out, I pray now, 




and fight with them.



5.
And Gaal went out before the men of Shechem, and fought with 




Abimelech. And Abimelech chased him, and he fled before him, and many 


were overthrown and wounded, even unto the entering of the gate.



6.
And Abimelech dwelt at Arumah: And Zebul thrust out Gaal and his 



brothers, so that they could not dwell in Shechem.

B.
The battle in the field.


1.
And it came to pass the next day that the people went out into the field, 



and Abimelech was told.



2.
And he took his men and divided them into three companies, and he laid 



wait in the field until he saw that the people had come out of the city; and 



then he rose up against them and smote them.



3.
And Abimelech and the company that was with him rushed forward, and 



stood in the entering of the gate of the city: And the two other companies 



ran upon all the people that were in the fields, and killed them.



4.
And Abimelech fought against the city all that day:




a.
He took the city.




b.
He killed the people that were therein.




c.
He beat down the city.




d.
He sowed the city with salt. 




(Salt was a symbol of perpetual desolation:  Jeremiah 48:9.)

C.
The taking of the tower.



1.
And when all the men of the tower of Shechem heard that, they entered 



into a stronghold of the house of the god Berith. And Abimelech was told 



that all the men of the tower of Shechem were gathered together.



2.
And Abimelech went up to mount Zalmon, he and all the people that were 



with him; and Abimelech took an axe in his hand, and cut down a bough 



from the trees,  took it, laid it on his shoulder, and said unto the people 



that were with him, What you have seen me do,  hurry and do as I have 



done.



3.
And all the people likewise cut down every man his bough, and followed 



Abimelech, and put them to the threshold and set fire upon them so that 



all the people of the tower of Shechem died also--about 1,000 men and 



women.

V.
The battle at Thebez and Abimelech's death.   (50-57) 

A.
Then Abimelech went to Thebez, and encamped against Thebez, and took 



it.  (These areas apparently also rebelled against him.)

B.
But there was a strong tower within the city, and the men, women, and all 



of the city fled there, shut it on themselves, and went up to the top of the tower.


C.
And Abimelech came unto the tower, fought against it, and pressed hard unto 


the door of the tower to burn it with fire.


D.
And a certain woman cast a piece of a millstone upon Abimelech's head and it 


fractured his skull.

E.
Then he called hastily unto the young man, his armor bearer, and said unto him, 


Draw your sword, and slay me, so that men cannot say of me that a woman killed 


him. 

F.
And the young man thrust him through and he died.


G.
And when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, they departed every 


man unto his place.


H.
So God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech, which he did unto his father, in 



slaying his 70 brothers.

I.
And all the evil that the men of Shechem had done, God rendered upon their 


heads: And upon them came the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal.



(The men of Shechem reaped what they had sown:  Galatians 6:7.)
(Abimelech was the product of Gideon's backsliding, as his mother was part of Gideon's harem. The ephod Gideon made became a snare not only to him, but to his family. Abimelech was also  influenced by living in Shechem, with Canaanites and Israelites dwelling side-by-side as God had forbidden.  
After the death of Gideon, Abimelech took 70 pieces of silver from his mother's family with which he hired vain persons to follow him. He also killed 70 people of his own father's house.  Only, Jotham, the youngest son of Gideon, hid himself and survived.  When Abimelech was proclaimed king by the men of Shechem, Jotham revealed himself and warned them of God's judgment through a parable about trees.  As a result of the parable, Abimelech is called the "bramble king".  The bramble in the natural world was a product of God's curse on the earth in Genesis 3. It offered no shade and was dangerous, as it could catch fire easily, The flesh is like the bramble. It does not produce fruit, it  is set on fire of hell and it provides no shade, no place of rest.  An important  truth to glean from the parable is that if the throne in your life is not filled by the true God, it will be filled by an "Abimelech". 
Three years after this prophetic parable was given, Abimelech died at the hands of a woman.)

Study questions on chapter 9:
1.
Who was Abimelech's father?  (1)
2.
Who was Abimelech's mother"  (Refer back to Judges 8:31.)

3.
What did Abimelech tell his mother's brethren--his uncles?  (1-2)

4.
What did the men decide to do and why?  (3)

5.
What did Abimelech's uncles give to him and what did he do with it?  (4)
6.
Describe Abimelech's treacherous act as recorded in verse 5.

7.
Who hid from the slaughter?  (5)

8.
According to verse 6, what did the men of Shechem do after this great slaughter?

9.
Summarize the parable given by Jotham in verses 7-15.

10.
How did Jotham apply this parable in verses 16-20?

11.
What options did Jotham declare in verses 19-20?

12.
What did Jotham do after giving this parable and why?  (21)

13.
How long did Abimelech reign after Jotham's prophecy before retribution by God?  (22)

14.
What did God do to cause division?  (23)

15.
Between whom was the division?  (23)

16.
What was the result of the division? (23b)

17.
Why did God cause this to happen?  (24)

18.
Describe the actions of the men of Shechem.  (25)

19.
Who was Gael, what was his relationship to the men of Shechem, and what challenges 
did he issue?  (26-29)

20.
How did Zebul react when he heard the words of the men of Shechem and what message 
did he send to Abimelech.  (30-33)

21.
How did Abimelech respond to the message sent to him by Zebul?  (34-35)

22.
What happened when the people gathered on the tops of the mountains?  Summarize the 
conversation between Gaal and Zebul.  (36-38)
23.
According to verse 39, what did Gaal do?
24.
What were the results of the battle?  (39-41)


25.
Describe what happened the next day after this battle.  (42-49)
26.
According to verse 50, what city did Abimelech attack next?  

27.
Where did the people of the city of Thebez flee?  (51)

28.
What did Abimelech do about the people in the tower?  (52)

29.
What did the unnamed woman do?  (53)
30.
What did Abimelech ask his armor bearer to do and why?  (54)

31.
What happened after the death of Abimelech?  (55)

32.
What summary statement in verses 56-57 reveals the purpose of the battles described in 
this chapter? What principle does this teach?

33.
Review this chapter again and list reasons for Abimelech's failure.
34.
The parable given by Jotham is the first recorded parable in the Bible.  For other Old 
Testament parables see the parable of the lamb (2 Samuel 12;1-4); the parable by the 
woman of  Tekoa (2 Samuel 14:5-20); the parable of the thistle (2 Kings 14:8-14); and 
the parable of the vineyard (Isaiah 5:1-7).
35.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?
Judges 10

1 And after Abimelech there arose to defend Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in mount Ephraim.

2 And he judged Israel twenty and three years, and died, and was buried in Shamir.

3 And after him arose Jair, a Gileadite, and judged Israel twenty and two years.

4 And he had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which are called Havoth-jair unto this day, which are in the land of Gilead.

5 And Jair died, and was buried in Camon.

6 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim, and Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods of the children of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines, and forsook the Lord, and served not him.

7 And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hands of the Philistines, and into the hands of the children of Ammon.

8 And that year they vexed and oppressed the children of Israel: eighteen years, all the children of Israel that were on the other side Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which is in Gilead.

9 Moreover the children of Ammon passed over Jordan to fight also against Judah, and against Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim; so that Israel was sore distressed.

10 And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, saying, We have sinned against thee, both because we have forsaken our God, and also served Baalim.

11 And the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Did not I deliver you from the Egyptians, and from the Amorites, from the children of Ammon, and from the Philistines?

12 The Zidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the Maonites, did oppress you; and ye cried to me, and I delivered you out of their hand.

13 Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods: wherefore I will deliver you no more.

14 Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your tribulation.

15 And the children of Israel said unto the Lord, We have sinned: do thou unto us whatsoever seemeth good unto thee; deliver us only, we pray thee, this day.

16 And they put away the strange gods from among them, and served the Lord: and his soul was grieved for the misery of Israel.

17 Then the children of Ammon were gathered together, and encamped in Gilead. And the children of Israel assembled themselves together, and encamped in Mizpeh.

18 And the people and princes of Gilead said one to another, What man is he that will begin to fight against the children of Ammon? he shall be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.

Outline 10:
I.
Judge Tola. (1-2)

A.
After Abimelech there arose to defend Israel a judge named Tola who was 



the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar.


B.
He dwelt in Shamir in mount Ephraim.


C.
He judged Israel 23 years, and died, and was buried in Shamir.


(Tola was from a tribe of Issachar, men known for their wisdom:  1 Chronicles 


12:32.  He defended Israel from the enemy and kept them from idolatry for 23 


years.)

II.
Judge Jair. (3-5)

A.
And after him arose Jair, a Gileadite.


B.
He judged Israel 22 years.


C.
He had 30 sons that rode on 30 donkey colts, and they had 30 cities, which are 


called Havoth-jair  (towns of Jair)  unto this day, which are in the land of Gilead.  


(Jair was a prosperous man of prestige, as exemplified by his sons and 



possessions.  He set his sons over 30 cities in Israel, which most likely means he 


was also a good administrator.  He judged Israel for 22 years.)


D.
And Jair died, and was buried in Camon.

III.
The repeated cycle of sin.  (6-9)

A.
And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord, and served 


Baalim, Ashtaroth, the gods of Syria, the gods of Zidon, the gods of Moab, the 


gods of the children of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines.


B.
They forsook the Lord and did not serve Him.


(Note the progression here: They did evil, they served other gods, they forsook the 

Lord; they did not serve Him.)


C.
And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hands 


of the Philistines and into the hands of the children of Ammon.  (Israel had served 

the Philistine gods, now they become their slaves.  Whatever idol you serve will 


eventually enslave you.)

D.
From that year on and for 18 years they vexed and oppressed all of Israel that 


were on the other side Jordan in the land of the Amorites which is in Gilead.


E.
Moreover the children of Ammon passed over Jordan to fight also against Judah, 


against Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim so that Israel was greatly 


distressed.

IV.
Israel repents.  (10-16)


A.
And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, saying:  We have sinned against 


You, both because we have forsaken our God and also served Baalim.


B.
And the Lord said unto the children of Israel:



1.
Did I not deliver you from the Egyptians, from the Amorites, from the 



children of Ammon, and from the Philistines?



2.
Did I not deliver you from the Zidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the 



Maonites who oppressed you?



3.
You cried to me, and I delivered you out of their hand.



4.
Yet you have forsaken me, and served other gods: Wherefore I will deliver 


you no more.  (We know that God did deliver Israel again. What He is 



saying here is "as long as you have your idols and are worshipping them, 



let them deliver you!"  At this point, Israel had expressed regret for their 



situation, but not true repentance.)


5.
Go and cry unto the gods which you have chosen; let them deliver you in 



the time of your tribulation.


C.
And the children of Israel said unto the Lord: 


1.
We have sinned.



2.
Do unto us whatsoever seems good unto You.



3.
Only deliver us, we pray You, this day.


D.
And they put away the strange gods from among them and served the Lord: And 


His soul was grieved for the misery of Israel.  (True repentance brought change in 

their lives.  As they responded properly to God, He responded to them in mercy.)
V.
In search of a leader.  (17-18)


A.
Then the children of Ammon were gathered together, and camped in Gilead. 
B.
And the children of Israel assembled themselves together and camped in 



Mizpeh.


C.
And the people and princes of Gilead (the Israelites) said one to another:



1.
Who is the man that will begin to (lead us in the) fight against the children 


of Ammon? 


2.
Whoever he is, he shall be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.


(The lack of strong leadership is a characteristic of a generation that has turned away 
from God.  Is not this the vital question of our world today:  Who is that man that will 
fight against the enemies of the living God?)

Study questions on chapter 10:
1.
What judge was raised up after the death of Abimelech?  (1)
2.
What do you learn about Tola in verses 1-2?

3.
What judge followed Tola and what do you learn about him in verses 3-5?

4.
What repeated pattern occurs in verse 6 and how did God respond in verse 7?

5.
How long did the children of Ammon vex Israel?  (7-8)

6.
What else did the children of Ammon do and what was the result of their actions in 
Israel? 
 (9)

7.
What did Israel finally concede in verse 10?

8.
Summarize God's message to Israel in verses 11-14.

9.
What was Israel's response to God's message?  (15-16)

10.
How did God respond to Israel's obedience?  (16b)

11.
Describe the two camps assembled for battle in verse 17.

12.
What was the question of the princes of Gilead?  (18)

13.
What is the difference between regret and true repentance?  (outline)

14.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 11

1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour, and he was the son of an harlot: and Gilead begat Jephthah.

2 And Gilead's wife bare him sons; and his wife's sons grew up, and they thrust out Jephthah, and said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our father's house; for thou art the son of a strange woman.

3 Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were gathered vain men to Jephthah, and went out with him.

4 And it came to pass in process of time, that the children of Ammon made war against Israel.

5 And it was so, that when the children of Ammon made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out of the land of Tob:

6 And they said unto Jephthah, Come, and be our captain, that we may fight with the children of Ammon.

7 And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, Did not ye hate me, and expel me out of my father's house? and why are ye come unto me now when ye are in distress?

8 And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, Therefore we turn again to thee now, that thou mayest go with us, and fight against the children of Ammon, and be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.

9 And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, If ye bring me home again to fight against the children of Ammon, and the Lord deliver them before me, shall I be your head?

10 And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, The Lord be witness between us, if we do not so according to thy words.

11 Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and captain over them: and Jephthah uttered all his words before the Lord in Mizpeh.

12 And Jephthah sent messengers unto the king of the children of Ammon, saying, What hast thou to do with me, that thou art come against me to fight in my land?

13 And the king of the children of Ammon answered unto the messengers of Jephthah, Because Israel took away my land, when they came up out of Egypt, from Arnon even unto Jabbok, and unto Jordan: now therefore restore those lands again peaceably.

14 And Jephthah sent messengers again unto the king of the children of Ammon:

15 And said unto him, Thus saith Jephthah, Israel took not away the land of Moab, nor the land of the children of Ammon:

16 But when Israel came up from Egypt, and walked through the wilderness unto the Red sea, and came to Kadesh;

17 Then Israel sent messengers unto the king of Edom, saying, Let me, I pray thee, pass through thy land: but the king of Edom would not hearken thereto. And in like manner they sent unto the king of Moab: but he would not consent: and Israel abode in Kadesh.

18 Then they went along through the wilderness, and compassed the land of Edom, and the land of Moab, and came by the east side of the land of Moab, and pitched on the other side of Arnon, but came not within the border of Moab: for Arnon was the border of Moab.

19 And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, the king of Heshbon; and Israel said unto him, Let us pass, we pray thee, through thy land into my place.

20 But Sihon trusted not Israel to pass through his coast: but Sihon gathered all his people together, and pitched in Jahaz, and fought against Israel.

21 And the Lord God of Israel delivered Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel, and they smote them: so Israel possessed all the land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of that country.

22 And they possessed all the coasts of the Amorites, from Arnon even unto Jabbok, and from the wilderness even unto Jordan.

23 So now the Lord God of Israel hath dispossessed the Amorites from before his people Israel, and shouldest thou possess it?

24 Wilt not thou possess that which Chemosh thy god giveth thee to possess? So whomsoever the Lord our God shall drive out from before us, them will we possess.

25 And now art thou any thing better than Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? did he ever strive against Israel, or did he ever fight against them,

26 While Israel dwelt in Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer and her towns, and in all the cities that be along by the coasts of Arnon, three hundred years? why therefore did ye not recover them within that time?

27 Wherefore I have not sinned against thee, but thou doest me wrong to war against me: the Lord the Judge be judge this day between the children of Israel and the children of Ammon.

28 Howbeit the king of the children of Ammon hearkened not unto the words of Jephthah which he sent him.

29 Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, and Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over unto the children of Ammon.

30 And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said, If thou shalt without fail deliver the children of Ammon into mine hands,

31 Then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the children of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord's, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering.

32 So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon to fight against them; and the Lord delivered them into his hands.

33 And he smote them from Aroer, even till thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto the plain of the vineyards, with a very great slaughter. Thus the children of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel.

34 And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, his daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and with dances: and she was his only child; beside her he had neither son nor daughter.

35 And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter! thou hast brought me very low, and thou art one of them that trouble me: for I have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot go back.

36 And she said unto him, My father, if thou hast opened thy mouth unto the Lord, do to me according to that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as the Lord hath taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of the children of Ammon.

37 And she said unto her father, Let this thing be done for me: let me alone two months, that I may go up and down upon the mountains, and bewail my virginity, I and my fellows.

38 And he said, Go. And he sent her away for two months: and she went with her companions, and bewailed her virginity upon the mountains.

39 And it came to pass at the end of two months, that she returned unto her father, who did with her according to his vow which he had vowed: and she knew no man. And it was a custom in Israel,

40 That the daughters of Israel went yearly to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in a year.

Outline 11:

I.
Judge Jephthah.  (1-3)


Jephthah the Gileadite:


A.
Was a mighty man of valor.


B.
Was the son of an harlot.  

C.
Was the son of Gilead.  (Jephthah was the product of an illicit affair between 


Gilead and a harlot.)


D.
Was rejected:



1.
And Gilead's wife bore him sons, and his wife's sons grew up, and they 



kicked Jephthah out.



2.
They said unto him, You shall not inherit in our father's house; for you 



are the son of a strange woman



(Remember that Jesus was also despised and rejected.  Just because you are 


rejected by man, does not mean you are rejected by God:  Psalm 27:10.)


E.
Was a leader:



1.
Then Jephthah fled from his brothers and dwelt in the land of Tob.



2.
And there were gathered to Jephthah vain (other rejected) men who went 



out with him.




(While in exile, Jephthah learned military and leadership skills that would 



be used by God in his life. Whenever you are in a place of "exile", God is 



preparing you for the next step to your divine destiny!)

II.
An appeal to Jephthah for help. (4-11)


A.
And it came to pass, in the process of time, that the children of Ammon made war 


against Israel.


B.
And when the children of Ammon made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead 


went to fetch Jephthah out of the land of Tob.  And they said unto Jephthah, 


Come and be our captain, that we may fight with the children of Ammon.


(They wanted him only as a military captain, one whom they could control.  


Jephthah refuses unless he can be their head.)


C.
And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead:



1.
Did you not hate me and expel me out of my father's house? 


2.
Why are you come unto me now when you are in distress?


D.
And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah: We are turning again to you now, 


that you may go with us, and fight against the children of Ammon, and be our 


head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.


E.
And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, If you bring me home again to fight 


against the children of Ammon and the Lord deliver them before me, shall I be 



your head?


F.
And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, The Lord be a witness between us, if 


we do not so according to your words.  (God was considered to be a witness to 


covenants made between people.)

G.
Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and 


captain over them: And Jephthah uttered all his words before the Lord in Mizpeh.


(The key to your destiny is timing.  Remain in the place you are, doing what you 


can for God, until God opens the next door.  This was not a position Jephthah 


sought 
or aspired to.  It was a divine opportunity orchestrated by God.) 

III.
A message to the King of Ammon and his response.  (12-28)

A.
And Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the children of Ammon, saying, 


What have you to do with me, that you are come against me to fight in my land?


(Why are you doing this?)


B.
And the king of the children of Ammon answered the messengers of Jephthah: 


Because Israel took away my land when they came up out of Egypt, from Arnon 


even unto Jabbok, and unto Jordan. Now therefore restore those lands again 


peaceably.


C.
And Jephthah sent messengers again unto the king of the children of Ammon.  


(Here are the major points of his letter).  He said unto him:



1.
Israel did not take away the land of Moab, nor the land of the children of 



Ammon--they only asked for passage. 



a.
When Israel came up from Egypt and walked through the 





wilderness unto the Red Sea, they came to Kadesh and sent 





messengers unto the king of Edom, saying, Let me, I ask you, pass 




through your land. But the king of Edom would not grant their 




request. 



b.
And in like manner they sent unto the king of Moab: But he would 




not consent, and Israel abode in Kadesh.




c.
Then they went through the wilderness, around the land of  Edom, 




and the land of Moab, and they came by the east side of the 
land of 



Moab, and pitched on the other side of Arnon, but they did not 




come within the border of Moab: For Arnon was the border of 




Moab.



d.
And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, the 




king of Heshbon and said unto him, Let us pass, we ask you,




through your land into my place:  But Sihon did not trust Israel to 




pass through his coast.



2.
Israel was not the aggressor: Sihon gathered all his people together to 



Jahaz and fought against Israel.



3.
God gave Israel the victory: And the Lord God of Israel delivered Sihon 



and all his people into the hand of Israel, and they smote them.



4.
Israel is only possessing the land their God gave them.





a.
So Israel possessed all the land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of 




that country.




b.
And they possessed all the coasts of the Amorites, from Arnon 




even unto Jabbok, and from the wilderness even unto Jordan.



5.
You believe that you will possess the land your god wants you to possess.




a.
Why don't you possess that which Chemosh your god gives you to 




possess?   (The common belief among heathen nations was that 




they would possess what their god enabled them to posses.  This 




statement did not mean Israel believed in the god of Chemosh.  




They were merely pointing out to the Amorites that since this was 




their belief, they should be satisfied with what their "god" had 




enabled them to possess and allow Israel to do likewise.)



b.
So whomsoever the Lord our God shall drive out from before us, 




them will we possess.


6.
The king of Moab did not challenge their claim to the land.




a.
And now are you any better than Balak the son of Zippor, king of 




Moab? 







b.
Did he ever strive against Israel, or did he ever fight against them,




c.
Israel dwelt in Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer and her 




towns, and in all the cities that be along by the coasts of Arnon, 




for 300 years. Why didn't you recover them within that time?



7.
They are the aggressor.




a.
Wherefore I have not sinned against you, but you are doing me 




wrong to war against me.




b.
The Lord, the Judge, be judge this day between the children 




of Israel and the children of Ammon.


D.
Ammon is the aggressor:  The king of the children of Ammon would not heed the 


words of Jephthah which he sent him.

IV.
Jephthah's foolish vow.  (29-31)


A.
Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, and 


Manasseh, and Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead unto 
the children of 

Ammon.


B.
And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said, If You will without fail 


deliver the children of Ammon into my hands, Then it shall be, that whatsoever 


comes out of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the 


children of Ammon, that shall surely be the Lord's and I will offer it up for a 


burnt offering.  (It was not necessary for Jephthah to bargain with God by making 

an "if/then" vow.  God had already promised him victory.)
V.
The battle with the Amonites.  (32-33)


A.
So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon to fight against them; and 


the Lord delivered them into his hands.  

B.
And he smote them from Aroer, even until one comes to Minnith.


C.
He took 20 cities, and unto the plain of the vineyards, with a very great slaughter. 

D.
Thus, the children of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel.

VI.
Jephthah's return home.  (34-40)


A.
And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, his daughter came out 


to meet him with timbrels and with dances: And she was his only child; beside her 

he had neither son nor daughter.


B.
And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he tore his clothes (a sign of grief) and 


said:



1.
Alas, my daughter! You have brought me very low.



2.
You are one of them that trouble me.



3.
For I have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot go back.
(Jephthah made a rash vow to God to offer a sacrifice of the first thing that came out the door of his house to meet him upon his return from battle.  This incident was a case of zeal without understanding.   Jephthah was totally sincere, but totally wrong. He had a false view of God because he believed He could be bargained with and bribed.  Despite the calling and promises of God, Jephthah apparently feared God might abandon him halfway through the battle.  He had zeal for God, but without a firm foundation in the truth of His promises.  Dedication without understanding of God's Word results in fanaticism.  Jephthah's vow had nothing to do with God's blessing. God worked in spite of it, not because of it.  Deuteronomy 23:21-23 indicates the importance of keeping a vow. Because of this, some people believe Jephthah actually killed his daughter as a sacrifice, but this was contrary to God's law.  Others believe she remained a virgin and since she was his only child, his offering to God meant his genealogical line would die out which, in Jewish society, was a great tragedy. Debating over this is not profitable, although it is unlikely that God would permit a sinful vow to take precedence over His Word. The lesson to learn is, take God at His Word and don't try to bargain with Him or make rash vows.  If you make a vow, do it thoughtfully and prayerfully, making sure it is not striking a bargain with God or contrary to His Word.)


C.
And she said unto him:



1.
My father, if you have opened your mouth unto the Lord (made a vow to 



Him), do to me according to that which has proceeded out of your mouth; 



forasmuch as the Lord has taken vengeance for you of your enemies, even 



of the children of Ammon.



2.
And she said unto her father, Let this thing be done for me: Let me alone 



two months, that I may go up and down upon the mountains, and bewail 



my virginity, I and my fellows (my friends).



(Note that she was grieving over her virginity--the fact she would forever 



remain a virgin.  She was not grieving over her impending death.)


D.
And he said, Go. And he sent her away for two months: And she went with her 


companions and bewailed her virginity upon the mountains.



1.
And it came to pass at the end of two months, that she returned unto her 



father, who did with her according to his vow which he had vowed.



2.
And she knew no man (remained a virgin). 


3.
And it became a custom in Israel,  that the daughters of Israel went 




annually to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days a 



year.  (They mourned her virginity, not her death.  There is no way Israel 



would have established a custom to commemorate such a terrible thing as 



child sacrifice.)
(Jephthah  was the son of a harlot and a man named Gilead. Jephthah's half-brothers drove him out of his home and he lost his inheritance.  He went to live in Tob where other outcasts joined him. He was unwanted, illegitimate, and a social outcast, but he was not limited by these social, parental, or environmental factors. He took a band of worthless men and turned them into effective warriors. In exile, he learned leadership and battle skills that would be greatly used by God.  Do not became a prisoner of your past.  Let God take the bad and use it for good.  

Finally, the call came to Jepthah to serve in leadership.  Our responsibility is to be where we are placed in life, doing God's will right where we are. It is God's responsibility to open the doors of opportunity.  Jephthah gathered troops, organized them, developed a strategy, and led the attack on Israel's enemy.   He is described as a mighty man of valor and one upon whom the Spirit of the Lord descended.  In summary, Jephthah was an outcast: 1-2;  who rose to leadership: 4-10; was moved by the Spirit to do great things for God: 29;  made a rash vow: 30-31; saved Israel from their foes:33; and kept his word despite the consequences: 39.)
Study questions on chapter 11:
1.
What do you learn about Jephthah in verses 1-3?

2.
Where did Jephthah go when he fled from his brothers and who joined him?  (3)

3.
Who made war against Israel?  (4)

4.
What did the elders of Gilead do when they were attacked?  (5)

5.
What did the elders request of Jephthah?  (6)

6.
What were Jephthah's questions to the elders? (7)

7.
What did the elders answer back?  (8)

8.
What was Jephthah's decision regarding the elders' request?  (9)

9.
What pledge did the elders give Jephthah?  (10)

10.
What position and title was given to Jephthah?  (11)

11.
Before whom did Jephthah "utter all his words?  (11)

12.
To whom did Jephthah send messengers and what was the message?  (12)

13.
What was the response back to Jephthah?  (13)

14.
Using verses 14-22, summarize Jephthah's answer back to the Ammonites.

15.
What questions does Jephthah ask in verses 23-27 and what are the assumed answers?

16.
What was the response of the king of Ammon to Jephthah's comments?  (28)

17.
What key information are we given in the first part of verse 29 about the source of 
Jephthah's power?

18.
Where did Jephthah go?  (29)

19.
What rash vow did Jephthah make?  (30-31)

20.
Using verses 32-33, describe the battle with the Ammonites.

21.
What happened when Jephthah returned home?  (34)

22.
What was Jephthah's response to his daughter meeting him?  (34-35)

23.
What did Jephthah tell his daughter?  (35)

24.
What was the response of Jephthah's daughter to the vow her father had made?  (36)

25.
What did Jephthah's daughter ask and what was his response to his daughter's 
request?  (37-38)

26.
What happened at the end of two months?  (39)

27.
What Israeli custom was established as a result of this sad event?  (39-40)

28.
What two view are commonly held regarding how Jephthah fulfilled his vow?  (outline)

29.
What is the important truth to learn from Jepthah's vow?  (outline)

30.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 12

1 And the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and went northward, and said unto Jephthah, Wherefore passedst thou over to fight against the children of Ammon, and didst not call us to go with thee? we will burn thine house upon thee with fire.

2 And Jephthah said unto them, I and my people were at great strife with the children of Ammon; and when I called you, ye delivered me not out of their hands.

3 And when I saw that ye delivered me not, I put my life in my hands, and passed over against the children of Ammon, and the Lord delivered them into my hand: wherefore then are ye come up unto me this day, to fight against me?

4 Then Jephthah gathered together all the men of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: and the men of Gilead smote Ephraim, because they said, Ye Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim among the Ephraimites, and among the Manassites.

5 And the Gileadites took the passages of Jordan before the Ephraimites: and it was so, that when those Ephraimites which were escaped said, Let me go over; that the men of Gilead said unto him, Art thou an Ephraimite? If he said, Nay;

6 Then said they unto him, Say now Shibboleth: and he said Sibboleth: for he could not frame to pronounce it right. Then they took him, and slew him at the passages of Jordan: and there fell at that time of the Ephraimites forty and two thousand.

7 And Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then died Jephthah the Gileadite, and was buried in one of the cities of Gilead.

8 And after him Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel.

9 And he had thirty sons, and thirty daughters, whom he sent abroad, and took in thirty daughters from abroad for his sons. And he judged Israel seven years.

10 Then died Ibzan, and was buried at Bethlehem.

11 And after him Elon, a Zebulonite, judged Israel; and he judged Israel ten years.

12 And Elon the Zebulonite died, and was buried in Aijalon in the country of Zebulun.

13 And after him Abdon the son of Hillel, a Pirathonite, judged Israel.

14 And he had forty sons and thirty nephews, that rode on threescore and ten ass colts: and he judged Israel eight years.

15 And Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite died, and was buried in Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, in the mount of the Amalekites.

Outline 12:

(The story of Jephthah is concluded in this chapter, plus a brief account of three additional judges.)

I.
A conflict with the men of Ephraim.  (1-3)


A.
And the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and went northward, and 


said unto Jephthah, Why did you pass over to fight against the children of 



Ammon, and did not call us to go with you? We will burn your house upon you 


with fire.  (This illustrates how extreme and irrational jealousy can become.  The 


Ephraimites were wanting to share in the spoil of a battle in which they had not 


participated. How many Ephramites do you know? They let others do the work, 


but they reserve the right to criticize from the sidelines and condemn what these 


others are doing.  Then they want the honor and rewards without the difficulties 


of battle.)


B.
And Jephthah said unto them:



1.
I and my people were at great strife with the children of Ammon.



2.
When I called you, you did not deliver me out of their hands.



3.
When I saw that you did not deliver me, I put my life in my hands, and 



passed 
over against the children of Ammon, and the Lord delivered them 



into my hand.



4.
Why, then, are you come up to me this day to fight against me?


(Jephthah's primary concern was conquering the enemy, not appeasing people. 


Which are you most concerned about?) 

II.
A battle with Ephraim.  (4-6)


A.
Then Jephthah gathered together all the men of Gilead and fought with Ephraim.


B.
And the men of Gilead smote Ephraim, because they said, You Gileadites are 


fugitives of Ephraim among the Ephraimites and among the Manassites.


C.
And the Gileadites seized the passages of Jordan before the Ephraimites.



1.
And when those Ephraimites that escaped came to the passages of Jordan 



and said, Let me go over; that the men of Gilead said unto him: Are you an 


Ephraimite? 


2.
If he said no, then they said they unto him, Say now "Shibboleth".  (The 



word means "stream of floods".)


3.
And when he said "Sibboleth", if he could not pronounce it right, then they 


took him and slew him at the passages of Jordan.




(The Ephramites had no "h" sound in their dialect.  Their inability to 



pronounce the word Sibboleth proved they were lying.) 


D.
And a total of 42,000 Ephraimites died at that time.
III.
The death of Jephthah.  (7)

A.
And Jephthah judged Israel six years. 

B.
Then Jephthah, the Gileadite, died and was buried in one of the cities of Gilead.

IV.
Judge Ibzan  (8-10)


A.
And after him Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel.


B.
And he had 30 sons and 30 daughters.  He sent his daughters abroad to find 


husbands, and took 30 women from abroad for his sons. 

C.
And he judged Israel seven years.


D.
Then Ibzan died and was buried at Bethlehem.

V.
Judge  Elon.  (11-12)


A.
And after Ibzan came Elon, a Zebulonite.


B.
He judged Israel for ten years.


C.
And Elon the Zebulonite died, and was buried in Aijalon in the country of 



Zebulun.
VI.
Judge  Abdon  (13-15)

A.
And after Elon, Abdon, the son of Hillel a Pirathonite, judged Israel.


B.
And he had 40 sons and 30 nephews that rode on 70 donkey colts.


C.
And he judged Israel eight years.


D.
And Abdon, the son of Hillel the Pirathonite, died and was buried in Pirathon in 


the land of Ephraim, in the mount of the Amalekites.

(These three judges ruled in a time without oppression by the enemy.  They kept the 
people from idolatry and safe from the enemy.)
Study questions on chapter 12:
1.
According to verse 1, who gathered together and what was their purpose?
2.
What question did they ask Jephthah and what threat did they make?  (1)

3.
What was Jephthah's answer?  (2-3)

4.
What did Jephthah do next and why?  (4)

5.
What strategy did the Gileadites use to identify Ephramites who tried to escape?  (5-6)

6.
How long did Jephthah judge Israel?  (7)

7.
Who judged Israel after Jephthah's death?  (8)

8.
What do you learn about Ibzan in verses 9-10

9.
Who judged Israel after Ibzan, for how long did he serve as a judge, and where was he 
buried? (11-12)
10.
Who judged Israel after Abdon?  (13)

11.
What do you learn about Abdon in verses 13-15?

12.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 13

1 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord; and the Lord delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years.

2 And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bare not.

3 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.

4 Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing:

5 For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.

6 Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A man of God came unto me, and his countenance was like the countenance of an angel of God, very terrible: but I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me his name:

7 But he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink, neither eat any unclean thing: for the child shall be a Nazarite to God from the womb to the day of his death.

8 Then Manoah intreated the Lord, and said, O my Lord, let the man of God which thou didst send come again unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the child that shall be born.

9 And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the angel of God came again unto the woman as she sat in the field: but Manoah her husband was not with her.

10 And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her husband, and said unto him, Behold, the man hath appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day.

11 And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came to the man, and said unto him, Art thou the man that spakest unto the woman? And he said, I am.

12 And Manoah said, Now let thy words come to pass. How shall we order the child, and how shall we do unto him?

13 And the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, Of all that I said unto the woman let her beware.

14 She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the vine, neither let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing: all that I commanded her let her observe.

15 And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord, I pray thee, let us detain thee, until we shall have made ready a kid for thee.

16 And the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, Though thou detain me, I will not eat of thy bread: and if thou wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the Lord. For Manoah knew not that he was an angel of the Lord.

17 And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord, What is thy name, that when thy sayings come to pass we may do thee honour?

18 And the angel of the Lord said unto him, Why askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret?

19 So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the Lord: and the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on.

20 For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground.

21 But the angel of the Lord did no more appear to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was an angel of the Lord.

22 And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God.

23 But his wife said unto him, If the Lord were pleased to kill us, he would not have received a burnt offering and a meat offering at our hands, neither would he have shewed us all these things, nor would as at this time have told us such things as these.

24 And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson: and the child grew, and the Lord blessed him.

25 And the Spirit of the Lord began to move him at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol.

Outline 13:

I.
The repeated cycle of failure.  (1)


A.
And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord.


B.
And the Lord delivered them into the hand of the Philistines for 40 years.


(This is the longest oppression by the enemy recorded in Judges. Judge Samson 


served 20 of these 40 years.  As we examine both his victories and failures, we 


must remember that he was living in a time of apathy, immorality, idolatry,  


assimilation with the heathen, and  when everyone was doing what they thought 


was right in their own eyes.)

II.
The first announcement of Judge Samson's conception.  (2-8)


A.
The announcement to his mother.



1.
And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, 



whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bore no 




children. 


2.
And the angel of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said unto 




her, Behold now, you are barren and do not bare, but you shall 




conceive and bear a son. 


3.
Now therefore beware, I pray you, and do not drink wine nor 




strong drink, and do not eat any unclean thing.


4.
For you shall conceive and bear a son; and no razor shall come 




on his head: For the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the 




womb. (God had a destiny for this child from the womb--a good 




argument against abortion.  God has a divine destiny for you too, 




from your mother's womb!)


5.
And he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the 





Philistines.  (Samson began, but never completed God's original 




plan for his life.)

B.
The woman tells her husband. Then the woman came and told her husband, 


saying:



1.
A man of God came unto me.



2.
His countenance was like the countenance of an angel of God, very 



terrible.



3.
I did not ask where he was from, and he did not tell me his name.



4.
He said unto me, Behold, you shall conceive, and bear a son.


5.
Do not drink wine nor strong drink, neither eat any unclean thing. 



6.
For the child shall be a Nazarite to God from the womb to the day 




of his death.

(The word "Nazarite" means to separate and consecrate.  The Nazarite vow was usually 
made voluntarily by a person for a set period of time of separation to the Lord. In this 
case, the Nazarite vow was upon Samson for a lifetime from his mother's womb.  As one 
under the Nazarite vow, Samson was prohibited from consuming anything from the vine, 
touching a dead body, and cutting his hair.  As the story progresses, you will see how he 
disregards these divine mandates.) 


C.
Her husband seeks the Lord.
Then Manoah entreated the Lord, and said,  Oh my 


Lord, let the man of God which you sent come again unto us, and teach us what 


we shall do unto the child that shall be born.
III.
The second announcement of Judge Samson's conception.  (9-23)

A.
And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the Angel of God came 



again unto the woman as she sat in the field: But Manoah her husband was 


not with her.



1.
And the woman ran quickly and told her husband, and said unto him, 



Behold, the man has appeared unto me that came unto me the other day.



2.
And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came to the man, and said 


unto him, Are you the man that spoke unto the woman? And he said, I am.



3.
And Manoah said, Now let your words come to pass. How shall we order 



the child, and how shall we do unto him?



4.
And the Angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, Of all that I said unto the 



woman let her beware. She may not eat of anything that comes of the vine, 


neither let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing: All 



that I commanded her let her observe.


B.
Manoah's request and the Angel's response.



1.
And Manoah said unto the Angel of the Lord, I pray you, let us detain you, 


until we shall have made ready a kid for you.



2.
And the Angel of the Lord said unto Manoah:




a.
Though you detain me, I will not eat of your bread.




b.
If you will offer a burnt offering, you must offer it unto the Lord. 



c.
For Manoah did not know that he was an Angel of the Lord.



3.
And Manoah said unto the Angel of the Lord, What is your name, that 



when your sayings come to pass we may do you honor?  (Note that 




Manoah said "when", not "if" your sayings come to pass.  Don't ever put a 


question mark where God has made a declaration.)


4.
And the Angel of the Lord said unto him, Why are you asking after my 



name, seeing it is secret  (beyond your understanding)?

C.
Manoah's sacrifice.



1.
So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock 



unto the Lord.



2.
And the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on.




a.
For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from 




off the 
altar, that the Angel of the Lord ascended in the flame of 




the altar. 



b.
And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to 




the ground.



3.
But the angel did not appear anymore to Manoah and to his wife. 


4.
Then Manoah knew that he was an Angel of the Lord.


D.
Manoah's fear and his wife's response.



1.
And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen 


God.  (Thinking they had seen God, Manoah was fearful they would die.  



See Exodus 20:19 and 33:20.)


2.
But his wife said unto him:




a.
If the Lord were pleased to kill us, He would not have received a 




burnt offering and a meat offering at our hands.




b.
Neither would He have showed us all these things, nor would He at 



this time have told us such things as these.
IV.
Judge Samson's birth.  (24-25)


A.
And the woman bore a son, and called his name Samson.


B.
And the child grew, and the Lord blessed him.


C.
And the Spirit of the Lord began to move him at times in the camp of Dan 



between Zorah and Eshtaol.  (Samson began but never finished God's 



perfect plan for his life.  Begin with the end in mind. Galatians 5:7.)

(Manoah and his wife had additional children after Samson:  See Judges 16:31.)
Study questions on chapter 13:
1.
What pattern is repeated in verse 1 and what are the results? 
2.
According to verse 2, who was Manoah, where did he live, what was his family like, and 
what do you learn about his wife?

3.
Who appeared to Manoah's wife and what do you learn about him from verse 3 and 
the outline?
4.
What message was given to Manoah's wife by the Angel of the Lord?  (3)

5.
What instructions were given regarding the child that was to be born?  (4-5) 

6.
What message did the woman relay to her husband?  (6-7)
7.
What was Manoah's request of the Lord in verse 8?

8.
What was God's response to Manoah's request?  (9-10)

9.
What questions did Manoah ask the Angel of the Lord and what were the answers?  
(12-14)
10.
What did Manoah request of the Angel of the Lord in verse 15 and what was the response 
in verse 16?

11.
According to the latter part of verse 16, what did Manoah fail to perceive?

12.
What did Manoah ask of the Angel of the Lord in verse 17 and what was the response in 
verse 18?
13.
Using verses 19-20, describe what Manoah did and the sign given by the Angel of the 
Lord to him.
14.
What do you learn about the Angel of the Lord in verse 21?

15.
According to the latter part of verse 21, what did Manoah finally realize and what was the 
concern he expressed to his wife in verse 22?

16.
What was the response of Manoah's wife to his concern?  (23)

17.
Review verses 15-23 and list the positive qualities exemplified by Manoah and his wife.

18.
What prophetic word is fulfilled in verse 24?

19.
According to verse 25, how did the Lord begin to use Samson?

20.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 14

1 And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines.

2 And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife.

3 Then his father and his mother said unto him, Is there never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well.

4 But his father and his mother knew not that it was of the Lord, that he sought an occasion against the Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.

5 Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath: and, behold, a young lion roared against him.

6 And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: but he told not his father or his mother what he had done.

7 And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well.

8 And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcase of the lion.

9 And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating, and came to his father and mother, and he gave them, and they did eat: but he told not them that he had taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion.

10 So his father went down unto the woman: and Samson made there a feast; for so used the young men to do.

11 And it came to pass, when they saw him, that they brought thirty companions to be with him.

12 And Samson said unto them, I will now put forth a riddle unto you: if ye can certainly declare it me within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I will give you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments:

13 But if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me thirty sheets and thirty change of garments. And they said unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it.

14 And he said unto them, Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness. And they could not in three days expound the riddle.

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said unto Samson's wife, Entice thy husband, that he may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father's house with fire: have ye called us to take that we have? is it not so?

16 And Samson's wife wept before him, and said, Thou dost but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth a riddle unto the children of my people, and hast not told it me. And he said unto her, Behold, I have not told it my father nor my mother, and shall I tell it thee?

17 And she wept before him the seven days, while their feast lasted: and it came to pass on the seventh day, that he told her, because she lay sore upon him: and she told the riddle to the children of her people.

18 And the men of the city said unto him on the seventh day before the sun went down, What is sweeter than honey? and what is stronger than a lion? And he said unto them, If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had not found out my riddle.

19 And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them, and took their spoil, and gave change of garments unto them which expounded the riddle. And his anger was kindled, and he went up to his father's house.

20 But Samson's wife was given to his companion, whom he had used as his friend.

Outline 14:

(The story of Judge Samson continues in this chapter.)

I.
Samson finds a wife.  (1-4)


A.
And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath of the 



daughters of the Philistines.


B.
And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have seen a 


woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines: Now therefore get her for 


me to marry.  ("I have seen": Samson was enticed by the lust of the eyes.  Satan's 


strategies have not changed.  Eve "saw that the fruit was good".  See 1 John 


2:16.) 

C.
Then his father and his mother said unto him, Is there not a woman among the 


daughters of your brothers or among all my people, that you must go to take a 


wife of the uncircumcised Philistines? 

D.
And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me; for she pleases me well.


(Marriages were formally arranged by the parents in those days.)


E.
But his father and his mother did not know that this was of the Lord and that he 


sought an occasion against the Philistines, for at that time the Philistines had 


dominion over Israel.


(Parents can raise their child right, but that child still has free will to make his 


own choices.  Poor choices are not always the results of bad parenting.  Samson's 

parents were not in favor of this union, but Samson was concerned only with 


pleasing himself.  Fortunately, God works to accomplish His purposes through 


and in spite of our bad decisions.)

II.
Samson and the lion. (5-6)

A.
Then Samson and his father and his mother went down to Timnath.


B.
And Samson came to  the vineyards of Timnath: And, behold, a young lion roared 

against him

C.
And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion as he 


would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand.


D.
But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done.  (Most likely he did 


not tell them because as part of the Nazarite vow, Samson was not to have 



anything to do with the fruit of the vine.  What was a man who was to avoid the 


fruit of the vine doing in the vineyards and how could he explain this to his 


parents?)

III.
Samson visits the woman of Timnath.  (7-10)

A.
And Samson went down, and talked with the woman; and she pleased him well.


B.
And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcass of 


the lion: And, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcass of the 


lion.  (As a Nazarite, Samson was not supposed to have anything to do with a 


dead body, so why did he turn aside to look at it in the first place? And again, 


what was he doing in the vineyard?)

C.
And he took it in his hands and went on eating, and came to his father and mother, 

and he gave them some and they ate.  But he did not tell them that he had taken 


the honey out of the carcass of the lion.  (Probably because he knew they would 


not approve of him touching a dead body in violation of his Nazarite vow. This 


was an indication of Samson's indifference to spiritual matters.)

D.
So his father went down unto the woman and Samson made a feast there, as it was 

the custom of the young men to do at that time.
IV.
Samson's riddle. (11-18)

A.
And it came to pass, when they saw him, that they brought 30 companions to 


be with him.


B.
And Samson said unto them, I will now put forth a riddle unto you: 


1.
If you can certainly declare it to me within the seven days of the feast and 



find it out, then I will give you 30 sheets (linen undergarments) and 30 



changes of garments.



2.
But if you cannot declare it to me, then you shall give me 30 sheets and 



30 changes of garments. 


3.
And they said unto him, Put forth your riddle, that we may hear it.



(Riddles were a common form of entertainment.  Sadly, we  find Samson 



marrying a heathen girl, feasting where wine was most likely served, and 



hanging around with the enemy.  It was bad enough for him to violate his 



vow by touching a dead body, but now he is joking about his 




transgression.  Do we sometimes do this when we downplay our sins?)


C.
And he said unto them, Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong 


came forth sweetness. And they could not expound the riddle in three days.


D.
And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said unto Samson's wife, Entice 


your husband, that he may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn you and your 


father's house with fire: Have you called us to take that we have? Is it not so?


E.
And Samson's wife wept before him, and said, You hate me and don't love me 


because you have put forth a riddle unto the children of my people and have not 


told it to me. 

F.
And he said unto her, Behold, I have not told it to my father nor my mother, and 


shall I tell it to you? And she wept before him the seven days, while their feast 


lasted.


G.
And it came to pass on the seventh day, that he told her, because she lay sore upon 

him: And she told the riddle to the children of her people.


H.
And the men of the city said unto him on the seventh day before the sun went 


down: What is sweeter than honey and what is stronger than a lion? 
V.
Samson's response.  (18-20)

A.
And Samson said unto them, If you had not plowed with my heifer, you would not 

have found out my riddle.

B.
And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and 


slew 30 of them,  took their spoil, and gave their apparel to them which 



expounded the riddle. 

C.
And his anger was kindled, and he went up to his father's house.


D.
But Samson's wife was given to his companion, who was his friend.

Study questions on chapter 14:
1.
Where did Samson go, what did he see that he wanted, and what did he ask of his father and mother? (1-2)
2.
What was the response of Samson's parents to his request?  (3-4)

3.
According to verse 4, who had dominion over the land at that time? 

4.
According to verse 5, where did Samson and his parents go?

5.
What confronted Samson in the vineyard and what was his response?  Why did he not tell 
his parents about this encounter  (5-6 and outline)
6.
What relationship began in verse 7?

7.
What happened upon Samson's return to Timnath and what did this reveal about 
Samson's spiritual condition?  (8-9)

8.
Using verses 10-18 describe the events that occurred.


-Where did Samson and his father go and what did they do?



-Who joined Samson?



-What was the riddle Samson told?



-What was to be the reward for whoever explained the riddle?


-What would Samson receive if the men could not explain the riddle?



-What happened on the seventh day of the feast?



-What did the Philistines ask Samson's wife to do and what was her response?



-To whom did Samson reveal the riddle?



-How were the men of the city able to explain the riddle?


-What was Samson's response when they told him the answer to the riddle?

9.
Review verses 1,5,7, and 10.  What word regarding Samson's locations is repeated in 
these verses that aptly reflects his spiritual condition?

10.
Where did Samson go after leaving the feast and what did he do there before returning 
home to his father's house?  (19)

11.
What happened to Samson's wife?  (20)

12.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 15

1 But it came to pass within a while after, in the time of wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid; and he said, I will go in to my wife into the chamber. But her father would not suffer him to go in.

2 And her father said, I verily thought that thou hadst utterly hated her; therefore I gave her to thy companion: is not her younger sister fairer than she? take her, I pray thee, instead of her.

3 And Samson said concerning them, Now shall I be more blameless than the Philistines, though I do them a displeasure.

4 And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took firebrands, and turned tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails.

5 And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go into the standing corn of the Philistines, and burnt up both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the vineyards and olives.

6 Then the Philistines said, Who hath done this? And they answered, Samson, the son in law of the Timnite, because he had taken his wife, and given her to his companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her and her father with fire.

7 And Samson said unto them, Though ye have done this, yet will I be avenged of you, and after that I will cease.

8 And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter: and he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock Etam.

9 Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and spread themselves in Lehi.

10 And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against us? And they answered, To bind Samson are we come up, to do to him as he hath done to us.

11 Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top of the rock Etam, and said to Samson, Knowest thou not that the Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that thou hast done unto us? And he said unto them, As they did unto me, so have I done unto them.

12 And they said unto him, We are come down to bind thee, that we may deliver thee into the hand of the Philistines. And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye will not fall upon me yourselves.

13 And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind thee fast, and deliver thee into their hand: but surely we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new cords, and brought him up from the rock.

14 And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him: and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands.

15 And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men therewith.

16 And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men.

17 And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his hand, and called that place Ramath-lehi.

18 And he was sore athirst, and called on the Lord, and said, Thou hast given this great deliverance into the hand of thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised?

19 But God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived: wherefore he called the name thereof En-hakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day.

20 And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years.

Outline 15:

(The story of Judge Samson continues in this chapter.)

I.
A conflict over Samson's wife.  (1-3)

A.
But it came to pass after a while, in the time of wheat harvest, that Samson 


visited his wife with a kid (as a token of reconciliation).


B.
And he said, I will go in to my wife into the chamber. But her father would not 


permit him to go in (to have relations with her).


C.
And her father said, I truly thought that you utterly hated her (rejected her); 


therefore I gave her to your companion: Is not her younger sister fairer than she? 


Take her, I beg you, instead of her.


D.
And Samson said concerning them, Now I shall be more blameless than the 


Philistines, though I do them a displeasure.
II.
Revenge on the Philistines. (4-5)

A.
And Samson went and caught 300 foxes, and took firebrands, and turned them tail 

to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails.


B.
And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go into the standing corn of 


the Philistines and  it burnt up both the shocks,  the standing corn, the vineyards, 


and the olives.  (It does not say that the Spirit of the Lord came upon Samson 


here.  Yes, the Philistines were an enemy, but here he was fighting his own battle 


and seeking revenge, not avenging the cause of the Lord.)
III.
The reaction of the Philistines. (6)

A.
Then the Philistines said, Who has done this? 

B.
And they answered, Samson, the son in law of the Timnite, because he had taken 


his wife, and given her to his companion. 

C.
And the Philistines came up and burnt her and her father with fire.  (Samson's wife 

had made a treaty with the enemy to avoid this, but in the end the enemy does not 


keep his promise.  The same is true spiritually.)
IV.
Samson's response.  (7-8)

A.
And Samson said unto them, Because you have done this,  I will be avenged of 


you, and after that I will cease. (I will not stop until I get revenge.)

B.
And he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter.


C.
And he went down and dwelt in the top of the rock Etam.
V.
The response of Judah.  (9-13)


A.
Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and spread themselves in Lehi.


B.
And the men of Judah said, Why are you come up against us? And they answered, 

We have come up to bind Samson, to do to him as he has done to us.  (This is a 


worldly philosophy:  Do to others as they do to you.  Jesus taught us to treat 


others 
the way we want to be treated.)


C.
Then 3,000 men of Judah went to the top of the rock Etam:



1.
They said to Samson, 
Don't you know that the Philistines are rulers over 



us? What is this that you have done unto us?   (Note that they had a 



potential army
of  3,000 men, but rather than follow Samson into battle 



they wanted to pacify the enemy by siding with them. They were fearful to 



rise up against their oppressor.  Always remember:  There is no neutrality 


in spiritual warfare.)


2.
And Samson said unto them, As they did unto me, so I have done unto 



them  (This is the worldly philosophy of retribution, but violence and 



revenge breeds more violence and revenge.)


3.
And they said unto him, We have come down to bind you, that we may 



deliver you into the hand of the Philistines.   (Because the Philistines ruled 


them, the men of Judah felt obligated to at least feign capturing Samson 



and delivering him to the Philistines.)


4.
And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me that you will not fall upon 



me yourselves (to kill me).

D.
And they spoke unto him, saying:



1.
No; but we will bind you fast and deliver you into their hand: But surely 



we will not kill you. 


2.
And they bound him with two new cords and brought him up from the 



rock.
VI.
The battle with the Philistines.  (14-17)

A.
And when Samson came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him.


B.
And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and the cords that were upon 


his arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed from off his 

hands.


C.
And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and 


slew 1,000 men.


D.
And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw 


bone of an ass I have slain 1,000 men.


E.
And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking, that he cast away the 


jawbone out of his hand, and called that place Ramath-lehi (which means, "the 


heel of the jawbone".)
VII.
Samson's complaint and God's provision.  (18-19)

A.
And Samson was very thirsty and called on the Lord, and said, You have given 


this great deliverance into the hand of your servant: And now shall I die for thirst, 


and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised?  (Samson prayed for his own physical 

needs, but there is no record of him praying regarding God's purposes until the 


time of his death. What is your priority in prayer:  God's purposes or your own 


problems?)

B.
But God opened a hollow place, and water came out of it.


C.
And when Samson had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived.


D.
Wherefore he called the name thereof En-hakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day.



(The name means "well of the one who calls".)

VIII.
Samson's tenure of judgment.  And he judged Israel for 20 years in the days of the 
Philistines.  (20)
Study questions on chapter 15:
1.
Using verses 1-3, answer the following questions:


-Where did Samson go?



-What did he want to do?





-What did his wife's father prevent him from doing and why?



-What did Samson's wife's father offer him?



-What was Samson's response?

2.
Using verses 4-5, explain what Samson did to get revenge on the Philistines.
3.
What questions did the Philistines ask concerning this action, what was the answer they 
received, and what did they do in response?  (6)
4.
What was Samuel's response to what the Philistines had done?  (7-8)
5.
Where were the Philistines camped and preparing for battle?  (9)

6.
What question did the men of Judah ask the Philistines and what was their answer?  

(10)

7.
How many men of Judah went to appeal to Samson?  What questions did they ask him 
and what was his response to them?  (11)
8.
What did the men of Judah tell Samson they had come to do, what was Samson's 
response, and what did the men do to him?  (12-13)
9.
What happened when Samson was brought to Lehi?  (14)

10.
Describe Samson's actions as recorded in verses 15-17?
11.
What was Samson's complaint in verse 18 and how did God respond in verse 19?
12.
According to verse 20, for how many years did Samson' serve as judge in Israel?
13.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 16

1 Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there an harlot, and went in unto her.

2 And it was told the Gazites, saying, Samson is come hither. And they compassed him in, and laid wait for him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying, In the morning, when it is day, we shall kill him.

3 And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of an hill that is before Hebron.

4 And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah.

5 And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may bind him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver.

6 And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee.

7 And Samson said unto her, If they bind me with seven green withs that were never dried, then shall I be weak, and be as another man.

8 Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green withs which had not been dried, and she bound him with them.

9 Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. And she said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he brake the withs, as a thread of tow is broken when it toucheth the fire. So his strength was not known.

10 And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou mightest be bound.

11 And he said unto her, If they bind me fast with new ropes that never were occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as another man.

12 Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him therewith, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And there were liers in wait abiding in the chamber. And he brake them from off his arms like a thread.

13 And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: tell me wherewith thou mightest be bound. And he said unto her, If thou weavest the seven locks of my head with the web.

14 And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awaked out of his sleep, and went away with the pin of the beam, and with the web.

15 And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine heart is not with me? thou hast mocked me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength lieth.

16 And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death;

17 That he told her all his heart, and said unto her. There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother's womb: if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man.

18 And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he hath shewed me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in their hand.

19 And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from him.

20 And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the Lord was departed from him.

21 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house.

22 Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again after he was shaven.

23 Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand.

24 And when the people saw him, they praised their god: for they said, Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our country, which slew many of us.

25 And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison house; and he made them sport: and they set him between the pillars.

26 And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them.

27 Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof about three thousand men and women, that beheld while Samson made sport.

28 And Samson called unto the Lord, and said, O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.

29 And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left.

30 And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.

31 Then his brethren and all the house of his father came down, and took him, and brought him up, and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the burying place of Manoah his father. And he judged Israel twenty years.

Outline 16:

(The story of Judge Samson continues and concludes in this chapter.)

I.
Samson takes the gates of the city. (1-3)

A.
Then Samson went to Gaza and saw an harlot there and went in unto her.


(This was Philistine territory, where he should not have gone except at the 


command of the Lord to accomplish His purposes--see Psalm 1.  Keeping the 


wrong company corrupts good morals:  1 Corinthians 15:33.)


B.
And the Gazites were told Samson had come, and they surrounded him and laid 


wait for him all night in the gate of the city: They were quiet all night, saying, In 


the morning, when it is day, we shall kill him.


C.
And Samson lay until midnight, and he arose at midnight, and took the doors of 


the gate of the city and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and 


put them upon his shoulders. He carried them up to the top of an hill that is before 

Hebron.  (This was a distance of about 50 miles.)


(The gates of the city were a place of judgment and business and they protected 


the city from invasion. To "possess the gates of your enemy" was a metaphor for 


defeating them.  See Genesis 22:17 and 24:60.)

II.
Samson and Delilah.  (4-20)

A.
And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, 


whose name was Delilah.


B.
The Philistines' offer. 


1.
And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice 


him, and see wherein his great strength lies, and by what means we may 



prevail against him, that we may bind him to afflict him.



2.
And we will give you--every one of us--1,100 pieces of silver.

C.
Delilah's first appeal.



1.
And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray you, wherein your great 



strength lies and with what you might be bound to afflict you.



2.
And Samson said unto her, If they bind me with seven green withs  



(gut-strings) that were never dried, then I shall be weak and be as another 



man.



3.
Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green withs 



which had not been dried, and she bound him with them.



4.
Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. And 



she said unto him, The Philistines are upon you, Samson. 


5.
And he broke the withs, as a thread (tow) is broken when it touches the 



fire. So his strength was not known.

D.
Delilah's second appeal.


1.
And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, you have mocked me and told me 



lies: Now tell me, I pray you, how you can be bound.



2.
And he said unto her, If they bind me fast with new ropes that never were 



occupied, then I shall  be weak and be as another man.



3.
So Delilah  took new ropes, and bound him with them and said unto him, 



The Philistines are upon you, Samson. And there were liers (men in 



ambush)  in wait abiding in the chamber. 


4.
And he broke the new ropes from off his arms like a thread.


E.
Delilah's third appeal.



1.
And Delilah said unto Samson, Previously you have mocked me and told 



me lies: Tell me with what you might be bound. 


2.
And he said unto her, If you weave the seven locks (braids or dreadlocks) 



of my head with the web (a loom used for weaving).


3.
And she did it and fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, The 




Philistines are upon you, Samson. And he awaked out of his sleep, and 



went away with the pin of the beam and the web still in his hair.


F.
Delilah's fourth appeal.



1.
And she said unto him, How can you say, I love you when your heart is not 


with me? You have mocked me these three times and have not told me 



wherein your great strength lies.



2.
And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and 



urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death; that he told her all his 



heart, and said unto her:

 


a.
There has not come a razor upon my head; for I have been a 




Nazarite unto God from my mother's womb.




b.
If I am shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall 




become weak, and be like any other man.  (His hair was not the 




source of His strength, but rather the symbol of it.  His strength 




came from his separation to God.  He had already violated the 




mandates regarding the fruit of the vine and dead bodies, now he 




violates the final mandate marking his separation.  The result is 




that his strength departs.  When we violate scriptural directives, 




we too, will lose our spiritual power.)


3.
And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called 


for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this one more time, for he 



has showed me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto 


her, and brought money in their hand.



4.
And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she 


made him shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict 



him, and his strength went from him.



5.
And she said, The Philistines be upon you, Samson. 


(Are there any "Delilah's" that you need to deal with in your life?  If you don't 


part company with them you will eventually be taken into captivity by them.)

III.
Samson is taken captive. (20-22)

A.
And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and 

shake myself.  (Note his reliance on self:  "I will shake myself").  And he did not 


know that the Lord had departed from him.  (This is
the saddest verse in the story 


of  Samson.  Would you know if God's presence had departed from you?  How 


many of our churches do not know that God's presence is no longer in their 


services?)

B.
But the Philistines took him, put out his eyes, brought him down to Gaza,  bound 


him with fetters of brass; and he was enslaved and ground in the prison house.  


(Samson had done what he thought was right in his own eyes, now he loses his 


eyes.   Note the pattern here:  Satan wants to strip you of your spiritual strength, 


bind you, blind you, and enslave you to a life of a grinding existence.)

C.
However the hair of his head began to grow again after he was shaven.  (God is 


the God of another chance.  Samson's hair, a symbol of his strength and 



separation unto God, began growing again.  Forgiveness from God is immediate, 


but restoration is gradual.  It took time for his hair to grow back, but grow it did!  

Even in the worst of failures, restoration is possible.  Some of the effects of sin 


may be slow to disappear, and some may never be eradicated. Samson's hair grew 

back, but he never regained his eyesight.  He would never be restored to his 


former usefulness as when he had his vision.)
IV.
Samson's final victory.  (23-30)

A.
Then the lords of the Philistines gathered together to offer a great sacrifice unto 


Dagon their god, and to rejoice: For, they said, our god has delivered Samson our 


enemy into our hand.  (When great men of faith fall, it provides opportunity for 


the world to make fun of all believers and disregard their message and the true 


God.)

B.
And when the people saw him, they praised their god: For they said, Our god has 


delivered into our hands our enemy, the destroyer of our country which slew many 

of us.


C.
And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for 



Samson, that he may make us sport (entertain us). And they called for Samson out 

of the prison house; and he made them sport: And they set him between the 


pillars.


D.
And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, Allow me to feel the 


pillars whereupon the house stands, that I may lean upon them.


E.
Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines 


were there; and there were upon the roof about 3,000 men and women that 


watched while Samson made sport.


F.
And Samson called unto the Lord, and said, Oh Lord God, remember me, I pray 


You, and strengthen me, I pray You, only this once, oh God, that I may be 



avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.  (This is only the second record we 


have of Samson praying to God.  He is a new man, no longer self-reliant but 


rather God-reliant.)

G.
And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood and 


on which it was borne up, one with his right hand and the other with his left.


H.
And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all 


his might.


I.
And the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So 


the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.
V.
A final postscript about Samson.  (31)

A.
Then his brethren and all the house of his father came down and took him, and 


brought him up, and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the burying place 


of Manoah his father. 

B.
And Samson judged Israel for 20 years.

(Samson's birth was supernaturally foretold and he had a divine call from his mother's womb.     Nazarites were to abstain from the fruit of the vine, not cut their hair, and avoid contact with dead bodies: Numbers 6. Normally the Nazarite vow was temporary, but Samson was to live all his life under it. The emphasis was not just a separation from something, but a separation to something--his divine destiny. Samson's strength came from his separation which was symbolized by his hair.  In terms of available resources, Samson lacked nothing. Neither does the believer: Colossians 2:9-10; 2 Peter 1:3.  Unfortunately Samson rejected authority and discipline and he was controlled by his passions.  His fall followed a downward spiral of:


Ignorance: He knew not 16:20 


Weakness: The Philistines laid hold on him 16:21 


Darkness: They put out his eyes 16:21 


Degradation: They brought him down to Gaza 16:1-3 


Bondage: They bound him with fetters: 16:21 

Drudgery: He ground in the prison house: 16:21 


Humiliation: The enemy made sport of him: 16:25,27


Destruction: He died by his own hand:  16:30
Despite his failures, Samson is listed in the hall of faith in Hebrews 11:32.  Thankfully, "...where sin abounded, grace much more abounded": Romans 5:20.  Samson was a man of faith, but not a faithful man.)

Study questions on chapter 16:
1.
Where did Samson go and for what reason?  (1)
2.
What happened when the Gazites heard Samson was there?  (2)
3.
What did Samson do to escape the plot of the Gazites?  (3)

4.
Using verses 4-20, answer the following questions:


-Where did Delilah live?


-What did the Philistines ask Delilah to do and what did they promise her?



-What did Delilah continually question Samson about?



-What three answers did Samson give to Delilah that proved untrue?


-What happened the first three times when Delilah said the Philistines had come 


  to take Samson?



-What did Samson finally reveal as the true symbol of his strength?



-What happened when Samson's hair was cut and the Philistines attacked?


-What departed from Samson without him even knowing it?

5.
Review the story of Samson and Delilah again and then read Genesis 39:12 and 2 
Timothy 2:22. What should Samson have done regarding this relationship?

6.
What did the Philistines do to Samson?  (21)

7.
What evidence of God's grace and mercy is revealed in verse 22?

8.
What was the purpose of the gathering described in  verses 23-24?

9.
For whom did they call and for what purpose?  (25)
10.
What did Samson ask of the young man that held his hand?  (26)

11.
Describe Samson's final victory as recorded in verses 27-30.

12.
Who came for Samson's body and where was he buried?  (31)
13.
For how many years did Samson judge Israel?  (31)

14.
Note the parallels between the life of Samson and that of Jesus Christ:


-Both births were foretold by an angel.



-Both were separated to God from their mother's womb.



-Both were Nazarites.



-Both moved in the power of the Holy Spirit.



-Both experienced rejection



-Both destroyed the enemy.


Note the sad contrasts between the life of Samson and that of Jesus Christ.



-Samson lived a sinful life.  Jesus was sinless.



-Samson prayed at the time of his death that he could avenge his enemies because 


  of his two eyes.  Jesus prayed for God to forgive His enemies.



-Samson's arms were outstretched in wrath at the time of his death.  



  Jesus' arms were outstretched in love.



-Samson died and remains dead.  Jesus Christ died, but was resurrected.

15.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

PART THREE

The Historical Appendix Of Israel's Failures
 17:1-21:25

Judges 17

1 And there was a man of mount Ephraim, whose name was Micah.

2 And he said unto his mother, The eleven hundred shekels of silver that were taken from thee, about which thou cursedst, and spakest of also in mine ears, behold, the silver is with me; I took it. And his mother said, Blessed be thou of the Lord, my son.

3 And when he had restored the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, his mother said, I had wholly dedicated the silver unto the Lord from my hand for my son, to make a graven image and a molten image: now therefore I will restore it unto thee.

4 Yet he restored the money unto his mother; and his mother took two hundred shekels of silver, and gave them to the founder, who made thereof a graven image and a molten image: and they were in the house of Micah.

5 And the man Micah had an house of gods, and made an ephod, and teraphim, and consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest.

6 In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes.

7 And there was a young man out of Bethlehem Judah of the family of Judah, who was a Levite, and he sojourned there.

8 And the man departed out of the city from Bethlehem Judah to sojourn where he could find a place: and he came to mount Ephraim to the house of Micah, as he journeyed.

9 And Micah said unto him, Whence comest thou? And he said unto him, I am a Levite of Bethlehem Judah, and I go to sojourn where I may find a place.

10 And Micah said unto him, Dwell with me, and be unto me a father and a priest, and I will give thee ten shekels of silver by the year, and a suit of apparel, and thy victuals. So the Levite went in.

11 And the Levite was content to dwell with the man; and the young man was unto him as one of his sons.

12 And Micah consecrated the Levite; and the young man became his priest, and was in the house of Micah.

13 Then said Micah, Now know I that the Lord will do me good, seeing I have a Levite to my priest.

Outline 17:

(The historical appendix in chapters 17-21 reflects the spiritual and moral conditions at the time of the judges. This chapter concerns individual idolatry of a man named Micah.  In the following chapter, his personal idolatrous actions result in the idolatry of an entire tribe of Israel.  It has been said of believers, "You never sin alone.")

I.
Micah's idolatrous altar.  (1-5)


A.
And there was a man of mount Ephraim, whose name was Micah.


B.
And he said unto his mother:



1.
The 1,100 shekels of silver that were taken from you, about which you are 



cursing and speaking of in my ears, behold, I have it; I took it. 



(It was his fear of the curse that caused him to confess, not fear of the 



Lord.)



2.
And his mother said, Blessed are you of the Lord, my son.


C.
And when he had restored the 1,100 shekels of silver to his mother, his mother 


said, I had wholly dedicated the silver unto the Lord from my hand for my 
son, to 


make a graven image and a molten image: Now therefore I will restore it unto 


you.


D.
Yet Micah restored the money unto his mother; and his mother took 200 shekels 


of silver, and gave them to the founder, who made thereof a graven (carved) 


image and a molten image (poured of silver): And they were in the house of 


Micah.  (Micah had coveted the silver and what you covet eventually becomes 


your idol.)

E.
And the man Micah had an house of gods, he made an ephod and teraphim, and 


consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest.  (This was against the laws of 


God.  See Exodus 20:2-5.)
II.
Conditions in Israel.  (6)


In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes.  (Does this not sound like conditions in many nations in our present day?)
III.
Micah's idolatrous priest.  (7-13)


A.
And there was a young man out of Bethlehem-Judah of the family of Judah, who 


was a Levite, and he sojourned (dwelt) there.


B.
And the man departed out of the city from Bethlehem-Judah to sojourn where he 


could find a place: And he came to mount Ephraim to the house of Micah, as he 


journeyed.  (Levites were assigned to certain cities for a life-time.  Instead of 


seeking God's purpose and direction, this man set out on his own to find a place.  


When you seek position instead of purpose, problems soon follow.)

C.
And Micah said unto him, From where are you coming? 

D.
And he said unto him, I am a Levite of Bethlehem Judah, and I go to sojourn 


where I may find a place.


E.
And Micah said unto him, Dwell with me, and be unto me a father and a priest, 


and I will give you ten shekels of silver each year,  a suit of apparel, and your 


food. 

F.
So the Levite went in. And the Levite was content to dwell with the man; and the 


young man was unto him as one of his sons.  (The Levite was content to dwell in 


the house of idolatry.)

G.
And Micah consecrated the Levite and the young man became his priest, and he 


dwelt in the house of Micah.  (He was a hired preacher, so to say.)

H.
Then Micah said, Now I know that the Lord will do me good, seeing I have a 


Levite as my priest.  (Micah had all the external elements of religion, so he 


assumed he would be blessed by God.  Many still make the same mistake.  Micah 


was trying to worship God in his own way instead of the way prescribed by the 


Word of God.  What is really sad is that Micah lived not far from the temple at 


Shiloh where God had instructed Israel to worship.)
(Micah's name means "who is like the Lord", but this was a contradiction of his character.  He began as a thief and became an idolater.  He coveted, stole, and committed idolatry without guilt.)  
Study questions on chapter 17:
1.
Who is introduced in verse 1 and where did he live?

2.
What confession did Micah make in verse 2?
3.
What was his mother's response?  (2)

4.
What happened after Micah restored the silver to his mother?  (3-4)

5.
What did Micah do with the idol given to him by his mother?   What else did he do in 
violation of God's Word?  (4-5) 

6.
According to verse 6, what do you learn about conditions in Israel at that time?

7.
Using verses 7-12, summarize the story of the Levite.



-From where did he come?



-What did Micah ask of him?



-What was the Levite's response?



-What wages did Micah pay his hired priest?



-What type of personal relationship did Micah and the Levite have?



-What position did the Levite fill in Micah's household?

8.
According to verse 13, what did Micah assume and why? 

9.
This chapter is an example of the dire spiritual conditions in Israel at the time of the 
judges.  Here you see the deterioration of a family (verses 1-5); a nation (verse 6); and 
faith  (verses 7-13).

10.
Idolatry is not a thing of the past.  In many nations, molten and graven images are still 
worshipped.  An idol is anything you put in place of God:  Possessions, relationships, 
activities, etc.  What does God's Word say regarding idolatry in Isaiah 44:9-20?

11.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 18

1 In those days there was no king in Israel: and in those days the tribe of the Danites sought them an inheritance to dwell in; for unto that day all their inheritance had not fallen unto them among the tribes of Israel.

2 And the children of Dan sent of their family five men from their coasts, men of valour, from Zorah, and from Eshtaol, to spy out the land, and to search it; and they said unto them, Go, search the land: who when they came to mount Ephraim, to the house of Micah, they lodged there.

3 When they were by the house of Micah, they knew the voice of the young man the Levite: and they turned in thither, and said unto him, Who brought thee hither? and what makest thou in this place? and what hast thou here?

4 And he said unto them, Thus and thus dealeth Micah with me, and hath hired me, and I am his priest.

5 And they said unto him, Ask counsel, we pray thee, of God, that we may know whether our way which we go shall be prosperous.

6 And the priest said unto them, Go in peace: before the Lord is your way wherein ye go.

7 Then the five men departed, and came to Laish, and saw the people that were therein, how they dwelt careless, after the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and secure; and there was no magistrate in the land, that might put them to shame in any thing; and they were far from the Zidonians, and had no business with any man.

8 And they came unto their brethren to Zorah and Eshtaol: and their brethren said unto them, What say ye?

9 And they said, Arise, that we may go up against them: for we have seen the land, and, behold, it is very good: and are ye still? be not slothful to go, and to enter to possess the land.

10 When ye go, ye shall come unto a people secure, and to a large land: for God hath given it into your hands; a place where there is no want of any thing that is in the earth.

11 And there went from thence of the family of the Danites, out of Zorah and out of Eshtaol, six hundred men appointed with weapons of war.

12 And they went up, and pitched in Kirjath-jearim, in Judah: wherefore they called that place Mahaneh-dan unto this day: behold, it is behind Kirjath-jearim.

13 And they passed thence unto mount Ephraim, and came unto the house of Micah.

14 Then answered the five men that went to spy out the country of Laish, and said unto their brethren, Do ye know that there is in these houses an ephod, and teraphim, and a graven image, and a molten image? now therefore consider what ye have to do.

15 And they turned thitherward, and came to the house of the young man the Levite, even unto the house of Micah, and saluted him.

16 And the six hundred men appointed with their weapons of war, which were of the children of Dan, stood by the entering of the gate.

17 And the five men that went to spy out the land went up, and came in thither, and took the graven image, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image: and the priest stood in the entering of the gate with the six hundred men that were appointed with weapons of war.

18 And these went into Micah's house, and fetched the carved image, the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image. Then said the priest unto them, What do ye?

19 And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, lay thine hand upon thy mouth, and go with us, and be to us a father and a priest: is it better for thee to be a priest unto the house of one man, or that thou be a priest unto a tribe and a family in Israel?

20 And the priest's heart was glad, and he took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven image, and went in the midst of the people.

21 So they turned and departed, and put the little ones and the cattle and the carriage before them.

22 And when they were a good way from the house of Micah, the men that were in the houses near to Micah's house were gathered together, and overtook the children of Dan.

23 And they cried unto the children of Dan. And they turned their faces, and said unto Micah, What aileth thee, that thou comest with such a company?

24 And he said, Ye have taken away my gods which I made, and the priest, and ye are gone away: and what have I more? and what is this that ye say unto me, What aileth thee?

25 And the children of Dan said unto him, Let not thy voice be heard among us, lest angry fellows run upon thee, and thou lose thy life, with the lives of thy household.

26 And the children of Dan went their way: and when Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he turned and went back unto his house.

27 And they took the things which Micah had made, and the priest which he had, and came unto Laish, unto a people that were at quiet and secure: and they smote them with the edge of the sword, and burnt the city with fire.

28 And there was no deliverer, because it was far from Zidon, and they had no business with any man; and it was in the valley that lieth by Beth-rehob. And they built a city, and dwelt therein.

29 And they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was born unto Israel: howbeit the name of the city was Laish at the first.

30 And the children of Dan set up the graven image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, he and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land.

31 And they set them up Micah's graven image, which he made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh.

Outline 18:

(A historical appendix: The idolatry of the tribe of Dan.)

I.
The quest of the tribe of Dan.  (1-2).


A.
In those days there was no king in Israel.


B.
In those days the tribe of the Danites sought an inheritance to dwell in; for unto 


that day all their inheritance had not fallen unto them among the tribes of Israel.


(God had an assigned place for them, but they had refused to claim their  



inheritance and were willing to settle
for something else.  God has an assigned 


place for you, and sometimes you have to battle to secure it.  As the tribe of Dan, 


if you refuse to do so and seek your own way, you encounter nothing but trouble.  


The tribe of Dan was living a settled-for life.  In 1 Chronicles, they are no longer 


listed as a tribe.  They refused what God gave them, took what He did not give 


them, and lost 
everything in the process. What about you?)


C.
And the children of Dan sent five men:



1.
They were men from their family.


2.
They were from their coasts.



3.
They were men of valor.



4.
They were from Zorah and from Eshtaol.


D.
They were sent to spy out the land, and to search it.


E.
And they said unto them, Go, search the land.


F.
And when they came to mount Ephraim, to the house of Micah, they lodged there.

II.
The representatives from Dan seek counsel.  (3-6)


A.
When they were by the house of Micah, they recognized the voice of the young 


man, the Levite.  (Apparently they recognized his dialect as different from the men 

of Ephraim.)

B.
They  turned in there, and said unto him:



1.
Who brought you here? 


2.
What are you doing in this place? 


3.
What do you have here?


(These are good questions we should ask ourselves spiritually.  Who brought you 


to the place you are in?  What are you doing? What do you have there? )


C.
And he said unto them, Micah deals with me in various ways, he has hired me, 


and I am his priest

D.
And they said unto him, Ask counsel, we pray you, of God, that we may know 


whether our way which we go shall be prosperous.


E.
And the priest said unto them, Go in peace: The Lord is your way wherein 



you go.  (As a paid priest, Micah said what people wanted to hear.)
III.
The tribe of Dan's battle plan.  (7-12)


A.
Then the five men departed, and came to Laish:



1.
They saw the people that were therein, how they dwelt carelessly, after the 



manner of the Zidonians, quiet and secure.



2.
There was no magistrate in the land, that might put them to shame in 



anything.



3.
They were far from the Zidonians, and had no business (relationships) 



with any man.  (They were isolated: No one would come to their aid.)

B.
And they came unto their brethren to Zorah and Eshtaol, and their brethren said 


unto them, What do you have to say?


C.
And they said:



1.
Arise, that we may go up against them.



2.
For we have seen the land, and, behold, it is very good. 


3.
So why are you still here?  Do not be slothful to go and enter to possess 



the land.



4.
When you go, you shall come unto a people secure, and to a large land: 



For  God has given it into your hands, a place where there is no want of 



anything that is in the earth.

D.
And there went from there of the family of the Danites, out of Zorah and out of 


Eshtaol, 600 men who were appointed and equipped with weapons of war.


E.
They went up, and pitched in Kirjath-jearim, in Judah, wherefore they called 


that place Mahaneh-dan unto this day: Behold, it is behind Kirjath-jearim.

IV.
The representatives of Dan spy out the house of Micah.  (13-14)

A.
And they passed from there to mount Ephraim, and came unto the house of 


Micah.


B.
Then the five men that went to spy out the country of Laish said unto their 



brothers, Do you know that there is in these houses an ephod, a teraphim, a 


graven image, and a molten image? 

C.
Now therefore consider what you have to do.
V.
The tribe of Dan raids the house of Micah.  (15-21)


(Evil people want what others have and will get it at any cost and in the wrong ways. 
 
See James 4:1-3)

A.
And they turned to go that way, and they came to the house of the young man the 


Levite,
even unto the house of Micah, and saluted him.


B.
And the 600 men appointed with their weapons of war, which were of the children 

of Dan, stood by the entrance to the gate.


C.
And the five men that went to spy out the land went up, came in there, and
took 


the graven image, the ephod,  the teraphim, and the molten image.


D.
And the priest stood in the entering of the gate with the 600 men that were 



appointed with weapons of war who had gone into Micah's house to fetch the 


carved image, the ephod, the teraphim, and the molten image. 

E.
Then the priest said unto them, What are you doing?


F.
And they said unto him, Hold your peace, lay your hand upon your mouth, go 


with us, and be to us a father and a priest: Is it better for you to be a priest unto 


the house of one man or to be priest unto a tribe and a family in Israel?


(The biblical answer to this would be to not be a priest at all, for he was not 


qualified by God.  Note that first there was the individual idolatry of Micah, now 


there is corporate idolatry. Note also that when a minister is a hireling, he will be 

quick to leave when more money or a better opportunity comes his way)

G.
And the priest's heart was glad, and he took the ephod, the teraphim, and the 


graven image and went in the midst of the people.


H.
So they turned and departed, and put the little ones, the cattle, and the carriage 


before them.

(Dan did not go to war when God called Israel to battle in the days of Deborah. When 
you retire from God's mission, you will end up serving an idol.  In Revelation 7, Dan is 
not mentioned. They refused the mandate of God, so they are not part of the end-time 
move of God.)

VI.
The house of Micah pursues Dan.  (22-26)

A.
And when they were a good way from the house of Micah, the men that were in 


the houses near Micah's house gathered together, overtook the children of Dan, 


and they cried unto them. 

B.
And they turned their faces, and said unto Micah, What is ailing you, that you 


come with such a company?  


C.
And he said, You have taken my gods which I made, the priest, and have 



taken them away:  And what more do I have left? And what is this that you say 


unto me, What ails you?  (With self-made gods and without the true God, nothing 


is left when you strip away the externals of religion.)

D.
And the children of Dan said unto him, Do not let your voice be heard among us, 


lest angry fellows run upon you and you lose your life, along with the lives of your 

household.  (In other words, shut up or we will kill you!)

E.
And the children of Dan went their way: And when Micah saw that they were too 


strong for him, he turned and went back into his house.  (He had lost the 



trappings of religion and his prestige and power had been stripped away.)
VII.
An attack on Laish.  (27-31)

A.
And they took the things which Micah had made, and the priest which he had, and 

came unto Laish, unto a people that were quiet and secure: And they smote 


them with the edge of the sword, and burnt the city with fire.


B.
And there was no deliverer, because it was far from Zidon and they had no 


business with any man; and it was in the valley that lies by Beth-rehob. 

C.
They built a city, and dwelt there and they called the name of the city Dan, 


after the name of Dan their father, who was born unto Israel: However the name 


of the city was Laish at the first.


D.
And the children of Dan set up the graven image: And Jonathan, the son of 


Gershom, the son of Manasseh, he and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan 


until the day of the captivity of the land.


E.
And they set up Micah's graven image, which he made and it remained there all 


the time that the house of God was in Shiloh.



(The true house of God at that time was at Shiloh, only a short distance away, but 


these idolatrous people preferred to do their own thing and settled for religion 


instead of relationship.  These people had stolen, attacked a peaceful town where 


they had no legitimate inheritance, and established an idolatrous city.)
Study questions on chapter 18:
1.
According to the opening phrase in verse 1, what do you learn about conditions in Israel? 
2.
What were the Danites seeking and why?  (1)

3.
Who was sent from the tribe of Dan, to where, and for what purpose?  (2)

4.
Where did the men lodge when they arrived at Mt. Ephraim?  (2)

5.
Who did the men recognize and what did they ask him?  (3)

6.
What was the Levite's answer to their question?  (4)

7.
What counsel did the Danite men ask of the Levite and what was his answer?  (5-6)
8.
Where did the men go after leaving Ephraim and what did they observe about the people 
they found there?  (7)

9.
What report did the Danite spies take back to their brothers?  (8-10)

10.
How many warriors departed for the battle? (11)
11.
Where did these warriors camp and where did they finally end up?  (12-13)
12.
Summarize the warriors' actions as recorded in verses 14-18.

13.
How did the warriors respond to the Levite when he asked what they were doing?  (18-
19)

14.
What decision did the Levite make? (19-20)

15.
Describe the pursuit and confrontation recorded in verses 21-26.  

16.
According to the latter part of verse 26, what did Micah perceive after catching up with 
the warriors and what did this perception cause him to do?

17.
What did the Danite warriors do after Micah abandoned his pursuit?  (27-29)

18.
What sin did the tribe of Dan commit until the day of captivity?  (30)

19.
According to verse 31, where was the true house of God where Israel was to worship?
20.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 19

1 And it came to pass in those days, when there was no king in Israel, that there was a certain Levite sojourning on the side of mount Ephraim, who took to him a concubine out of Bethlehem Judah.

2 And his concubine played the whore against him, and went away from him unto her father's house to Bethlehem Judah, and was there four whole months.

3 And her husband arose, and went after her, to speak friendly unto her, and to bring her again, having his servant with him, and a couple of asses: and she brought him into her father's house: and when the father of the damsel saw him, he rejoiced to meet him.

4 And his father in law, the damsel's father, retained him; and he abode with him three days: so they did eat and drink, and lodged there.

5 And it came to pass on the fourth day, when they arose early in the morning, that he rose up to depart: and the damsel's father said unto his son in law, Comfort thine heart with a morsel of bread, and afterward go your way.

6 And they sat down, and did eat and drink both of them together: for the damsel's father had said unto the man, Be content, I pray thee, and tarry all night, and let thine heart be merry.

7 And when the man rose up to depart, his father in law urged him: therefore he lodged there again.

8 And he arose early in the morning on the fifth day to depart: and the damsel's father said, Comfort thine heart, I pray thee. And they tarried until afternoon, and they did eat both of them.

9 And when the man rose up to depart, he, and his concubine, and his servant, his father in law, the damsel's father, said unto him, Behold, now the day draweth toward evening, I pray you tarry all night: behold, the day groweth to an end, lodge here, that thine heart may be merry; and tomorrow get you early on your way, that thou mayest go home.

10 But the man would not tarry that night, but he rose up and departed, and came over against Jebus, which is Jerusalem; and there were with him two asses saddled, his concubine also was with him.

11 And when they were by Jebus, the day was far spent; and the servant said unto his master, Come, I pray thee, and let us turn in into this city of the Jebusites, and lodge in it.

12 And his master said unto him, We will not turn aside hither into the city of a stranger, that is not of the children of Israel; we will pass over to Gibeah.

13 And he said unto his servant, Come, and let us draw near to one of these places to lodge all night, in Gibeah, or in Ramah.

14 And they passed on and went their way; and the sun went down upon them when they were by Gibeah, which belongeth to Benjamin.

15 And they turned aside thither, to go in and to lodge in Gibeah: and when he went in, he sat him down in a street of the city: for there was no man that took them into his house to lodging.

16 And, behold, there came an old man from his work out of the field at even, which was also of mount Ephraim; and he sojourned in Gibeah: but the men of the place were Benjamites.

17 And when he had lifted up his eyes, he saw a wayfaring man in the street of the city: and the old man said, Whither goest thou? and whence comest thou?

18 And he said unto him, We are passing from Bethlehem Judah toward the side of mount Ephraim; from thence am I: and I went to Bethlehem Judah, but I am now going to the house of the Lord; and there is no man that receiveth me to house.

19 Yet there is both straw and provender for our asses; and there is bread and wine also for me, and for thy handmaid, and for the young man which is with thy servants: there is no want of any thing.

20 And the old man said, Peace be with thee; howsoever let all thy wants lie upon me; only lodge not in the street.

21 So he brought him into his house, and gave provender unto the asses: and they washed their feet, and did eat and drink.

22 Now as they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, certain sons of Belial, beset the house round about, and beat at the door, and spake to the master of the house, the old man, saying, Bring forth the man that came into thine house, that we may know him.

23 And the man, the master of the house, went out unto them, Nay, my brethren, nay, I pray you, do not so wickedly; seeing that this man is come into mine house, do not this folly.

24 Behold, here is my daughter a maiden, and his concubine; them I will bring out now, and humble ye them, and do with them what seemeth good unto you: but unto this man do not so vile a thing.

25 But the men would not hearken to him: so the man took his concubine, and brought her forth unto them; and they knew her, and abused her all the night until the morning: and when the day began to spring, they let her go.

26 Then came the woman in the dawning of the day, and fell down at the door of the man's house where her lord was, till it was light.

27 And her lord rose up in the morning, and opened the doors of the house, and went out to go his way: and, behold, the woman his concubine was fallen down at the door of the house, and her hands were upon the threshold.

28 And he said unto her, Up, and let us be going. But none answered. Then the man took her up upon an ass, and the man rose up, and gat him unto his place.

29 And when he was come into his house, he took a knife, and laid hold on his concubine, and divided her, together with her bones, into twelve pieces, and sent her into all the coasts of Israel.

30 And it was so, that all that saw it said, There was no such deed done nor seen from the day that the children of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt unto this day: consider of it, take advice, and speak your minds.

Outline 19:

(The historical appendix continues: Israel's failure through immorality, both personal and tribal.)
I.
The root problem:  There was no king in Israel (because they had rejected God as their 
King).  (1)

II.
The Levite's concubine.  (1-2)


(A concubine was a mistress or secondary wife who had less status than a wife and a 
 
subordinate relationship.) 


A.
There was a certain Levite sojourning on the side of mount Ephraim, who took  


him a concubine out of Bethlehem-Judah.


B.
And his concubine played the whore against him (committed adultery against 


him), and ran away from him unto her father's house to Bethlehem-Judah, and 


was there four whole months.
III.
The Levite's visit Gibeah.  (3-10)


A.
And her husband arose and went after her, to speak friendly unto her and to bring 


her back again, having his servant with him, and a couple of asses.


B.
And she brought him into her father's house, and when the father of the woman 


saw him, he rejoiced to meet him.


C.
And the concubine's father retained him, and he abode with him three days: So 


they ate and drank, and lodged there.


D.
And  on the fourth day, when they arose early in the morning, the Levite started 


to depart but the woman's father said unto him: Comfort your heart with a morsel 


of bread, and afterward go your way.



1.
And they sat down, and ate and drank both of them together.



2.
For the woman's father had said unto the man, Be content, I pray you,  



tarry all night, and let your heart be merry.



3.
And when the man rose up to depart, the woman's father urged him (not to 


do so): Therefore he lodged there again that night.


E.
And the Levite arose early in the morning on the fifth day to depart: 


1.
And the woman's father said, Comfort your heart, I pray you. And they 



tarried until afternoon, and both of them ate.



2.
And when the man rose up to depart--he,  his concubine, and his servant-- 



the woman's father said unto him:




a.
Behold, now the day draws toward evening.




b.
I pray you tarry all night: Behold, the day grows to an end.




c.
Lodge here, that your heart may be merry.




d.
And tomorrow you can get on your way early so that you may go 




home.




e.
But the Levite would not tarry that night, but he rose up and 




departed.

IV.
The journey to Gibeah.  (11-14)


A.
The Levite came over against Jebus, which is Jerusalem; and there were with him 


two saddled asses, his servant, and his concubine.


B.
And when they were by Jebus, the day was far spent; and the servant said unto his 


master, Come, I pray you, and let us turn in into this city of the Jebusites, and 


lodge in it.  (It was dangerous to travel after dark, so they were seeking a place to 

stay for the night.)

C.
And his master said unto him:



1.
We will not turn aside here into a city of foreigners that are not of the 



children of Israel; we will pass over to Gibeah.



2.
And he said unto his servant, Come, and let us draw near to one of these 



places to lodge all night in Gibeah or in Ramah.


D.
And they passed on and went their way; and the sun went down upon them when 


they were by Gibeah, a city of the tribe of Benjamin. And they turned aside there 


to lodge in Gibeah.  (As they are soon to find out, this city of Israel was as evil as 


the heathen cities around them.) 
V.
Seeking shelter in Gibeah.  (15-21)

A.
And when he went into the city, he sat down in a street, for there was no man that 


took them into his house to lodge.  (The code of Israel was to take in wayfarers 


and provide them lodging.)


B.
And, behold, there came an old man from his work out of the field at evening, 


which was also of mount Ephraim; and he lived in Gibeah: But the men of the 


place were Benjaminites.


C.
And when he had lifted up his eyes, he saw a wayfaring man in the street of the 


city: And the old man said, Where are you going and from where did you come?


D.
And the Levite said unto him:



1.
We are passing from Bethlehem-Judah toward the side of mount Ephraim; 



I am from there.



2.
And I went to Bethlehem-Judah, but I am now going to the house of the 



Lord.



3.
And there is no man that receives me into his house.



4.
Yet there is both straw and provender for our asses; and there is bread and 



wine also for me, and for your handmaid, and for the young man which is 



with your servants: There is no want of anything.  (The Levite had 




provisions for them all and would not be a burden to the man.)

E.
And the old man said:



1.
Peace be with you.



2.
However,  let all your wants lie upon me.



3.
Only do not lodge in the street.


F.
So the old man brought him into his house, and gave provender unto the asses: 


And they washed their feet, and ate and drank.

VI.
The atrocity in Gibeah.  (22-28)


A.
Now as they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city--certain 


sons of Belial--surrounded the house, beat at the door, and spoke to the master of 


the house.  They said to the old man, Bring forth the man that came into your 


house,  that we may know him (have sexual relations with him).


B.
And the man, the master of the house, went out unto them and said:



1.
No, my brethren, no, I pray you, do not so wickedly; seeing that this man 



is come into my house, do not do this folly.


2.
Behold, here is my daughter a maiden, and his concubine; I will bring 



them out now, and you can humble them and do with them what seems 



good unto you: But unto this man do not do so vile a thing.



(This reveals the low status of women, the disregard for sexual purity, and the 


ease with which human rights were violated during the time of the judges.  We 


criticize this man for such an offer, yet we offer our own children to violent video 


games, ungodly music, sinful movies, etc.)


C.
But the men would not listen to him: So the man took his concubine, and 



brought her forth unto them; and they knew her, and abused her all the night until 


the morning: And when it was daybreak, they let her go.


D.
Then the woman came in the dawning of the day, and fell down at the door of the 


man's house where her lord was until it was light.

E.
And her lord (the Levite) rose up in the morning, opened the doors of the house, 


and went out to go his way: 


1.
And, behold, the woman--his concubine--was fallen down at the door of 



the house, and her hands were upon the threshold.


2.
And he said unto her, Up, and let us be going, but there was no answer.  



(She was dead.) 

VII.
The Levite's response.  (29-30)

A.
Then the man put her up upon an ass, and the man rose up, and went unto 



his place.


B.
And when he was come into his house, he took a knife, and laid hold on his 


concubine, and divided her, together with her bones, into twelve pieces, and sent 


her into all the coasts of Israel.

(The Levite could have appeared before the high priest to get justice, but instead he 
violated the concubine's body by dismembering it and distributing it throughout Israel.)


C.
And it was so, that all that saw it said: There was no such deed done nor seen 


from the day that the children of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt unto this 


day.



1.
Consider it.



2.
Take advice.



3.
Speak your minds.

Study questions on chapter 19:
1.
Who are the characters introduced in verse 1?
2.
What did the concubine do?  (2)

3.
What did the concubine's husband do?  (3)

4.
With whom did the concubine's husband reside while he was in Bethlehem?  (3-4)

5.
What happened on the fourth day of his visit?  (5-7)
6.
What happened on the fifth day of his visit?  (8-9)

7.
Who did the man take with him when he left and where did they go that evening?  (10-
11)

8.
What did the servant want to do when they arrived in Jebus and what was his master's 
decision?  (11-13)
9.
Where did the travelers seek lodging for that night?  (14-15)
10.
Who did they meet that evening, what did he ask them, and what did they answer?  (16-
18)
11.
What did the concubine's husband tell the man regarding provisions?  (19)

12.
What did the old man do regarding the travelers?  (20-21)

13.
What happened while the group was enjoying their evening?  (22)

14.
What was the old man's response to the request of the people who surrounded the house? 
 
(23-24)

15.
What was the response of the evil men to the old man's suggestion?  (25a)

16.
What did the concubine's husband do in regards to the request made by the evil men?  
(25)
17.
What did the evil men do all night?  (25) 

18.
What terrible scene unfolded the next morning?  (25-28)

19.
What did the man do with his concubine's body?  (29)

20.
What does verse 30 declare about this terrible deed?  (30)

21.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry? 
Judges 20

1 Then all the children of Israel went out, and the congregation was gathered together as one man, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, with the land of Gilead, unto the Lord in Mizpeh.

2 And the chief of all the people, even of all the tribes of Israel, presented themselves in the assembly of the people of God, four hundred thousand footmen that drew sword.

3(Now the children of Benjamin heard that the children of Israel were gone up to Mizpeh.) Then said the children of Israel, Tell us, how was this wickedness?

4 And the Levite, the husband of the woman that was slain, answered and said, I came into Gibeah that belongeth to Benjamin, I and my concubine, to lodge.

5 And the men of Gibeah rose against me, and beset the house round about upon me by night, and thought to have slain me: and my concubine have they forced, that she is dead.

6 And I took my concubine, and cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout all the country of the inheritance of Israel: for they have committed lewdness and folly in Israel.

7 Behold, ye are all children of Israel; give here your advice and counsel.

8 And all the people arose as one man, saying, We will not any of us go to his tent, neither will we any of us turn into his house.

9 But now this shall be the thing which we will do to Gibeah; we will go up by lot against it;

10 And we will take ten men of an hundred throughout all the tribes of Israel, and an hundred of a thousand, and a thousand out of ten thousand, to fetch victual for the people, that they may do, when they come to Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all the folly that they have wrought in Israel.

11 So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, knit together as one man.

12 And the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, What wickedness is this that is done among you?

13 Now therefore deliver us the men, the children of Belial, which are in Gibeah, that we may put them to death, and put away evil from Israel. But the children of Benjamin would not hearken to the voice of their brethren the children of Israel:

14 But the children of Benjamin gathered themselves together out of the cities unto Gibeah, to go out to battle against the children of Israel.

15 And the children of Benjamin were numbered at that time out of the cities twenty and six thousand men that drew sword, beside the inhabitants of Gibeah, which were numbered seven hundred chosen men.

16 Among all this people there were seven hundred chosen men lefthanded; every one could sling stones at an hair breadth, and not miss.

17 And the men of Israel, beside Benjamin, were numbered four hundred thousand men that drew sword: all these were men of war.

18 And the children of Israel arose, and went up to the house of God, and asked counsel of God, and said, Which of us shall go up first to the battle against the children of Benjamin? And the Lord said, Judah shall go up first.

19 And the children of Israel rose up in the morning, and encamped against Gibeah.

20 And the men of Israel went out to battle against Benjamin; and the men of Israel put themselves in array to fight against them at Gibeah.

21 And the children of Benjamin came forth out of Gibeah, and destroyed down to the ground of the Israelites that day twenty and two thousand men.

22 And the people the men of Israel encouraged themselves, and set their battle again in array in the place where they put themselves in array the first day.

23(And the children of Israel went up and wept before the Lord until even, and asked counsel of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up again to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother? And the Lord said, Go up against him.)

24 And the children of Israel came near against the children of Benjamin the second day.

25 And Benjamin went forth against them out of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed down to the ground of the children of Israel again eighteen thousand men; all these drew the sword.

26 Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto the house of God, and wept, and sat there before the Lord, and fasted that day until even, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lord.

27 And the children of Israel inquired of the Lord, (for the ark of the covenant of God was there in those days,

28 And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,) saying, Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother, or shall I cease? And the Lord said, Go up; for to morrow I will deliver them into thine hand.

29 And Israel set liers in wait round about Gibeah.

30 And the children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third day, and put themselves in array against Gibeah, as at other times.

31 And the children of Benjamin went out against the people, and were drawn away from the city; and they began to smite of the people, and kill, as at other times, in the highways, of which one goeth up to the house of God, and the other to Gibeah in the field, about thirty men of Israel.

32 And the children of Benjamin said, They are smitten down before us, as at the first. But the children of Israel said, Let us flee, and draw them from the city unto the highways.

33 And all the men of Israel rose up out of their place, and put themselves in array at Baal-tamar: and the liers in wait of Israel came forth out of their places, even out of the meadows of Gibeah.

34 And there came against Gibeah ten thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and the battle was sore: but they knew not that evil was near them.

35 And the Lord smote Benjamin before Israel: and the children of Israel destroyed of the Benjamites that day twenty and five thousand and an hundred men: all these drew the sword.

36 So the children of Benjamin saw that they were smitten: for the men of Israel gave place to the Benjamites, because they trusted unto the liers in wait which they had set beside Gibeah.

37 And the liers in wait hasted, and rushed upon Gibeah; and the liers in wait drew themselves along, and smote all the city with the edge of the sword.

38 Now there was an appointed sign between the men of Israel and the liers in wait, that they should make a great flame with smoke rise up out of the city.

39 And when the men of Israel retired in the battle, Benjamin began to smite and kill of the men of Israel about thirty persons: for they said, Surely they are smitten down before us, as in the first battle.

40 But when the flame began to arise up out of the city with a pillar of smoke, the Benjamites looked behind them, and, behold, the flame of the city ascended up to heaven.

41 And when the men of Israel turned again, the men of Benjamin were amazed: for they saw that evil was come upon them.

42 Therefore they turned their backs before the men of Israel unto the way of the wilderness; but the battle overtook them; and them which came out of the cities they destroyed in the midst of them.

43 Thus they inclosed the Benjamites round about, and chased them, and trode them down with ease over against Gibeah toward the sunrising.

44 And there fell of Benjamin eighteen thousand men; all these were men of valour.

45 And they turned and fled toward the wilderness unto the rock of Rimmon: and they gleaned of them in the highways five thousand men; and pursued hard after them unto Gidom, and slew two thousand men of them.

46 So that all which fell that day of Benjamin were twenty and five thousand men that drew the sword; all these were men of valour.

47 But six hundred men turned and fled to the wilderness unto the rock Rimmon, and abode in the rock Rimmon four months.

48 And the men of Israel turned again upon the children of Benjamin, and smote them with the edge of the sword, as well the men of every city, as the beast, and all that came to hand: also they set on fire all the cities that they came to.

Outline 20:

(The historical appendix: Continuing the story of the Levite and his concubine, this chapter describes civil war between the tribes of Dan and Israel.)

I.
Then all the children of Israel went out, and the congregation was gathered together as 
one man. (1-3)


A.
From Dan even to Beer-sheba, with the land of Gilead, unto the Lord in Mizpeh.


B.
And the chief of all the people, even of all the tribes of Israel, presented 



themselves in the assembly of the people of God, 400,000 footmen 
that drew 


the sword (armed and able to fight).


C.
Now the children of Benjamin heard that the children of Israel were gone up to 


Mizpeh.  (The tribe of Benjamin, among whom the atrocity had occurred, did not 


send representatives to the meeting, nor were there representatives from Jabesh-


Gilead.)

D.
Then the children of Israel said, Tell us, how did this wickedness happen?


II.
The Levite's complaint.  (4-7)



And the Levite, the husband of the woman that was slain, answered and said:


A.
I came into Gibeah that belongs to Benjamin, I and my concubine, to lodge.


B.
And the men of Gibeah rose against me, and surrounded the house by night, and 


wanted to slay me: And my concubine they have forced (gang raped), that she is 


dead.  (The Levite was wrong in giving his concubine to save his own life, but 


now he is claiming it was not his fault at all and placing the entire blame on the 


men of
Gibeah.)

C.
And I took my concubine, cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout all the 


country of the inheritance of Israel: For they have committed lewdness and folly 


in Israel.


D.
Behold, you are all children of Israel, so give your advice and counsel.

III.
Israel's decision.  (8-11)


A.
And all the people arose as one man, saying, We will not any of us go to his tent, 


neither will any of us return to his house (until the matter is resolved).


B.
This shall be the thing which we will do to Gibeah:



1.
We will go up by lot against it.



2.
We will take ten of 100 men from throughout all the tribes of Israel, 



and 100 of 1,000, and 1,000 from 10,000.



3.
They will get supplies from the people so that when they come to Gibeah 



of Benjamin they may do unto them according to all the folly that they 



have wrought in Israel.


C.
So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, united together as one 


man.

IV.
The message to the tribe of Benjamin.  (12-13)


A.
And the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, What 


wickedness is this that is done among you?


B.
Now therefore deliver to us the men, the children of Belial, which are in Gibeah, 


that we may put them to death, and put away evil from Israel. 
V.
Benjamin's response.  (14-16)


A.
But the children of Benjamin would not listen to the voice of their brothers, the 


children of Israel.  (Israel gave them opportunity to deliver for judgment the ones 


who had committed the atrocity for judgment, but they would not do so.)

B.
Instead, the children of Benjamin gathered themselves together out of the cities 


unto Gibeah, to go out to battle against the children of Israel.


C.
And the children of Benjamin were numbered at that time out of the cities 26,000 


men that drew sword, beside the inhabitants of Gibeah, which numbered 700 


chosen men. Among all this people there were 700 hundred chosen men who were 

left-handed that could sling stones at an hair breadth, and not miss.

VI.
The first battle of the war.  (17-22)

A.
The men of Israel, beside Benjamin, were numbered 400,000 men that drew the 


sword: All these were men of war.

B.
And the children of Israel arose, and went up to the house of God, and asked 


counsel of God, and said, Which of us shall go up first to the battle against the 


children of Benjamin? And the Lord said, Judah shall go up first.


C.
And the children of Israel rose up in the morning, and encamped against Gibeah.


D.
And the men of Israel went out to battle against Benjamin; and the men of Israel 


put themselves in array to fight against them at Gibeah.


E.
And the children of Benjamin came out of Gibeah, and destroyed down to 
the 


ground of the Israelites that day--22,000 men.

VII.
Regrouping and seeking counsel.  (22-23)


A.
And the men of Israel encouraged themselves, and set their battle array again in  


the same place where they put themselves in array the first day.


B.
And the children of Israel went up and wept before the Lord until even, and asked 


counsel of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up again to battle against the children of 


Benjamin my brother? And the Lord said, Go up against him.
VIII.
The second battle of the war.  (24-25)

A.
And the children of Israel came near against the children of Benjamin the second 


day.


B.
And Benjamin went forth against them out of Gibeah the second day, and 



destroyed down to the ground of the children of Israel again--18,000 men, all 


of whom drew the sword (were warriors).
IX.
Regrouping and seeking counsel again.  (26-29)

A.
Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto the 


house of God:



1.
They wept.



2.
They sat there before the Lord.



3.
They fasted that day until evening.



4
They offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lord.


B.
And the children of Israel inquired of the Lord--for the ark of the covenant of 


God was there in those days,  (The Ark had been removed from the true house of 


worship and brought to this location.)

C.
And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, who stood before the ark in 


those days, asked, Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of 



Benjamin my brother, or shall I cease? And the Lord said, Go up; for tomorrow I 


will deliver them into your hand.


D.
And Israel set liers (men in ambush) in wait round about Gibeah.
XI.
The third battle of the war.  (30-46)

A.
And the children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third 


day, and put themselves in array against Gibeah, as at other times.


B.
And the children of Benjamin went out against the people, and were drawn away 


from the city; and they began to smite the people and kill, as at other times, in 


the highways, of which one goes up to the house of God, and the other to Gibeah 


in the field, about 30 men of Israel.


C.
And the children of Benjamin said, They are smitten down before us, as at the 


first. But the children of Israel said, Let us flee, and draw them from the city unto 


the highways.


D.
And all the men of Israel rose up out of their place, and put themselves in array at 


Baal-tamar: And the liers in wait of Israel came forth out of their places, even out 


of the meadows of Gibeah.

E.
And there came against Gibeah 10,000 chosen men out of all Israel, and the 


battle was intense: But they did not realize that evil was near them.


F.
And the Lord smote Benjamin before Israel: And the children of Israel destroyed 


25,100 of the Benjamanites that day: All these drew the sword.  (Note that it was


the Lord who gave the Israelites victory, not their own strategy or skill.  The same 

is true in spiritual warfare.)

G.
So the children of Benjamin saw that they were smitten: For the men of Israel 


gave place to the Benjamites, because they trusted in the liers in wait which 


they had set beside Gibeah.



1.
And the liers in wait hurried and rushed upon Gibeah.



2.
And the liers in wait drew themselves along, and smote all the city with 



the edge of the sword.



3.
Now there was an appointed sign between the men of Israel and the liers in 


wait, that they should make a great flame with smoke rising up out of the 



city.


H.
And when the men of Israel retired (in a staged retreat) in the battle, Benjamin 


began to smite and kill about 30 of the men of Israel: For they said, Surely they 


are smitten down before us, as in the first battle.  (As they pursued the men of 


Israel, the city was left defenseless.)

I.
But when the flame began to arise up out of the city with a pillar of smoke, the 


Benjamites looked behind them and behold, the flame of the city ascended up to 


heaven.

J.
And when the men of Israel turned again, the men of Benjamin were amazed, for 


they saw that evil was come upon them.


K.
Therefore Benjamin turned their backs before the men of Israel unto the way of 


the wilderness; but the battle overtook them; and them which came out of the 


cities they destroyed in the midst of them.


L.
Thus they inclosed the Benjamites round about, and chased them, and trode them 


down with ease over against Gibeah toward the sun rising.

M.
And there fell of Benjamin 18,000 men of valor.


N.
And they turned and fled toward the wilderness unto the rock of Rimmon: 


1.
Israel gleaned of them in the highways 5,000 men; and pursued hard after 



them unto Gidom, and slew 2,000 of them.



2.
So that all which fell that day of Benjamin were 25,000 men that drew the 



sword; all these were men of valor.

XII.
The battle at Rock Rimmon.  (47-48)


A.
But 600 Benjaminites turned and fled to the wilderness unto the Rock Rimmon, 


and stayed  there for four months.  (This was a rock-like fortress near Gibeah.  


There were only 600 men left from the tribe of Benjamin. The other tribes almost 


wiped out an entire tribe of Israel from their midst.)

B.
And the men of Israel turned again upon the children of Benjamin:



1.
They smote them with the edge of the sword, as well as the men of every 



city,  the beasts, and all that came to hand.



2.
They set on fire all the cities that they came to.

Study questions on chapter 20:
1.
Describe the assembly of people that gathered at Mizpeh.  (1-2)
2.
Why were these people gathered together?  (Review chapter 19 and see the question in 
the latter part of verse 3 in chapter 20.)

3.
Summarize the story told by the Levite in verses 4-7.   What did he state at the conclusion 
of his story in the last part of verse 7?
4.
Using verses 8-11, summarize the response of the people to the Levite's request.
5.
What was the message sent to the tribe of Benjamin, whose men were guilty of this 
offence?  (12-13)
6.
How did the tribe of Benjamin respond to this request?  (13b-14)

7.
Using verses 15-17, describe the armies assembled by the tribes of Benjamin and Israel.



-How many men of Benjamin were able to fight with the sword?



-How many men of Benjamin were skilled with a slingshot?



-What was the total number of warriors from the other tribes of Israel?

8.
What did Israel ask in verse 18 and what was God's answer?  (18)

9.
Describe the battle between Gibeah and Israel on the first day.  (19-22)

10.
What did Israel do after the first battle? (23)

11.
Describe the battle of the second day.  (24-25)

12.
What did Israel do after the second battle?  (26-28)

13.
What was God's promise to Israel in the latter part of verse 28?

14.
Describe the battle of the third day.  (29-46)



-What was the battle strategy used by Israel?


-How many men from Israel were fighting? 



-How many men of the tribe of Benjamin died that day?


-What was the pre-arranged signal between the men of Israel and those lying in 


  wait to attack? 



-How many men of Israel died as they staged a fake retreat?


-What did the tribe of Benjamin assume when Israel retreated?



-What happened when the pre-arranged signal was given by Israel?



-What did the warriors of Benjamin do when they realized they were in trouble?



-What did Israel do as the Benjamites tried to escape?



-How many men of the tribe of Benjamin died?

15.
How many men of the tribe of Benjamin escaped death, where did they go, for how long, 
and what happened at the end of that time?  (47)

16.
What happened to the cities of the tribe of Benjamin?  (48)

17.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Judges 21

1 Now the men of Israel had sworn in Mizpeh, saying, There shall not any of us give his daughter unto Benjamin to wife.

2 And the people came to the house of God, and abode there till even before God, and lifted up their voices, and wept sore;

3 And said, O Lord God of Israel, why is this come to pass in Israel, that there should be to day one tribe lacking in Israel?

4 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people rose early, and built there an altar, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings.

5 And the children of Israel said, Who is there among all the tribes of Israel that came not up with the congregation unto the Lord? For they had made a great oath concerning him that came not up to the Lord to Mizpeh, saying, He shall surely be put to death.

6 And the children of Israel repented them for Benjamin their brother, and said, There is one tribe cut off from Israel this day.

7 How shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing we have sworn by the Lord that we will not give them of our daughters to wives?

8 And they said, What one is there of the tribes of Israel that came not up to Mizpeh to the Lord? And, behold, there came none to the camp from Jabesh-gilead to the assembly.

9 For the people were numbered, and, behold, there were none of the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead there.

10 And the congregation sent thither twelve thousand men of the valiantest, and commanded them, saying, Go and smite the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword, with the women and the children.

11 And this is the thing that ye shall do, Ye shall utterly destroy every male, and every woman that hath lain by man.

12 And they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead four hundred young virgins, that had known no man by lying with any male: and they brought them unto the camp to Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan.

13 And the whole congregation sent some to speak to the children of Benjamin that were in the rock Rimmon, and to call peaceably unto them.

14 And Benjamin came again at that time; and they gave them wives which they had saved alive of the women of Jabesh-gilead: and yet so they sufficed them not.

15 And the people repented them for Benjamin, because that the Lord had made a breach in the tribes of Israel.

16 Then the elders of the congregation said, How shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing the women are destroyed out of Benjamin?

17 And they said, There must be an inheritance for them that be escaped of Benjamin, that a tribe be not destroyed out of Israel.

18 Howbeit we may not give them wives of our daughters: for the children of Israel have sworn, saying, Cursed be he that giveth a wife to Benjamin.

19 Then they said, Behold, there is a feast of the Lord in Shiloh yearly in a place which is on the north side of Bethel, on the east side of the highway that goeth up from Bethel to Shechem, and on the south of Lebonah.

20 Therefore they commanded the children of Benjamin, saying, Go and lie in wait in the vineyards;

21 And see, and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance in dances, then come ye out of the vineyards, and catch you every man his wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin.

22 And it shall be, when their fathers or their brethren come unto us to complain, that we will say unto them, Be favourable unto them for our sakes: because we reserved not to each man his wife in the war: for ye did not give unto them at this time, that ye should be guilty.

23 And the children of Benjamin did so, and took them wives, according to their number, of them that danced, whom they caught: and they went and returned unto their inheritance, and repaired the cities, and dwelt in them.

24 And the children of Israel departed thence at that time, every man to his tribe and to his family, and they went out from thence every man to his inheritance.

25 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.

Outline 21:

(A historical appendix: Israel's failures after the war.)

I.
The problem:  The tribe of Benjamin would cease to exist if no wives were found for the 
men because the other tribes of Israel had sworn in Mizpeh, saying, There shall not any of 
us give his daughter unto Benjamin to wife.  (1)

(If wives were not found for the remaining men the tribe of Dan, the tribe would 
eventually become extinct. The problem was that the other tribes of Israel had vowed that 
they would not give their daughters to the men of the tribe of Benjamin for wives.) 

II.
The response of the people of Israel.  (2-9)



A.
And the people came to the house of God, and abode there until evening before 


God, and lifted up their voices, and wept bitterly.

B.
They said, Oh Lord God of Israel, why is this come to pass in Israel, that there 


should be today one tribe lacking in Israel


C.
And it came to pass that the next day the people rose early, built an altar, and 


offered burnt offerings and peace offerings.



(They grieved, questioned, and offered sacrifices, but there is no record of their 


repenting or seeking God for divine guidance as to how to solve the problem.)


D.
And the children of Israel said, Who is there among all the tribes of Israel that 


did not come up with the congregation unto the Lord? For they had made a great 


oath concerning those who did not come up to the Lord to Mizpeh, saying, He 


shall surely be put to death.  (These people made a lot of oaths and vows, mostly 


rash and bad ones.)

E.
And the children of Israel repented (were sorry) for Benjamin their brother, and 


said:



1.
There is one tribe cut off from Israel this day.



2.
How shall we get wives for them that remain, seeing we have sworn by 



the Lord that we will not give them our daughters as wives?



3.
And they said, Which tribe of Israel did not come up to Mizpeh to the 



Lord? 


4.
And behold, there was no one from Jabesh-gilead that had come to the 



assembly. For the people were numbered, and there were none of 




the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead there.
(Rather than repenting of their rash vow and seeking God for wisdom, the tribes came up with their own schemes to get wives for the men of Benjamin.)

III.
Wives from Jabesh-gilead.  (10-15)


A.
And the congregation sent 12,000 valiant men  and commanded them, saying, Go 


and smite the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword, with the 


women and the children.


B.
And this is the thing that you shall do: You shall utterly destroy every male and 


every woman that has lain by man (those who were not virgins).


C.
And they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead 400 young virgins, that 


had known no man by lying with any male: And they brought them unto the camp 


to Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan.


D.
And the whole congregation sent some to speak to the children of Benjamin that 


were in the Rock Rimmon, and to call peaceably unto them.


E.
And Benjamin came again at that time and they gave them wives of the virgins 


which they had saved alive of the women of Jabesh-gilead.


F.
Still this did not satisfy the need  (200 men remained that needed wives).
IV.
The remaining problem. (16-18)


A.
Then the elders of the congregation said, What shall we do for wives for them that 

remain, seeing the women are destroyed out of Benjamin?


B.
And they said, There must be an inheritance for them that be escaped of 



Benjamin, so that a tribe is not destroyed out of Israel.


C.
Howbeit we may not give them wives of our daughters: For the children of Israel 


have sworn, saying, Cursed be he that gives a wife to Benjamin.

V.
Wives from Shiloh.  (19-24)


A.
Then they said, Behold, there is an annual feast of the Lord in Shiloh in a place 


which is on the north side of Bethel, on the east side of the highway that goes up 


from Bethel to Shechem, and on the south of Lebonah.


B.
Therefore they commanded the men of Benjamin, saying, Go and lie in wait in 


the vineyards to see if the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance in dances.  If 


so, then you shall go out of the vineyards, and let every man catch his own wife of 

the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin.


C.
And it shall be, when their fathers or their brethren come unto us to complain, that 

we will say unto them, Be favorable unto them for our sakes because we did not 


reserve each man a wife in the war: For you did not give unto them at this time, 


that you should be guilty.  (They could say they had not given their wives to the 


Benjamanites and so they had not broken the vow they had made.)

D.
And the children of Benjamin did so, and took them wives, according to the 


number of them that danced whom they caught: And they went and returned unto 


their inheritance, and repaired the cities, and dwelt in them.

E.
And the children of Israel departed from there at that time, every man to his tribe  


to his family, and to his inheritance.

VI.
A sad conclusion to the record of the judges.  (25)


In those days there was no king in Israel: Every man did that which was right in his own 
eyes.
(At the conclusion of the book of Judges, there is still no king in Israel as the people had rejected God as their King.  But the end of the book of Judges isn't the end of God's story.  The book of Revelation reveals what will happen in the end-times when the true King reigns supreme over all the earth.  Meanwhile, the great lights that pierce the dark days of the time of the judges is that:


-God's mercy endures forever.


-If you fail, you can begin again.


-God uses common and imperfect people to accomplish great things.

-It is possible to live for God in the midst of a perverse society.

-The enemy is always defeated when believers rely on God and execute His 
strategies.)
Study questions on chapter 21:
1.
What is the problem described in verses 1-5 and what would happen if it was not solved?
2.
What happened in verse 6?

3.
What problem was addressed in verse 7?

4.
What was the result of the numbering in verses 8-9?

5.
How many men were sent to Jabeshgilead and for what purpose?  (10-11)

6.
What happened to the virgins of Jabesh-gilead?  (12)

7.
Using verses 13-23, describe how wives were obtained for the remaining men of the tribe 
of Benjamin.  


-What was the plan?



-Why was it put into action?



-Where and when was the plan put into action?



-What were the results? 

8.
What could Israel have done instead of the two schemes they used to obtain wives?  
(outline)

9.
What do you learn about Israel in the closing verses of Judges?  (24-25) 

10.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ONE

CHRONOLOGICAL CHART OF THE JUDGES
Name



Dates B.C
 Years Served

References In Judges
Othniel


1400-1360

40

3:7-11
Ehud



1360-1280

80

3:12-30
Shamgar


1280


1

3:31
Deborah


1280-1240

40

4:1-5:31
Gideon



1240-1200

20

6:1-8:35 
(Abimelech was an evil, self-appointed man who seized power after the death of his father, Gideon.  He ruled for three years, but was not a judge raised up by God.  His story is recorded in Judges 9:1-57.)


Tola



1197-1174

23

10:1-2
Jair



1174-1152

22

10:3-5
Jephthah


1152-1146

6

10:6-12:7
Ibzan



1146-1138
 
8

12:8-10
Elon



1138-1128

10

12:11-12
Abdon



1128-1121

7

12:13-15
Samson


1121-1101

20

13:1-16:31
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY TWO
OPPRESSIONS IN THE ERA OF THE JUDGES
The statement "the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord" is repeated seven times in the book of Judges in 2:11; 3:7; 3:12; 4:1; 6:1; 10:6; and 13:1.  Each of these relapses into sin ushered in an oppression by the enemy.  Each time, when Israel repented, God mercifully sent a judge who delivered them.  The remaining judges not listed in this chart served during times of peace and did not have to deliver Israel from the enemy.

Oppressor
        Years 
Deliverer
References In Judges

Cushan-rishathaim
9
Othniel

3:9-11

Eglon of Moab
18
Ehud


3:12-30

The Philistines

NA
Shamgar

3:31

King Jabin, Canaan
20
Deborah

4:4-5:31

The Midianites
8
Gideon


6:2-8:28

The Ammonties
18
Jephthah

11:1-12:7

The Philistines

40
Samson

13-16
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY THREE
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE BOOK OF JUDGES
The following verses reveal the Holy Spirit at work during the time of the judges.

Judges 3:10:  And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war: and the Lord delivered Chushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim.

Judges 6:34:  But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and Abi-ezer was gathered after him.

Judges 11:29:  Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead, and Manasseh, and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over unto the children of Ammon.

Judges 13:25:  And the Spirit of the Lord began to move him at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol.

Judges 14:6:  And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: but he told not his father or his mother what he had done.

Judges 14:19:  And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them, and took their spoil, and gave change of garments unto them which expounded the riddle. And his anger was kindled, and he went up to his father's house.

Judges 15:14:  And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him: and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands.

Judges 15:19:  But God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived: wherefore he called the name thereof En-hakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day.
The difference between the  manifestation of  the Holy Spirit in the Old and New Testament covenants:
OT:
The Holy Spirit had specific purpose.  He came upon specific people like Gideon, 
Samson, Deborah, etc. for a specific purposes.

NT:
The Holy Spirit has unlimited purpose.  He comes upon all believers to enable us to be 
witnesses to the world:  Acts 1:8.
OT:
The ministry of the Holy Spirit was limited in duration.  The Spirit departed from Samson 
in Judges 16:20 and from Saul in 1 Samuel 16:14.
NT:
The ministry of the Holy Spirit is unlimited in duration.  He will be with us forever:  John 
14:16-17.

For a detailed study of the Holy Spirit see the Harvestime International Network course entitled "The Ministry Of The Holy Spirit."

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY FOUR
SPIRITUAL DEFEAT
The following are some causes of spiritual defeat evident in the book of Judges. Can you find others in addition to these?  Are any of these manifested in your own life?
Rejecting God's Word:  Israel rejected the mandates of God and imitated the standards of  heathen nations around them.  Rejecting God's Word is the root cause of all spiritual defeat.
Rejecting God:  Israel asked for a king, when God was to be their King.
Compromise:  The tribes of Israel did not drive out the heathen nations around them as they had been commanded by God.  Instead, they decided to co-exist with them.  Samson is another example of compromise   He compromised by being in a vineyard when he was told to avoid the fruit of the vine;  by touching a dead body;  and by revealing his long hair as the secret of his strength to the worldly Delilah. We are to flee temptation, not toy with it.
Willful disobedience:  The repeated cycle of oppression in the time of the judges was due to Israel's willful and continual rebellion. If you are living in the midst of evil and not serving God and obeying His Word, then you will soon embrace evil.  It wasn't that they didn't know what was right, they just didn't care.
Self-righteousness:  Each man did that "right in his own eyes."  There was an "anything goes" attitude.  

Lack of separation:  Israel was to be separate from the nations around them, not because they were special, but because they were set apart for divine purpose.  Instead, they wanted to be like the heathen nations, adopting their gods and asking for a king to rule over them.

Loving the world:  When God's people made alliances with worldly nations, it resulted in them being influenced by the world.  This led to loving the world and finally to being conformed to the world.
Decline of godly leadership:  When faced with impending battles, the cry for leadership was, "What man is there to go up for us, to deliver us...."  In the midst of a sinful and idolatrous people, there is always a lack of strong Godly leadership.  
Injustice:  When Abimelech executed his brothers, the men of Shechem made him king instead of bringing him to justice for his crimes.
Religion instead of relationship:  Micah is a good example of this in the book of Judges.  He had his own idols and priest--all the religious trappings--but did not know the true God.   He had religion instead of relationship. When stripped of religion, he was left with nothing. 
Regret instead of repentance:  Several times in the cycle of the judges, the people expressed regret for their circumstances and for the oppression by the enemy--they even offered sacrifices-- but they did not repent of their sin.  It is not enough to be sorry you are caught in sin or sorry for the negative results of sin.  You must confess your sin, repent before God and change your evil ways.  
Failure to take possession of their inheritance:  God had a specific inheritance for each tribe, but most of them neglected to secure all of it and the tribe of Dan did not secure any of it.  As believers, we have an inheritance in God which we must claim.  Don't neglect it, and don't let the enemy take it from you.

Idolatry: Note the repeated instances of idolatry as you read through Judges.  You may not bow down to an image, but beware:  Idolatry is anything or anyone you love more than God. 
Dishonoring parents:  Honoring parents is one of the ten commandments--right up there with prohibitions against idolatry, murder, etc.  Samson did not honor the wishes of his parents in regards to his marriage, nor did Abimelech bring honor to his parents by his evil lifestyle.

Second generation syndrome:  Judges 2:6-12 tells of a new generation that arose who did not know the Lord and His work.  The previous generation of Israelites apparently failed to transmit to the next generation the things of God as they had been instructed to do.  Don't leave the teaching of your children to ungodly instructors in the secular school system.
Blessing-centered rather than God-centered:  The Israelites were warned (Deuteronomy 6:10-12)  not to forget God when they came into the land that was filled with abundance, yet that is exactly what they did.  Just because you are blessed materially does not mean you are walking in fellowship with God.
Reliance on self:  This is illustrated by Samson who said, "I will shake myself at other times."   It is also illustrated by Israel's plans to secure wives for the tribe of Benjamin. They did not ask counsel of God regarding a proper way to deal with the problem, but came up with their own crazy strategies.  
Sexual immorality:  Homosexuality. blatant disregard for sexual purity, and multiple sexual partners are all transgressions appearing in the book of Judges.
Human rights violations:  Israel violated human rights by maiming people before death, revenge killings, and attacking peaceful people to seize land that God had not directed them to inherit.  They also devalued women, as exemplified by the Levite's willingness to sacrifice his concubine to save his life;  his host's willingness to give his virgin daughter to the men;  the desecration of the concubine's body; and the way wives were obtained for men of the tribe of Benjamin. 
Lack of recognition that God's Spirit was no longer with them:  This is illustrated by Samson, who  never realized when God's Spirit departed from him.

Anger, wrath, unforgiveness:  Throughout the book of Judges, we find God's people unwilling to forgive, fighting civil wars instead of the enemy, and rejecting sound reasoning--all because of anger, wrath, and unforgiveness.

Inability to control the tongue:  In the book of Judges we see rash vows by Jephthah regarding his daughter and the men of Israel regarding wives for the tribe of Dan.  Abimelech repeatedly told lies and made threats in order to seize power. Death and life are in the power of the tongue  (Proverbs 18:21).  If you cannot control your tongue, it provides opportunity for the enemy to enter in and seize control of your life (see James chapter 3).
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY FIVE
THE PEOPLE GOD USES
God uses ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things.  In the book of Judges God used:
People with spiritual vision.  The good judges were among those who saw the invisible, dared to do the impossible, and were invincible in the process.  Those who ruled in peace-time kept God's people secure from the enemy and from idolatry.  Those who were raised up in difficult times boldly confronted the enemy, knowing God would give them victory. 
People with a first-hand experience with God.  The godly judges, although they were part of a generation that did not know God, developed a personal, first-hand relationship with Him. 

People who are willing to commit themselves publicly to God.   Gideon  pulled down the altar of Baal and Jotham gave a prophetic parable at the risk of his life.  
People from different family backgrounds.  Othniel came from a Godly spiritual background, while Shamgar had a pagan father.  Jephthah came from a troubled family, but did not let this  affect his future.  Do not let your heritage hinder your work for God.
People who act in faith.  Deborah was bold in her faith.  Gideon was fearful, yet  acted  in faith.   
People who were not perfect:  Gideon and Samson were men of faith, despite the fact they were not always faithful men. 

People who are faithful to their divine purpose.   The godly judges remained faithful to their God-given tasks.  

People who overcome their limitations.  Ehud was left-handed, which in those days was a hindrance to being a good warrior, but he used this disability to execute a great victory for God. Deborah was a woman, and women did not normally go into battle.  Jael, a housewife, took down Sisera.  An unnamed woman killed Abimelech.  None of these women allowed the low status given women in society in their day to hinder their exploits for God.  
People who turn the enemy's strategies against him.   Sisera planned to destroy Israel with iron chariots, but was defeated with one iron nail.  God can take what the enemy intends to use for evil and turn it into a powerful spiritual weapon.
People who are empowered by the Holy Spirit.   Repeatedly, the phrase "the Spirit of the Lord came upon him" is used in the book of Judges.   Great men and women of faith drew strength from the Holy Spirit, not their own abilities.

People who use what they have.  A  nail, an ox goad, the jawbone of a donkey, pitchers, lights, trumpets, and a millstone were all used to execute victory in the book of Judges.
People who employ divine strategies.  Repeatedly in the book of Judges, God gave strategies to conquer the enemy and godly leaders executed His plans.
People who raise up and motivate others.  Gideon raised such a big army that it had to be reduced twice.  Deborah raised up a great army, motivating the men of Israel to risk their lives in the most difficult places of battle.
People who persevere despite failure.  Samson was strengthened once again by God after his  failure to execute a great and final victory over the enemy.

People who realize God does not see you as you are, but as you will be.  When God called Gideon to ministry, Gideon considered himself a poor, fearful man who had no resources to do what God had asked.  Fearful and discouraged, he was hiding to thresh out a bit of food to eat when God addressed him as a "mighty man of valor", the man he was to become.
People who look to God rather than their own resources.  Deborah and Gideon were both outnumbered by the enemy, yet they looked to God rather than their own resources and executed great victories in battle.
People who deliver God's message even when it is not popular.   Jotham delivered a prophetic parable, speaking the truth despite risk to his life.

People who wait for God's timing.   Jephthah was rejected and forced to leave home. In isolation, he prepared himself for the time when God would raise him up as a mighty warrior.  Deborah was faithfully serving God in a rural village, ministering under a tree until her call to battle came from God.
People who take advantage of a second chance. After his great failure, Samson took the opportunity of a second chance and executed judgment upon the enemies of God.  Jephthah, once rejected by his half-brothers, took advantage of the second chance he was given by them.

People who execute God's commands meticulously.   Samson's parents carefully followed the implicit directives given them by the Angel of the Lord.  

