THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS
Jesus chose twelve men out of all of those who followed Him to be His disciples.  The names of these men are found in Matthew 10:2-4; Mark 3:16-19; and Luke 6:14-16.  The disciples are also called apostles (Matthew 10:2).  The word "disciple" means a learner, a follower, believer, or the adherent of a teacher. The word "apostle" means one who is sent, an ambassador or messenger commissioned to carry out the instructions of the commissioning agent.
Three of the disciples wrote books of the Bible: 

-Matthew wrote the gospel that bears his name.


-Peter wrote two epistles that bear his name.


-John wrote a gospel and three epistles that bear his name, plus the book of Revelation.
The Lord's primary reason for calling His disciples is revealed in Matthew 4:19:  They were to follow Jesus and become fishers of men.  Prior to His return to Heaven, Jesus gave them a commission to reach the entire world with the Gospel (Matthew 28:16-20).  
The Gospels reveal that Jesus taught His disciples by example, parables, demonstrations of God's power,  and by communicating all that the Heavenly Father gave Him to speak.  He also trained them by sending them out in ministry and evaluating their labors upon their return.  The subsequent ministries of these men are recorded in Acts and the Epistles and in various historical records, from which biographical information about their lives is obtained.
As in all biblical analysis, the goal of study is not only understanding, but personal application.  Use the form provided at the end of this document to study and apply what you learn about the disciples. 

PETER:
-Also known as:


-Peter.


-Simon bar Jonas, meaning "Simon, son of Jonah".

-Simon Peter.

-Simon.
-His original occupation was a fisherman:  Matthew 4:18-22.


-He was the son of Jonas: John 1:42.
-He lived in Capernaum:  Matthew 8:5-14.
-He had a wife, a mother-in- law, and a house:  Matthew 8:14.

-He was the brother of Andrew:  Matthew 4:18.

-He was the first to really understand who Jesus was:  Matthew 16:16-19.

-Peter always thought he knew best:  Matthew 16:22-23;51.

-He was a slow learner:  Matthew 15:15-16.

-He asked more questions than all the other disciples combined:  Matthew 15:15;18:21; 19:27;  

 Mark 11:21; 13:3; John 21:20-22.

-He usually was the one to answer questions asked by Jesus: Luke 8:45; Matthew 16:15-16.

-He witnessed the transfiguration:  Mark 9:1-8.
-He helped prepare the upper room for the Last Supper:  Luke 22:8.
-He was one of two disciples who followed Jesus through His trials and crucifixion:   

 Matthew 26:51.

-He denied the Lord, but was later restored to fellowship: Matthew 26:69-74.

-Peter changed dramatically after the day of Pentecost and became a leader in the early church:   

 Acts 2.
-He was imprisoned for preaching the Gospel and delivered by an angel: Acts 12:3-19.
-He ministered cross-culturally: Acts 2-12.
-Peter wrote two epistles which bear his name.
-Historical records indicate that he was martyred by crucifixion.

-Scriptural references to Peter/Simon Peter:
Matthew 4:18

Matthew 10:2
Matthew 14:28-29
Matthew 15:15

Matthew 16:16-18, 22-23
Matthew 17:1,4,24-26
Matthew 18:21

Matthew 19:27

Matthew 26:33-37,40,58,69,73,75
Mark 1:16, 29,36
Mark 3:16
Mark 5:37

Mark 8:29,32-33

Mark 9:2,5

Mark 10:28

Mark 11:21

Mark 13:3
Mark 14:19,37,54,66-67,70,72
Mark 16:7
Luke 5:4-5,8,10,37
Luke 6:14

Luke 7:40,43,44
Luke 8:45,51

Luke 9:20,28,32-33

Luke 12:41

Luke 18:28

Luke 22:8,31,34,54-55,58,60-62
Luke 24:12,34

John 1:40-42,44
John 6:8,68
John 13:6,8-9,24,36-37
John 18:10-11,15-18, 25-27
John 20:2-4,6
John 21:2, 3,7,11,15-17,20
Acts 1:13,15

Acts 2:14,37-38

Acts 3:1,3-4,6,11-12
Acts 4:13,19

Acts 5:3,8-9,15,29

Acts 8:14,20

Acts 9:32,34,38-40,43

Acts 10:5-6,9,13-14,17-19,21,23,25-26,32,34,44-46,
Acts 11:2,4,7,13
Acts 12:3,5-7,11,13-14,16,18

Acts 15:7

Galatians 1:18

Galatians 2; 7-8, 11,14

1 Peter 1:2
2 Peter 1:1
JAMES OF ZEBEDEE:

-Also known as:


-Son of Zebedee.


-Boangerges, meaning "son of thunder".

-James the elder.


-James the great.

-His original occupation was a fisherman:  Matthew 4:18-22.

-He was the son of Zebedee: Matthew 4:21.
-His mother was Salome: Matthew 27:56.

-He was the brother of John:  Matthew 4:21.
-He was a partner with Peter: Luke 5:10.
-He and his brother were called "sons of thunder" by Jesus because of their temperaments: 
  Luke 9:54.

-He witnessed the transfiguration:  Mark 9:1-8.

-He was one of the leaders in the first church:  Galatians 2:9.
-He ministered in Judea.

-Historical records indicate that he was martyred by beheading.

-Scriptural references to James:


Matthew 4:21


Matthew 13:55

Matthew 17:1

Matthew 27:56

Mark 1:19,29

Mark 3:17

Mark 5:37

Mark 9:2

Mark 10:35,41

Mark 13:3

Mark 14:33

Mark 16:1

Luke 5:10

Luke 8:51

Luke 9:28,54

Luke 24:10

Acts 1:13

Acts 12:2,17

Acts 15:13

Acts 21:18

1 Corinthians 15:7

Galatians 1:19

Galatians 2:9,12

(Do not confuse him with James the less or James the brother of Jesus who wrote the book of James.)

JOHN:



Also known as:


-Son of Zebedee.


-The beloved disciple.


-Boangerges, meaning "son of thunder".
-His original occupation was a fisherman:  Matthew 4:18-22.

-He was the son of Zebedee: Matthew 4:21.
-His mother was Salome: Matthew 27:56.
-He was the brother of James: Matthew 4:21.
-He was a partner with Peter: Luke 5:10.
-He and his brother were called "sons of thunder" by Jesus because of their temperaments:  
  Luke 9:54.

-He witnessed the transfiguration: Mark 9:1-8.

-He helped prepare the upper room for the Last Supper:  Luke 22:8.
-He was one of the two disciples who followed Jesus through His trials and crucifixion:   

  Matthew 26:51.

-He was known as the disciple that Jesus especially loved:  John 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7,20.

-He was a leader in the early church:  Galatians 2:9.
-He ministered in Jerusalem, Ephesus:  Acts 3-4;8.
-He was eventually banished to Patmos where he received the Revelation: Revelation 1:1,9.
-He wrote a gospel and three epistles which bear his name, plus the book of Revelation.

-Historical records indicate that he died a natural death.
-Scriptural references to John:

Matthew 4:21

Matthew 10:2

Matthew 17:1

Mark 1:19,28
Mark 3:17

Mark 5:37

Mark 9:2,38
Mark 10:35,41
Mark 13:3

Mark 14:33

Luke 5:10

Luke 6:14

Luke 8:51

Luke 9:28, 49,54
Luke 22:8

Acts 1:13

Acts 3:1,3,4,11
Acts 4:6, 13,19
Acts 8:14

Acts 12:2,12

Acts 13:5, 13
Galatians 2:9

Revelation 1:1,4,9
Revelation 21:2

Revelation 22:8
ANDREW:


-Also known as "Protokletos" meaning "first called".
-His original occupation was a fisherman:  Matthew 4:18.

-He was the son of Jonas: John 1:42.
-He was the brother of Peter:  Matthew 4:18.

-He was previously a disciple of John Baptist:  John 1:35-40.
-He was always bringing people to Jesus:  John 1:40-42; 6:8-9; 12:20-22.
-He ministered in Scythia, Greece, Asia.
-Historical records indicate that he was martyred by crucifixion.
-Scriptural references to Andrew:

Matthew 4:18

Matthew 10:2

Mark 1:16, 29

Mark 3:18

Mark 13:3

Luke 6:14

John 1:40,44

John 6:8

John 12:22

Acts 1:13
PHILIP:


-His original occupation is unknown.

-The first three gospels only mention Philip's name.  John makes additional references to him:   


-He was the first person to whom Jesus said "Follow me":  John 1:43-46.

-He brought Nathanael to Jesus:  John 1:45-46.


-He was questioned by Jesus regarding provision for a hungry multitude:  John 6:5-7.


-He arranged a meeting between the Greeks and Jesus:  John 12:20-22.

-He opens the dialogue with Jesus in the upper room:  John 14:8-11.

-He ministered in Phyrgia.
-Historical records indicate that he was martyred.
-Scriptural references to Philip:

Matthew 10:3

Mark 3:18

Luke 3:1

Luke 6:14

John 1:43-48
John 6:5,7
John 12:21-22
John 14:8-9
Acts 1:13

BARTHOLOMEW:

-Also known as Nathanael.

-His original occupation is unknown.

-He was from Cana of Galilee: John 21:2.

-Only one passage tells much about him: John 1:45-51.

-Philip brought him to Christ: 45.

-He was originally a prejudiced man: 46.

-He was without guile: 47.

-He was a sincere seeker:  48.

-His statement of faith: 49.

-He received special insight into the Lord's power: 50-51.
-He ministered in Armenia--now Turkey & Iran.
-Historical records indicate that he was martyred.
-Scriptural references to Bartholomew:

Matthew 10:3

Mark 3:18

Luke 6:14

John 1:45-49

John 21:2
Acts 1:13

MATTHEW:


-Also known as:


-Levi.


-Levi the son of Alphaeus.

-His original occupation was a tax collector:  Matthew 9:9.

-He was the son of Alphaeus:  Mark 2:14.

-Very little is said about him in the Gospels other than the story of his calling by Jesus and his 
  response to that call:  Matthew 9:9-13; Mark 2:14-17; Luke 5:27-32.

-He ministered in Ethiopia.

-He wrote the book of Matthew.

-Historical records indicate that he was martyred.

-Scriptural references to Matthew:

Matthew 9:9

Matthew 10:3

Mark 2:14

Mark 3:18

Luke 5:27-32
Luke 6:15

Acts 1:13

THOMAS:

-Also known as:


-Didymus, which is Greek word for a twin.



-Judas Thomas.
-His original occupation is unknown.


-He was totally committed to Jesus:  John 11:16.
-He wanted to follow Jesus wherever He went: John 14:5.
-He struggled with doubt: John 20:24-29.
-He was part of the fishing party after Christ's death: John 21:2.
-He ministered in Parthia, Persia, India.

-Historical records indicate that he was martyred.

-Scriptural references to Thomas:

Matthew 10:3

Mark 3:18

Luke 6:15

John 11:16

John 14:5

John 20:24-29
John 21:2

Acts 1:13
JAMES:
-Also known as:


-James, the son of Alphaeus.


-James the less.


-James the younger.


-His original occupation is unknown.

-He was the son of Alphaeus: Mark 3:18. 
-He is one of the more obscure disciples in scripture--not much written about him.
-He ministered in Palestine and Egypt.
-Historical records indicate that he was martyred by crucifixion.
-Scriptural references to James (son of Alphaeus):


Matthew 10:3


Mark 2:14


Mark 3:18


Mark 15:40


Luke 6:15


Acts 1:13


(Do not confuse him with James the great or James the brother of Jesus who wrote the 
book of James.)

THADDAEUS:


-Also known as:


-Jude.


-Judas the son of James.


-Lebbaeus.

-His original occupation is unknown.

-He was the son of  James (not the disciples James or the brother of Jesus):  Luke 6:16.

-There is only one biblical record of him speaking when he expressed his concern for the world: 
 John 14:21-24.
-He ministered in Assyria and Persia.
-Also called Thaddaeus:  Matthew 10:3.
-Historical records indicate that he was martyred.
-Scriptural references to Thaddaeus:


Matthew 10:3

Mark 3:18

John 14:21-24


(Do not confuse him with Judas the brother of Jesus, Judas Barsabbas, or Judas 
Iscariot.)

SIMON:
-Also known as:


-Simon the Zealot of Zelotes.

-Simon the Canaanite.

-Little is revealed about him in scripture, but as a zealot, he had been part of a passionate group of patriots that wanted to deliver Israel from Roman domination.   It is most likely that he followed Jesus with similar passion and dedication.
-His original occupation is unknown.

-His area of ministry is unknown.
-Historical records indicate that he was martyred by crucifixion.
-Scriptural references to Simon (the Zealot):

Matthew 10:4
Mark 3:18

Luke 6:15

Acts 1:13

(Do not confuse him with Simon Peter.)

JUDAS:  
Also known as:


-Judas the betrayer.


-Judas the son of Simon.

-His original occupation is unknown.

-His call is not recorded. The first mention of him is in a list of the disciples: Matthew 10:4.

-The first comment attributed to him in the biblical record is when he criticized the cost of the 
  perfume used to anoint Jesus: John 12:3-6.

-He was the treasurer for Jesus and His disciples:  John 4:6.
-He was a thief: John 4:6.
-Jesus referred to him as a devil: John 6:7-71.

-The devil entered his heart at the last supper: John 13:2.
-He betrayed Jesus: Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; John 18.
-The Bible confirms that he committed suicide: Matthew 27:5.
-Scriptural references to Judas:

Matthew 10:4

Matthew 26:14,25,47
Matthew 27:3

Mark 3:19

Mark 14:10, 43
Luke 6:16

Luke 22:3,47-48
John 6:71

John 12:4-6
John 13:2, 26,29
John 14:22

John 18:2,3,5
Acts 1:16-20,25
REFERENCE CHART


Name

Original 
Area Of Ministry

Death




Occupation

Peter


Fisherman
First leader of church

Martyred: Crucified

James of Zebedee
Fisherman
Judea



Martyred: Beheaded

John


Fisherman
Jerusalem, Ephesus, 

Natural death






banished to Patmos

Andrew

Fisherman
Scythia, Greece, Asia

Martyred: Crucified

Philip


Unknown
Phyrgia


Martyred

Bartholomew

Unknown
Armenia 


Martyred






(now Turkey & Iran)

Thomas

Unknown
Parthia, Persia, India

Martyred

Matthew

Tax collector
Ethiopia


Martyred

James


Unknown
Palestine, Egypt

Martyred: Crucified.

Thaddaeus

Unknown
Assyria, Persia


Martyred

Simon the Zealot
Unknown
Unknown


Martyred: Crucified.

Judas


Unknown
None 



Suicide

BIOGRAPHICAL BIBLE STUDY

STEP ONE:  SELECT THE PERSON TO BE STUDIED:

STEP TWO:  GATHER THE INFORMATION:
List the Bible references which record the life of this person:

STEP THREE: ANALYZE THE INFORMATION:

Name and meaning of name:

Relatives:  Parents, brothers and sisters, ancestors, children:

Birth:  Location, importance of birth, unusual events surrounding birth:

Childhood and early training:

Geographical setting:   

Friends and associates, personal relationships:

Occupation or vocation:   

Physical description:

Positive character traits:

Negative character traits:

Significant spiritual events:


First encounter with God: 


Conversion:

 
Call to service:  

 
Greatest crisis or turning point:  

Death:

STEP FOUR:  APPLY WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED:

Positive traits I could develop:

Negative traits I should avoid:

The greatest truth I learned from studying this life is. . . 
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